
NEW MEXICO LIBERTY
“Let Freedom Ring”

2003 STATE CONVENTION REPORT

NEW STATE OFFICERS AND
CENTRAL COMMITTEE NAMED

The  Convention  chose  to  bring  in
some new faces as well as to retain
experienced  party  leaders  when  it
selected the team that will lead LPNM
for  the  next  two  years.  The  new
officers  and  central  committee
representatives are:

Richard Obergfell Chairman
Bruce Bush Vice  Chairman
Ron Bjornstad Secretary
(vacant) Treasurer
John Ennis District  1  Rep
Mike Blessing District  1  Rep
Tony Seno District  2  Rep
Elke Mikaelian District  2  Rep
Bob Ziesmer District  3  Rep
Keaton Johnson District  3  Rep
Don Wilde At  Large  Rep
Cinco Mandeville At Large Rep

All of the new officers and committee
members  are  looking  forward  to
working  with  and  gaining  the
enthusiastic  support  of  all  of  you
many  dedicated  LPNM  party
members.  We’ve all got a lot of work
to  do between now and the  general
election in Nov 2004.

LPNM LACKS TREASURER

You may have noticed in  the  above
list that the office of LPNM Treasurer
is  currently  vacant.   We  desperately
need  someone  to  step  forward  and
agree  to  be  appointed  by  the
Chairman  to  this  important  position.
You don’t need to be a CPA in order to
do  this  job.   Just  a  basic
understanding  of  business
bookkeeping  will  do,  along  with  the

ability to run accounting software and
produce cash flow and balance sheet
reports.   Residence  in  the
Albuquerque  area  would  be  a  plus.
Contact the Chairman.

A CONVENTION STORY
by Michael Badnarik
2004 LP Presidential Candidate
(edited for length & content)

My plane landed in Albuquerque, New
Mexico  a  few  minutes  early
Wednesday afternoon.  I wasn't sure
how  I  was  going  to  recognize  Mike
Blessing,  the  person  responsible  for
chauffeuring  me  around while  I  was
here.  As I was about to call his cell
phone, I looked up and picked him out
of  the  crowd  immediately.   That's
because he was wearing one of  the
"Lighting  the  flames  of  Liberty"  T-
shirts that are being sold by the Travis
County LP in Austin.

After I checked in at the motel, Mike
drove  me  to  the  television  studio
where I was the guest of Bill Koehler's
weekly cable program.  Having hosted
"Live & Let Live" in Austin, I was very
familiar  with  the  routine.   The  only
caller we had all evening was an anti-
gun  advocate  who  gave  me  an
opportunity  to  express  my
uncompromising  stance  on  the
subject of self-defense.

Thursday evening Mike and I drove to
the La Posada hotel to wait for L. Neil
Smith to arrive.  As we waited, Mike
responded to a series of phone calls
so  I  ended up singing with  the  lady
piano player  in  the lobby.   She  was
taking requests  and knew the music
for "Impossible Dream", but she didn't

know the lyrics.  Having perfected my
rendition of that melody during nearly
every  shower  I  took  in  college,  I
instinctively  broke  into  song  as  she
played. 

Afterwards she suggested that I had a
potential career in music, but I told her
that I was pursuing other aspirations.
When I gave her one of my campaign
flyers she announced my candidacy to
everyone in the lobby.  Before long I
was  engaged  in  several  political
discussions.   I  only  bring  this  up
because I want you to know that I am
"Lighting  the  fires  of  Liberty"  every
chance I get.

Mike  re-deposited  me  at  my  motel
shortly after Neil and his family arrived
safely.

Friday  evening  I  returned  to  the  La
Posada for what I thought would be a
social gathering.  I had never seen a
formal schedule for the weekend, so I
was  surprised  to  discover  that  Gary
Nolan and I were in the limelight for a
ninety minute candidate forum.  Each
of us had an opportunity to make our
presentations  and  then  we  jointly
entertained  questions  from  the
audience.   The  New  Mexico  LP  is
currently  suffering  from  low
membership  totals,  however  those
who  are  still  in  the  party  are
passionate about defending its purity.
Gary  and I  were "grilled"  on several
issues  including  the  war  in  Iraq,
membership  in  the  United  Nations,
and  the  best  methods  for  talking  to
people outside the party.

If  my  campaign  is  the  equivalent  of
applying for a job with the party, then
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this  was  the  toughest  interview  I've
had so far.

Saturday  morning  the  convention
resumed with a speech by Dr. Harold
Messenheimer  entitled  "How  Taxes
make  New  Mexico  poor".   He
compared the taxes on income, sales,
and property in seven western states,
showing  how  each  one  affects  the
local  economy.   He  gave convincing
evidence that New Mexico's taxes are
the  root  cause  of  the  widespread
poverty in the state.

Next,  Richard  Obergfell  gave  a
detailed  account  of  the  lessons
learned  from  his  state  house
campaign, urging others to start early,
and  to  make  every  effort  to  talk  to
people one on one.

After  lunch departing state  chairman
Joseph  Knight  gave  a  State  of  the
Party  address.   I  thoroughly enjoyed
his presentation which I  thought was
heartfelt  and  well  reasoned.   His
conclusion was that  Libertarians lack
a fundamental will to win, and that all
of our complaints are merely excuses
to  rationalize  our  failures.   He
reminded us that our founding fathers
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their  sacred  honor  to  the  cause  of
Liberty.  He then asked the delegates
to  accept  the  responsibility  if
nominated  for  party  office.   With
Joseph's words still hanging in the air,
the  delegates  began  the  necessary
business  of  electing new leaders for
the party.

Two  other  speakers  addressed  us
before  the  room  was  cleared  for
dinner.   Vic  Milan,  winner  of  the
Prometheus Award, gave the group a
much  needed  uplift  with  a
presentation  entitled  Freedom  Can
Win.   For  a  little  while,  Mr.  Milan
pointed  out  what  appeared  to  be  a
light at the end of the tunnel.

Unfortunately  Bob  Anderson,  from  a
group  called  Vietnam  Veterans
Against  the  War,  told  of  us  his

involvement  with  the  CIA during  the
Vietnam war.  He offered us first-hand
information about  the technology the
military has developed, and offering a
grim picture of what life would be like
"if"  the  government  decides  to  use
that  technology  against  its  own
citizens.   Apparently  the  Air  Force
base  in  Albuquerque  is  the
development  center  for  these
weapons  of  mass  destruction.   He
joked  that  American  soldiers  are
looking for WMD in the wrong place -
but no one laughed.  

After  a  very  nice  dinner,  Joseph
Knight,  in  a  very  nice  ceremony,
passed  the  gavel  to  incoming
Chairman Richard Obergfell.

Finally,  the  nights  keynote  speaker
was introduced.  Richard Winger, the
nations  foremost  expert  on  ballot
access law and minor party electoral
results, gave an extremely interesting
talk  on  the  effectiveness  of  minor
party  races  swinging  elections  and
thereby causing major party politicians
to adopt their issues, even when they
receive  percent  of  the  vote  totals  in
the low single digits.

There  followed  an  auction  in  which
party  members  raised  just  over
$1,000 for the party.

Sunday  morning  started  with  a
wonderful  breakfast  for  the  die-hard
members  of  the  group.   Most  of  us
were there to listen to L. Neil Smith,
author  of  several  Libertarian  books,
and a possible candidate for President
if his ad-hoc group of advocates have
their  way.   He  called  us  "fellow
children of the revolution", and spoke
to  us  about  the  war  between  the
states.   He  reminded us  that  a  civil
war  is  a  battle  between two  groups
attempting  to  control  the  same
government.   Since  the  southern
states didn't want anything to do with
the existing American government,  it
was  actually  another  war  for
independence.  Some people suggest

that conquering the south was justified
because slavery was permitted in the
Confederacy.   Neil  pointed  out  that
slavery  also  existed  in  the  north
during  the  1860's,  and that  England
and the  American  colonies  also  had
slaves  during  the  late  1700's.   He
called Abraham Lincoln the American
Lenin  based  on  various  atrocities
committed by the man known to most
of us as "Honest Abe".

The information that stunned me the
most was learning that the underwater
explorers  who  recently  filmed  the
Titanic  were  threatened  when  they
began investigating the wreck of  the
Lucitania.  The reason for this is that
government  officials  do  not  want
anyone to  prove that  the Lucitania  -
sunk  by  a  German  submarine,  thus
dragging  the  United  States  into  the
first  world  war  -  was  loaded  with
explosives  being  smuggled  to
England.

This  is  yet  another  example  of  how
our government has lied to us in an
effort  to  cover  up  their  heinous,
criminal activities.

Lighting the fires of Liberty, one heart
at a time!

http://www.badnarik.org

NEW LINCOLN COUNTY CHAIR

Richard  Obergfell,  in  his  first  act  as
LPNM Chairman, resigned as Lincoln
County  Chair,  and  appointed  Tony
Seno  acting  Lincoln  County  Chair.
Tony,  a current  District  2 Rep, plans
on  calling  a  County  convention  for
July 19th at which a permanent Chair
and other officers will be elected.  For
those  of  you  in  the  Lincoln  County
area  interested  in  getting  involved,
please contact Tony at 505-258-4776.

------------------------------------------------

“The trouble with most  folks  isn’t  so
much their ignorance, as knowing so
many things that ain’t so.”  

Josh Billings



SANTA FE CHAIR NAMED

Joseph Knight, in one of his last acts
as LPNM Chairman, appointed Susan
Ruch  to  the  position  of  Santa  Fe
County  Chair.   Susan,  a  former
Lincoln  County  Chair,  LPNM  Vice
Chair, and District  2 Rep, plans on a
vigorous  party  building  effort.   For
those  of  you  in  the  Santa  Fe  area
interested in getting involved,  please
contact Susan at 505-466-4706 and at
<suelib1@hotmail.com>.

NEW MEXICO LIBERTY

Destri  Gleim  has  resigned  as  New
Mexico Liberty editor after contributing
four  years  of  yeoman service to  the
production of this newsletter.  Let’s all
give  Destri  a  big  hand  and  much
thanks for her huge effort on behalf of
LPNM.

Mike  Blessing,  our  Bernalillo  County
Chair  and  District  1  Representative,
has kindly taken on this important and
demanding job.  Let’s give Mike all of
the  support  we  can.   If  you  have
news,  interesting  stories,  or  timely
information that  you think belongs in
the newsletter,  please send it  along.
Please send attachments in ‘text’ file
format only.  Mike is at 505-459-7134,
<mikewb@zianet.com>  and  USPS
slug-mail  address  P.O.  Box  67513,
Albuquerque NM 87193-7513.

Apology:  Due  to  the  changes  at
LPNM  and  at  the  newsletter,  it  has
become  impossible  to  get  the  July
newsletter out on time.  Please accept
our  apologies.   We are going to get
back on schedule ASAP.

THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
by Richard Obergfell

As your new state chair,  I  thought that I  might first  tell  you a little bit  about
myself and then about my vision and goals for LPNM.

Grew up in Indiana, went to college, spent 24 years working in the aerospace
and defense business all around the US.  Got tired of that and got in the house
building business in Fort Worth.  Got tired of that real fast.  These days I’m a
part time software developer for a major gas turbine engine manufacturer.

I moved to Ruidoso, NM in November, 1997 from the Fort Worth area, and am
sure glad I did.  I love the mountains and deserts of New Mexico, and enjoy
skiing and hiking the Lincoln National Forest.   Since January 1999 I’ve been
associated with White Mountain Search & Rescue, Inc., an all volunteer group
that  searches for lost  or stranded hikers,  campers,  and hunters when called
upon by the NM State Police, and am currently Treasurer and Director.

I’ve been voting Libertarian as far back as I can remember, whenever I had the
chance, but never got involved.  Then I joined the LP in 1999 and started going
to Susan Ruch’s Lincoln County meetings.  Pretty soon I was helping Susan
and Tony do gun shows, get petitions signed, and pass out million dollar bills.

My goal is going to be running as many candidates as we can , as well as
doing all the other things.  But it doesn't matter how much we get the message
out,  or how much time and effort  we spend gaining and then regaining the
ballot, or how many people we register, or how many we get to join the party ---
if there is no one to vote for, it's all a waste of time!

Well, we’re going to have a least one person to vote for come November 2004,
and we need that LP Presidential candidate to get ½ of 1% or we’re back to
ballot access petitioning.  But it’s not going to look too good if he or she is the
only LP candidate the voter sees on that ballot.  We’re going to need county
and state representative candidates to back up our National LP ticket.  If we do,
then the National ticket will back up our county and state candidates.  Hopefully,
the synergy will create credibility in the minds of the voters, who then might just
vote that straight LP ticket.

To that end, I’m going to work toward an active (that means they run candidates
for public office) LP affiliate in every New Mexico county.  In particular, I’m going
to stress running candidates for County Commission and State Representative.
I  realize that  the signature requirements may be high in the high population
counties, but most NM counties are low population, and the requirements for
getting on the ballot are almost negligible.  The state rep offices all have roughly
the same requirements:  about 100 (+/-) signatures, a little paperwork, a little
hustle, and no filing fee.  In the 2002 election, of the 70 NM House seats, 39
were uncontested, 28 were R-D, 2 were G-D, and 1 was  L-R.  Of those 39
uncontested, 29 were D’s.  We need to run candidates in these races and give
the disenfranchised R’s someone to vote for!

I’m looking forward to getting to know as many of you as I  can and working
together with you to achieve these lofty goals over the next 24 months.  I’ll be
glad to  here from you.   Please call,  write,  or  email  me with  your  opinions,
suggestions, offers of help, or rant, if that’s what you’ve got.  I’m here to listen.



LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Chair
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025
lplcnm@zianet.com
PO Box 7991, Ruidoso, NM 88355

Vice Chair
Bruce Bush, 505-256-0810
gchervin@msn.com

Secretary
Ron Bjornstad, 505-891-4541
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Treasurer  (vacant)

At-Large Rep, Seat A
Charles “Cinco” Mandeville 
505-969-0289 
john_doe5@hushmail.com_

At-Large Rep, Seat B
Don Wilde, 505-891-4175
don@silver-lynx.com

Dist. 1 Rep, Seat A
Mike Blessing, 505-836-1594
mikewb@zianet.com

Dist. 1 Rep., Seat B
John Ennis, 505-271-5102
jennis@unm.edu

Dist. 2 Rep, Seat A
Tony Seno, 505-258-4776
tonyseno@zianet.com

Dist. 2 Rep, Seat B
Elke Mikaelian, 505-627-2246
elkemikaelian@msn.com

Dist. 3 Rep, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
bobziesmer@zianet.com

Dist. 3 Rep, Seat B
W. Keaton Johnson, 505-983-5856

COUNTY CHAIRS

Bernalillo  
Mike Blessing, 505-459-7134
mikewb@zianet.com

Colfax 
Richard Moore, 505-377-6849
myliberty@mail.com

Grant 
Helena Hammer, 505-388-1270

Lea  
Christina Groth, 505-397-9366

Lincoln  
Tony Seno, 505-258-4776
tonyseno@zianet.com

Los Alamos  
Frank Clinard, 505-662-4951
fclinard@prodigy.net

Luna 
Marilyn Steffen, 505-531-2556
vmsteffen@vtc.net

Roosevelt County
Ken Sanders, 505-562-2344

San Juan  
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
bobziesmer@zianet.com

Sandoval 
Don Wilde, 505-891-4175
don@silver-lynx.com

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch, 505-466-4706
suelib1@hotmail.com

Sierra  
Michael Bankson, 505-894-2225
bankson@zianet.com

Socorro
Shawn L. Price, 505-838-5259
lpnm_socorro@yahoo.com

CAMPUS LP GROUPS
UNM College Libertarians:
President
James Brickey, 505-246-2083 
jbrickey@unm.edu

CALENDAR

Thurs., May 1 – Socorro County meets.
For time and location call Roxanne  838-
5259

Wed., May 7 – Bernalillo County Liberty
Forum  in  Albuquerque,   
5:30  to  7:30  p.m.,  Black  Angus
(Wyoming & Menaul NE),
Info – Mike Blessing 459-7134

Thurs.,  May  8  –  Lincoln  County  LP
meets, 7:00 p.m. For location call Tony
Seno  258-4776

Sat., May 10 – San Juan County Liberty
Forum  in  Farmington,  5:30  p.m.
meeting, Brass Apple.
Info – Bob Ziesmer  327-6681

Wed.,  May  21  –  Bernalillo  County
Liberty  Forum  in  Albuquerque,
5:30  to  7:30  p.m.,  Black  Angus
(Wyoming & Menaul NE)
Info – Mike Blessing  459-7134

Wed., May 28 – Sandoval County meets
at JB’s restaurant on 528 near Intel. Info
– Don Wilde 891-4175

TV Shows – Channel 27 in ABQ

New Mexico’s Consumer Advocate 
is on hold until October 2003

Gun Collectors of N.M. – 
Email lisle@nm.net for information

Weekly Sedition – Thurs. 9 PM.

Hemp TV – Fri. 9 PM

The Hemp TV show is now open for the
public to attend in person as part of the
studio audience.  Call 505-459-7134 for
more info and directions.


