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=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
“Never soft-pedal the truth. It's  seldom 
self-evident and almost never sells itself, 
because there's less sales resistance to 
a glib and comforting lie.”
– L. Neil Smith, Tactical Reflections
   www.lneilsmith.org/tactical.html

"Always vote for a principle, though you 
vote  alone,  and  you  may  cherish  the 
sweet reflection that your vote is never 
lost." 
– John Quincy Adams

Libertarian Orphans
By David Boaz

Wall Street Journal – 31 January 2006

The Gallup Poll's annual survey on government found that 27% of Americans 
are conservative; 24% are liberal, up sharply because the poll was taken after 
Katrina, which boosted support for the proposition that "government should do 
more to solve our country's problems." Gallup also found – this year as in 
others –  that 20% are neither liberal nor conservative but libertarian, opposing 
the use of government either to "promote traditional values" or to "do too many 
things that  should be left  to individuals  and businesses."  Another  20% are 
"populist" (supporting government action in both areas), with 10% undefined. 
Libertarian support, spread across demographic groups, is strongest among 
well-educated voters.

So where are the libertarians in  politics  and the media? Since the Clinton 
impeachment  and  the  Florida  recount,  there's  been  a  polarization: 
Congressmen and TV pundits define themselves as red/blue, pro-/anti-Bush, 
partisan Democrat/Republican, and take rigid liberal/conservative positions on 
Iraq, tax cuts, Social Security reform, gay marriage, abortion. But polls tell us 
that Americans aren't quite so partisan.

With big-government conservatives spending money like Imelda Marcos in a 
shoe store, and big-government liberals supporting the Patriot Act, even pro-
government populists are represented in D.C. It's the libertarian voters who 
are orphans. Democrats stand like a wall against tax cuts and Social Security 
privatization.  Republicans  want  to  ban  abortion,  gay marriage  and  "Happy 
Holidays."  It's  not  just  Congress  –  in  Virginia's  recent  elections,  all  the 
Democrats  were tax-hikers  and all  the Republicans were religious rightists. 
What's a libertarian to do?

The worst aspect of all this is the oracles who appear on TV. You'd think they'd 
be thoughtful,  independent.  Yet they're as partisan as the pols. The typical 
cable show brings viewers two guests, a liberal and a conservative. You can 
count on conservative writers to defend everything President Bush does, and 
on liberal editors to denounce the GOP – no matter what.

Of  course,  it  could  be  that  most  Americans  are,  in  fact,  liberals  and 
conservatives.  Maybe  Gallup  is  wrong,  every  year.  But  the  exit  polls  on 
election day 2004 offer some confirmation. According to those polls, 17 million 
voted for John Kerry but did not think the government should do more to solve 
the  country's  problems.  And  28  million  Bush  voters  support  either  gay 
marriage or civil unions. That's 45 million who don't fit  the polarized model. 
They seem to have broadly libertarian attitudes.  In fact,  it's  no secret  that 
libertarian voters make up a chunk of America. But you'd never know it from 
watching TV – or listening to our elected politicians.

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
This year, both Groundhog Day and the State of the Union address occur on 
the same day. As Air America Radio pointed out, "It is an ironic juxtaposition of 
events: one involves a meaningless ritual in which we look to a creature of little 
intelligence for prognostication while the other involves a groundhog.” 
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CALENDAR
See groups.myspace.com/lpnm for details, updates, etc.

Friday – Sunday, 10-12 March 2006 
Annual LPNM State Convention 
Rio Rancho – See page 1 for details

REGULAR EVENTS
Thursday, 2 February – Bernalillo County Liberty Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6:00  to  7:00  PM  at  Fiesta's 
Restaurant  &  Lounge  (Carlisle  &  Montogomery  NE). 
Contact Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197, for details.

Wednesday, 8 February – Interested county Libertarians 
are invited to attend and to contact  Siebert Ickler, 505-
541-9079, for information on location and time.

Saturday, 11 February – San Juan County LP meets in 
Farmington, 6:00 PM, at the Great China Super Buffet, 
(2800 E. Main). Contact Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681 for 
details. The LPSJC CentCom will meet at 5:00 PM, prior 
to the dinner.

Thursday, 16 February – Bernalillo County Liberty Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6:00  to  7:00  PM  at  Fiesta's 
Restaurant  &  Lounge  (Carlisle  &  Montogomery  NE). 
Contact Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197, for details.

Friday, 17 February – Chaves County meets 6:30 PM. 
Contact D. Glenn, 505-625-0175, for details.

Wednesday, 22 February – Sandoval County meets at 
JB’s  restaurant  on  528  near  Intel.  Contact  Ron 
Bjornstad, 505-288-4228, for details.

Monday, 27 February –  Albuquerque Liberty Forum at 
J.B's  on  Eubank  just  north  of  I-40.  Contact  Jay 
Vandersloot, 505-362-1733, for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in ABQ
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

The Weekly Sedition
Wednesdays at 8PM

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
groups.yahoo.com/group/hemptv

The Letter Openers
by Russmo [ www.russmo.com ]

If the date on your mailing label is before 04/01/06, it's time to renew your LPNM membership.

FIELD REPORTS
From County / Campus Chairs

Bernalillo – The  Weekly  Sedition has  replaced  New 
Mexico's Consumer Advocate for the first quarter of 2006 
(January / February / March) on Albuquerque Comcast 
Ch.27.  Show  times  are  Wednesdays  at  8PM.  New 
Mexico's Consumer Advocate will return in April, 2006.

Chaves  –  D.J.  Glenn  has  been  hosting  monthly 
meetings on the third Friday of the month. 

Dona Ana – The LPDAC Central Committee meets the 
second Wednesday evening of each month. Also, we're 
scheduled to have a table at the Las Cruces Farmers 
Market on Feb. 25th.  We're going to try to do so monthly 
for a while in hopes of finding some local Libertarians. 
 

San Juan – Joseph Knight and crew have been getting 
more  press  concerning  the  Farmington  City  Council's 
moves  in  support  of  using  eminent  domain  in  the 
Metropolitan  Redevelopment  Area  (MRA),  with  op-ed 
pieces,  letters  to  the  editor  and  appearances  at  city 
council meetings.

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings at 
the J.B.'s on 528, north of Intel.

ANNUAL LPNM STATE CONVENTION
Friday – Sunday, 10-12 March 2006

Best Western in Rio Rancho, Sara Rd and 528

Confirmed Speakers
Charles McLaughlin of the Irish Freedom Committee 

[ www.irishfreedomcommittee.net ]
"What Happens When They Take Your Guns Away?"

Victor Milan, local science-fiction writer 
[ www.victormilan.com ]

John Dendahl, president of the Rio Grande Foundation
[ www.riograndefoundation.org ]

George Squyres, Region 6 LNC Representative
"Regional LNC Report"

Dorsey Glenn, Chaves County LP Chair
"FEC" and "Reorganization – What We've Done, Where 

We Are, and Where We Are Going"

Jay Vandersloot, LPNM State Chair
"State of the State Party"

"Goals" (tentative)

More specifics to come.

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
"Democracy, n.: A government of the masses. Authority 
derived through mass meeting or any other form of direct 
expression.  Results  in  mobocracy.  Attitude  toward 
property  is  communistic...  negating  property  rights. 
Attitude toward law is that the will of the majority shall 
regulate,  whether  it  is  based  upon  deliberation  or 
governed  by  passion,  prejudice,  and  impulse,  without 
restraint  or  regard  to  consequences.  Result  is 
demagogism, license, agitation, discontent, anarchy."
– U. S. Army Training Manual No. 2000-25 
   (1928-1932), since withdrawn.



Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

"At first our dreams seem impossible,  then they seem improbable,  but 
when we summon the will, they become inevitable."
– Christopher Reeve, actor

Recertification
As of January 27th, the latest word from the Bureau of 
Elections (BoE) is that they were still validating the 7,100 
signatures  we  had  submitted  to  them.   The  BoE 
estimated that at the rate they are progressing is would 
be at least another week before they are able to finish 
the task and inform us of the results.

Training Now Available
One of  the things  we’ve been saying is  that  the LNC 
should  provide  training  to  help  us  be  more  effective. 
Well,  if  you’ve been watching the LP News lately, you 
may have noticed that they have done just that.  They’ve 
developed  the  online  Libertarian  Leadership  School 
(LLS), with courses on the various aspects of campaign 
and  candidate  training  and  other  courses  related  to 
organizing and operating affiliates.

Of course, there is a cost for these courses, but it is less 
than it  would cost  for  transportation, hotel  and food to 
attend even a weekend course somewhere.

To  enroll  in  the  LLS  or  for  more  information,  email 
lls@lp.org.   Or,  point  your browser  to www.lp.org  and 
click on the link for the LLS.

LP Bylaw Changes
While you’re online checking out the LLS, you can also 
go to www.lp.org/bylaws/indes.php and review proposed 
changes to the LP Bylaws without having to wait for the 
convention this summer.   Check it  out,  and give them 
your feedback.

LP National Convention
Talking about the LP National Convention this summer 
one  of  the  things  we’ll  be  doing  at  our  LPNM  State 
Convention  is  electing  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention.  If there is even the slightest outside chance 
that you might be attending the National Convention and 
would be interested in being a delegate, contact me at 
either jayvandersloot@yahoo.com or 505-362-1733 to let 
me  know,  so  I  can ensure  your  name  is  included for 
consideration when we elect the delegates.

LPNM 2006 Annual State Convention
The LPNM 2006 Annual State Convention will be March 
10th through 12th.  Friday night is planned to be low key, 
no-host social at a hospitality suite in the Best Western 
Motel  where  we will  be  holding  the  convention.   Soft 
drinks will be provided.  Otherwise, it’s BYOB.

To make it convenient for those who cannot afford the 
motel  cost  of  a whole weekend, and flexible for  those 
who  will  be  traveling  significant  distances,  we  have 
scheduled it so that the main convention meeting and all 
the main speakers are scheduled for Saturday, the 11th.

For speakers we have Chuck McLaughlin to speak on 
“What Happens When They Take Your Guns Away.”   

Unfortunately,  neither  Michael  Badnarik,  nor  former 
Governor  Gary  Johnson  will  be  able  to  be  there. 
However,  we  do  expect  John  Dendahl  to  be  able  to 
speak at the convention.  Check elsewhere in this issue 
for more information on making reservations...

Candidates for Upcoming Elections
I’m sure you’re getting tired of reading about our needing 
to identify candidates for the upcoming elections, but the 
need  is  still  there.   At  the  recent  LP  State  Chairs 
Conference some states talked about having upwards of 
200 or more candidates.  We,  however, still  have only 
five people who have expressed their  intention to run. 
Let’s not stop there.  We’re still looking for candidates to 
run in the next election.  We’ll be officially nominating our 
candidates at our LPNM State Convention in March.

Is  there  anyone  in  your  district  who  is  running 
unopposed?   Is  the  incumbent  doing  a  bad  job  and 
needs to be replaced (easy to identify).  Someone needs 
to run against those people.  Well, why not you!

If you’ve been thinking about the possibility of running for 
office,  let  me  know  about  it.   Send  me  an  email  to 
(jayvandersloot@yahoo.com), or if you don’t have email, 
call me (505-362-1733), and tell me about it.

The  time  is  closing  fast.   Let’s  not  wait  until  the  last 
moment.  Let’s get this going NOW!

Now,  let’s  educate  ourselves  on  the  next  of  the 
planks from our LP National Platform, so we will be 
better able to present the principles to others.
I. Individual Rights and Civil Order
7. Juries
The Issue – The right to a trial by a citizen jury is an 
important  check  on  the  infringement  of  our  rights  by 
government. Current practice has seriously eroded that 
protection.

The  Principle –  Juries  should  be  composed  of 
volunteers, not forced jurors.  In addition, the common-
law right of juries, to judge not only the facts but also the 
justice of the law, should be recognized and encouraged.

Solutions – In all cases to which the government is a 
party, the judge should be required to inform the jurors of 
their common law right to judge the law, as well as the 
facts,  and  to  acquit  a  criminal  defendant,  and  to  find 
against  the  government  in  a  civil  trial,  whenever  they 
deem the law unjust or oppressive.

Transitional Action – End the practice in capital cases 
of excluding jurors who are opposed to the death penalty 
(referred to as "death qualification"), which denies capital 
defendants the right to a trial before a jury representative 
of community values.
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Looking Ahead
by Joseph Knight [ nm_libertarian@yahoo.com ]

The national LP, early last year, made a major blunder 
when the LNC doubled dues to $50. Unfortunately this 
did irreparable damage, driving off some otherwise good, 
active members,  some of whom won’t be back.  In the 
end, dues were reduced to zero – a major  step in the 
right direction. Dues are an impediment to membership 
and  fundraising  should  have  been  separated  from 
membership  long  ago.  In  the  long  run  this  will  be 
beneficial, even if it takes National a few years to get its 
fundraising  up  to  par.  The  next  step  will  be  for  the 
national convention to eliminate dues from the bylaws so 
some future LNC can’t raise them over zero again.

Another  issue  facing  the  LP  will  be  the  membership 
pledge. There is a continuing movement to eliminate it 
altogether, and this I oppose.

The pledge is also an impediment to membership, just 
because of the time and trouble involved to sign it and 
send  it  in.  Most  people  who  register  as  Libertarians 
believe they have joined the LP (and in New Mexico, they 
have)  and  do  not  realize  that  they  must  submit  the 
pledge to be considered a member by national. For this 
reason,  I  do advocate eliminating the pledge for  basic 
membership.

On the other hand, the non-aggression principle is the 
basis of our philosophy, of our position on every issue, 
and hence of our party. For that reason, I favor retaining 
the pledge at both the national and state levels for party 
officers, party candidates for public office, and delegates 
to party conventions. I don’t think it’s asking too much for 
our leaders, spokespeople, and candidates to certify that 
they are in agreement with the basic guiding principle of 
the party. 

One reason some want it gone is to make it easier to 
undermine our  platform positions.  We  recruit  from  the 
left and right – as applying the non-aggression principle 
puts us more on the “liberal” side of “personal” freedom 
issues  and  more  on  the  “conservative”  side  of 
“economic”  issues.  But the behavior of  the Republican 
Party has  created  more  recent  opportunities  to  recruit 
from  the right  and certain  party leaders have followed 
that path in recent years. The result is that a number of 
former Republicans have brought along their right-wing 
baggage and are attempting to republicanize the LP: to 
wit, border nazis and war pigs.  Others want the LP to 
back a national sales tax. 

Incrementalism will also be an issue. I am an advocate of 
incrementalism when done right – by our candidates. But 
I  feel  that  somewhere,  preferably  in  the  platform  but 
perhaps in a separate manifesto, we as a party should 
continue  to  articulate  our  bottom-line  positions  as  a 
matter of principle. I encourage our candidates to take 
true  incremental  positions  but  I  do  NOT  support  the 
efforts of the Libertarian Retreat Caucus to simply water 
down  the  platform.  A  true  incremental  position, 
acceptable to me for candidates, is something that may 
be  less  libertarian  than  the  LP  platform  but  more 
libertarian than the status quo: in other words, a position 
that if enacted would move public policy in a libertarian

direction. Some of the positions advocated by the border 
nazis  and  war  pigs  aren’t  incremental  at  all,  but  are 
downright un-libertarian and this is unacceptable.

The  national  sales  tax  is  also  a  very  un-libertarian 
scheme that would finance government on the backs of 
the poor, and let me say that I will absolutely not vote for 
any candidate that supports it. I can’t imagine that either 
the national convention or the LNC would buy into this, 
but  if  they ever did, that  would settle the hash for  me 
once and for all.

In view of this, I would like LPNM to change the way we 
send delegates to national conventions.  We  should no 
longer just send anybody who can afford to go. I want to 
question  potential  delegates  about  their  views  before 
deciding  if  they  should  be  voting  delegates.  (ANY 
member  who  has  the  money  can  still  go  to  national 
conventions  but  can  only  vote  if  they  are  official 
delegates.)  Since we rarely send a full  delegation,  we 
normally authorize the delegations to fill  vacancies with 
any other members who show up, sometimes even with 
people from other states, and I will oppose that practice 
from now on as well. If some of our state members are 
unsure if they will be able to attend, they could run for 
alternate slots.

Now, as to LP membership in New Mexico, our current 
structure could serve as a model for other states: one 
JOINS the LP by simply registering as a Libertarian; to 
be a convention delegate, hold party office, or be a Party 
candidate  for  public  office  one  becomes  a  CAUCUS 
member  by  signing  the  non-aggression  pledge  and 
paying dues.  I  would advocate  two changes in  LPNM 
Bylaw #1. The first is to strike the inclusion of national 
membership,  although  if  we  can  purchase  LP  News 
subscriptions at a bulk rate, CenCom could include such 
a subscription as a benefit of caucus membership. The 
second  would  be  to  add  a  line  such  as  “The  Central 
Committee  is  empowered  to  waive  the  dues  of  any 
caucus  member  who  has  demonstrated  outstanding 
activism  during  the  previous  year.”  Most  activist 
members  would  probably  not  request  such  a  waiver, 
although a few who have much more time than money, 
myself included, would.

The years ahead will be tough. This is nothing new. The 
odds are against us, as they have always been, but we 
keep trying because the stakes are so high and there is 
always the chance, however slim, that we just might win 
some day. After all, the flip side of every impediment is 
opportunity. See you at the state convention!

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
"The very purpose of the Bill of Rights was to withdraw 
certain  subjects  from  the  vicissitudes  of  political 
controversy,  to  place  them  beyond  the  reach  of 
majorities  and officials  and to  establish  them as  legal 
principles to be applied by the courts. One's right to life, 
liberty,  and  property,  to  free  speech,  a  free  press, 
freedom  of  worship  and  assembly,  and  other 
fundamental rights may not  be submitted to vote;  they 
depend on the outcome of no election."
– Justice Robert H. Jackson,
   Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, 
   319 U.S. at 624, 638 (1943).



CONVENTION ACCOMODATIONS
by Ron Bjornstad [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net ]

Saturday will be in the Paradise conference room near 
the front desk. The Friday evening and Sunday morning 
portions will take place in a smaller hospitality room near 
the back of the facility. There will be a banquet meal on 
Saturday evening, other meals will be at the attendees' 
discretion.

Although there are several restaurants nearby, including 
one in the hotel, the hospitality room will be stocked with 
food  and  beverages  which  can  be  had  for  a  modest 
contribution.

Rooms are available at the Best Western Inn as well as 
several other motels within a mile or so. Room prices at 
the Best Western will be about $65 per night, rooms at 
other  nearby  motels  will  be  in  the  $55  to  $60  dollar 
range.

To get to the Best Western Inn from the north, take I-25 
exit number 242 and go west approximately two miles to 
Highway  528.  Turn  south  on  Highway  528  for 
approximately seven miles, the Best Western Inn is on 
the right.

From the Farmington/Bloomfield area, take Highway 550 
to Highway 528 and turn right. The Best Western Inn is 
approximately seven miles south on the right.

From Albuquerque and points south take I-25 exit  232 
and go west on Paseo del Norte for approximately five 
miles to Coors Boulevard.  Turn right  (north)  on Coors 
and  get  in  the  left  lane.  Remain  in  the  left  lane  for 
approximately  four  miles,  it  becomes  Highway  528. 
Watch for Sara Road and its traffic light, turn left at the 
first available turn after Sara. The Best Western Inn is on 
the  left  side  of  Highway  528  when  coming  from  the 
south.

For those coming from the west, either take I-25 north to 
exit  232,  and follow those  directions,  or  exit  at  Coors 
Boulevard  and  go  north  approximately  nine  miles.  At 
approximately the five mile point you will pass under the 
Paseo del Norte bridge, get in the left lane and follow the 
road another four miles into Rio Rancho and watch for 
Sara  Road  and  its  traffic  light.  Turn  left  at  the  first 
available turn after Sara. The Best Western Inn is on the 
left side of Highway 528 when coming from the south.

Reservations can be made at the Best Western Inn at 1-
800-658-9558.  Let  them  know  you  are  with  the 
Libertarian Party Convention.

Other motels in the area: Super 8 Motel 505-896-8888 or 
800-800-8000, about one half mile north and one quarter 
mile east at 4100 Barbara Loop; Days Inn 505-892-8800 
about one mile north on the left side of the road. If you 
want  more  information  or  directions,  please  call  Ron 
Bjornstad  at  505-891-4541  or  email 
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
“Freedom begins when you tell Mrs. Grundy to go fly a 
kite.”
– Robert Anson Heinlein, Time Enough for Love

V FOR VENDETTA
www.vforvendetta.com

People should not be afraid of their governments.
Governments should be afraid of their people.

Set against the futuristic landscape of totalitarian Britain, 
V For Vendetta tells the story of a mild-mannered young 
woman named Evey (Natalie Portman) who is rescued 
from a life-and-death situation by a masked man (Hugo 
Weaving) known only as “V.” Incomparably charismatic 
and  ferociously  skilled  in  the  art  of  combat  and 
deception,  V  ignites  a  revolution  when  he  urges  his 
fellow citizens to rise up against tyranny and oppression. 
As  Evey  uncovers  the  truth  about  V’s  mysterious 
background, she also discovers the truth about herself – 
and emerges as his unlikely ally in the culmination of his 
plan  to  bring  freedom  and  justice  back  to  a  society 
fraught with cruelty and corruption.

See the trailer online:

vforvendetta.warnerbros.com/trailer.html

The release date for V For Vendetta is 17 March 2006.

If the date on your mailing label is before 04/01/06, it's time to renew your LPNM membership.



ACTION ITEM
Bill to Change Minor Party Candidate Filing Date
by Jay Vandersloot [ jayvandersloot@yahoo.com ] 

An  “Election  Reform”  bill  (both  attached  and  pasted 
below)  introduced  in  the  current  session  of  the  NM 
legislature  by Rep.  Mary Helen Garcia  (HB453)  would 
make a major change to the minor party filing date.  It 
would change the filing date for minor party candidates to 
the  day  after  the  primary  (June  8)  from  the  second 
Tuesday in July (July 11).
 

We need to contact our legislators to get them to defeat 
this bill.  If not, we would have to have nomination by the 
party (state or county convention), petition, and all other 
papers  ready for  filing prior  to  the primary.   It  can be 
done, but it’s certainly inconvenient.  Instead of changing 
the  filing  date,  they  should  remove  the  petition 
requirement  entirely,  as  it  constitutes  a  double 
requirement  for  petitions;  once  to  qualify  as  a  minor 
party, and again to run candidates.  To my knowledge we 
are now the only State that still has this double petitions 
requirement (Maryland got rid of their's not too long ago).
 

I have pasted the bill Rep. Mary Helen Garcia introduced 
(HB453) for your examination.
 

Jay Vandersloot
State Chair, LPNM
 

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
 

“Election Reform” bill introduced this session by 
Rep. Mary Helen Garcia (HB453)

    

Section 6. Section 1-8-2 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1969, 
Chapter 240, Section 152, as amended) is amended to 
read:

"1-8-2. NOMINATION BY MINOR POLITICAL PARTY – 
CONVENTION-DESIGNATED NOMINEES. –

A. If the rules [and regulations] of a minor political party 
require nomination by political convention:

(1)  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  state 
political convention shall certify to the secretary 
of state the names of their party's nominees for 
United  States  senator,  United  States 
representative,  all  elective  state  offices, 
legislative  offices  elected  from  multicounty 
districts,  the  public  regulation  commission,  all 
elective judicial officers in the judicial department 
and all offices representing a district composed 
of more than one county; and

(2)  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  county 
political  convention  shall  certify  to  the  county 
clerk  the  names  of  their  party's  nominees  for 
elected county offices and for legislative offices 
elected from a district located wholly within one 
county or that is composed of only one county.

B. The names certified to the secretary of state shall be 
filed on the [second Tuesday in July] day following the 
primary election in the year of the general election and 
shall  be accompanied by a petition containing a list  of 
signatures and addresses of voters totaling not less than 
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one percent of the total number of votes cast at the last 
preceding general election for the office of governor or 
president of the United States, as the case may be:

(1) in the state for statewide offices; and

(2) in the district for offices other than statewide
            offices.

The  petition  shall  contain  a  statement  that  the  voters 
signing  the  petition  are  residents  of  the  state,  district, 
county or area to be represented by the office for which 
the person being nominated is a candidate.

C. The names certified to the county clerk shall be filed 
on the [second Tuesday in July] day following the primary 
election in the year of the general election and shall be 
accompanied by a petition containing a list of signatures 
and  addresses  of  voters  totaling  not  less  than  one 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  votes  cast  at  the  last 
preceding general election for the office of governor or 
president of the United States, as the case may be:

(1) in the county for countywide offices; and

(2) in the district for offices other than countywide
            offices.

The  petition  shall  contain  a  statement  that  the  voters 
signing  the  petition  are  residents  of  the  state,  district, 
county or area to be represented by the office for which 
the person being nominated is a candidate.

D. Persons certified as nominees shall be members of 
that party before the day the governor issues the primary 
election proclamation.

E. No voter shall sign [any] a petition prescribed by this 
section for more persons than the number of minor party 
candidates necessary to fill the office at the next ensuing 
general election."

Sorry, ma'am ...
by Scott Bieser [ www.scottbieser.com ]



What Really Happened
by Cindy Sheehan

www.truthout.org/docs_2006/020106Z.shtml    
Wednesday, 01 February 2006  

As  most  of  you have  probably  heard,  I  was  arrested 
before the State of the Union Address last night.

I  am speechless with fury at  what happened and with 
grief over what we have lost in our country.

There have been lies from the police and distortions   by 
the press. (Shocker) So this is what really happened:

This  afternoon  at  the  People's  State  of  the  Union 
Address in DC where I was joined by Congresspersons 
Lynn  Woolsey  and  John  Conyers,  Ann  Wright,  Malik 
Rahim and John Cavanagh, Lynn brought me a ticket to 
the  State  of  the  Union  Address.  At  that  time,  I  was 
wearing the shirt that said: 2245 Dead. How many more?

After the PSOTU press conference, I was having second 
thoughts about going to the SOTU at the Capitol. I didn't 
feel comfortable going. I knew George Bush would say 
things that would hurt me and anger me and I knew that I 
couldn't disrupt the address because Lynn had given me 
the ticket and I didn't want to be disruptive out of respect 
for her. I, in fact, had given the ticket to John Bruhns who 
is  in  Iraq  Veterans  Against  the War.  However,  Lynn's 
office had already called the media and everyone knew I 
was going to be   there so I sucked it up and went.

I  got  the  ticket  back  from  John,  and  I  met  one  of 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee's staffers in the Longworth 
Congressional Office building and we went to the Capitol 
via the underground tunnel. I went through security once, 
then had to use the rest room and went through security 
again.

My ticket was in the 5th gallery, front row, fourth seat in. 
The  person  who in  a  few minutes  was to  arrest  me, 
helped me to my seat.

I  had just  sat  down and I  was warm from  climbing 3 
flights of stairs back up from the bathroom so I unzipped 
my jacket. I turned to   the right to take my left arm out, 
when  the  same  officer  saw  my  shirt  and  yelled; 
"Protester." He then ran over to me, hauled me out of my 
seat  and  roughly  (with  my  hands  behind  my  back) 
shoved me up the stairs. I said something like "I'm going, 
do you have to be so rough?" By the way, his name is 
Mike Weight.

The  officer  ran  with  me  to  the  elevators  yelling  at 
everyone to move out of the way. When we got to the 
elevators, he cuffed me and   took me outside to await a 
squad car. On the way out,  someone behind me said, 
"That's Cindy Sheehan." At which point the officer who 
arrested me said:  "Take    these steps slowly." I  said, 
"You  didn't  care  about  being  careful  when  you  were 
dragging  me  up  the  other  steps."  He  said,  "That's 
because you were protesting."   Wow, I get hauled out of 
the People's House because I was, "Protesting."

I  was never told that I  couldn't  wear that shirt  into the 
Congress.  I  was never  asked  to  take  it  off  or  zip my 
jacket back up. If I had been asked to do any of those 

things...  I  would  have,  and  written  about  the 
suppression  of  my  freedom  of  speech  later.  I  was 
immediately, and roughly (I have the bruises and muscle 
spasms  to  prove  it)  hauled  off  and  arrested  for 
"unlawful conduct."

After  I  had  my  personal  items  inventoried  and  my 
fingers printed,  a nice Sgt.  came in and looked at my 
shirt and said, "2245, huh? I just got back from there."

I  told  him  that  my  son  died  there.  That's  when  the 
enormity of my loss hit me. I have lost my son. I have 
lost my First Amendment   rights. I have lost the country 
that  I  love. Where did America go? I  started crying in 
pain.

What did Casey die for? What did the 2244 other brave 
young Americans die for? What are tens of thousands of 
them over there in harm's way for still? For this? I can't 
even wear a shirt that has the number of troops on it that 
George Bush and his arrogant and ignorant policies are 
responsible for killing.

I wore the shirt to make a statement. The press knew I 
was going to be there and I thought every once in awhile 
they would show me and I would have the shirt on. I did 
not wear it to be disruptive, or I would have unzipped my 
jacket  during George's speech. If  I  had any idea what 
happens  to  people  who  wear  shirts  that  make  the 
neocons uncomfortable that I would be arrested... maybe 
I would have, but I didn't.

There have already been many wild stories out there.

I  have  some  lawyers  looking  into  filing  a  First 
Amendment  lawsuit  against  the  government  for  what 
happened  tonight.  I  will  file  it.  It  is  time  to  take  our 
freedoms and our country back.

I  don't  want  to  live  in  a  country  that  prohibits  any 
person, whether he/she has paid the ultimate price for 
that  country,  from    wearing,  saying,  writing,  or 
telephoning  any  negative  statements  about  the 
government. That's why I am going to take my freedoms 
and liberties back.  That's    why I  am not  going to let 
Bushco take anything else away from me...or you.

I  am  so  appreciative  of  the  couple  of  hundred  of 
protesters who came to the jail while I was locked up to 
show  their  support....  we  have  so  much  potential  for 
good... there is so much good in so many people.

Four hours and 2 jails after I was arrested, I was let out. 
Again, I am so upset and sore it is hard to think straight.

Keep up the struggle... I promise you I will too.

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
“The golden rule of conduct...is mutual toleration, seeing 
that we will never all think alike and we shall see Truth in 
fragments  and  from  different  angles  of  vision. 
Conscience is not the same thing for all. Whilst, therefor, 
it  is  a good guide for  individual  conduct,  imposition of 
that conduct upon all will be an insufferable interference 
with everybody’s freedom of conscience.”
– Mohandas Gandhi
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LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Chair
Jay Vandersloot, 505-362-1733
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Bruce Bush, 505-256-0810
bruce1776@msn.com

Secretary
Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197
gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Stan Raczynski, 505-291-9977
cynelf@earthlink.net

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Ron Bjornstad, 505-891-4541
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Judy Glenn, 505-625-0175
jtigger@plateautel.net

District 1 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 1 Representative, Seat B
John Pfersich,
505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025
lplcnm@valornet.com

District 2 Representative, Seat B
Dorsey J. Glenn, 505-625-0175 
djglenn@plateautel.net

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
W. Keaton Johnson, 505-983-5856

CAMPUS GROUPS

New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker
505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting)
505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
"If  someone has a gun and is trying to 
kill you, it would be reasonable to 
shoot back with your own gun."
– The Dalai Lama

"In matters of conscience, the law of the 
majority has no place."
– Mohandas Gandhi

COUNTY CHAIRS

Bernalillo
Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197 
gunssavelives@comcast.net
www.lpnm.org/bernalillo

Chaves
Dorsey J. Glenn, 505-625-0175 
djglenn@plateautel.net

San Juan
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681 
nm_bob@hotmail.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad, 505-288-4228
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

COUNTY CONTACTS
(Unorganized Counties)

Colfax
Richard Moore, 505-377-6849
myliberty@mail.com

Dona Ana
Siebert Ickler, 505-541-9079
flicklers@peoplepc.com

Lea
Christina Groth, 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025 
lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill, 505-662-7833 
acogbill@geopotential.com

Otero
Kathleen Hodgkinson
505-437-6042 
hodgkinson@cybermesa.com

Roosevelt 
Ken Sanders, 505-749-2085

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch, 505-466-4706 
suelib1@hotmail.com

Valencia
Amy Frederick, 505-866-1127
alf083155@aol.com

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
"As  government  regulations  grow 
slowly,  we  become  used  to  the 
harness.  Habit  is  a  powerful  force, 
and we no longer feel as intensely as 
we once would have the constriction 
of our liberties that would have been
utterly intolerable a mere half century 
ago."
– Judge Robert Bork

LPNM VACANCIES
Central Committee (1)

District 1 Representative, Seat A

County Contacts (20)
Catron / Cibola / Curry / De Baca

Eddy / Grant / Guadalupe / Harding
Hidalgo / McKinley / Miguel / Mora
Luna / Quay / Rio Arriba / Sierra

Socorro / Taos / Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)
Eastern New Mexico University 

(Portales)

New Mexico State University
(Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University 
(Silver City)

Call the state chair if you're 
interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?

INTERNET RESOURCES
Official Website
www.lpnm.org

LPNM Discussion
groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

New Mexico Liberty
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

LPNM Activists
groups.yahoo.com/group/

lpnm-activists

LPNM Business List 
groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz

(Caucus membership required)

Myspace.com 
groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list
groups.yahoo.com/group/

SouthwestRegionLNC

=  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =
"Inflation  is  nothing  more  than  an 
extension of tax rates through other 
means. Inflation then is a hidden tax. 
Deficits and taxes are really the twin 
pillars of  the welfare state.  It  gives 
the  appearance  that  government 
benefits  are  free,  making 
government out to be a benevolent 
Santa Claus."
– Jim Puplava



AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
(DEBITS AND CREDITS)

Los Alamos National Bank:
I authorize Los Alamos National Bank (LANB) to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) as noted 
below:

Customer Name (on account, please print): ______________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name: ________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: _________

Routing Number / ABA: ________/________/________ Account Number: __________________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit) Los Alamos National Bank customer, LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO
$______0049491720 LPNM General Fund $______0049404620 Chair's Contingency Fund
$______0049412720 Operation Major Player Fund $______0056293920 Operation Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer  $_____MONTHLY on the  _______ day of each month starting  ___/___/___

I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until LANB has received notification from me regarding termination in  
such time and in such manner as to afford LANB a reasonable opportunity to act on it.  I also understand this transfer is not immediate  
and could take up to two business days.

Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________  Social Security Number: __________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee: _________________________________________ Date: __________________

Authorization processed by: ______________________________________ Date: __________________

MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:

CARD TYPE (circle one):  VISA  or  MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Expires: __ __/__ __

$_______ on the  _______ day of each month beginning on  __ __/__ __/__ __  to be used as follows:
$______LPNM General Fund $______Chair's Contingency Fund
$______Operation Major Player Fund $______Operation Win One Fund

I understand that this agreement remains in effect until  I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in writing, to 
cancel or alter this agreement.
NAME (on card, please print):  ______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _____________________________________________  DATE  __ __/__ __/__ __

FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.

Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, occupation and employer for each individual whose 
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Political contributions are not tax deductible.  Your contribution may be 
used to fund federal election activity.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: _________

Phone (h): ______________________  (w): ______________________  E-mail: ________________________________

Employer: ______________________________________  Occupation: _______________________________________

This form is for monthly pledges only.  Please pay dues separately.  Complete either the AUTOMATED TRANSFER section or the 
CREDIT CARD section, and the INFO section.  Mail the entire form to the address below.  Thank You !!

LPNM, Stan Raczynski / 11100 Gibson SE #D85 / Albuquerque NM 87123

If the date on your mailing label is before 04/01/06, it's time to renew your LPNM membership.



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Libertarian Party of New Mexico Enrollment / Renewal Coupon

Name                                                                                                      Address                                                                                                 

City                                                                                                         State     Zip                           Phone                                                                     

Email                                                                       Employer                                                               Occupation                                                            

[   ] I am a registered Libertarian and wish to [   ] join [   ] renew as a caucus member. Enclosed is $25 annual dues payable to  
“Libertarian Party.” (Sorry,  we cannot  accept  corporate checks.)  I  will  get  the state  newsletter  and the LP News and will  have 
delegate stat us at state conventions. 

I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. Signed                                                                                                             

[   ] Enclosed is my donation of $                       for use as indicated:

[   ] LPNM General Fund [   ] Chair’s Contingency Fund [   ] Major Player Fund [   ] Win One Fund

Please make donation check payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)

Credit Card Info: Type                         Number                                                                 Exp.Date                               Amount                   

Signed                                                                                                    

Government mandated notices: 

• The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual LP News subscription cost of $25 is included in your national  
membership dues. 

• The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all fund raising appeals. 
• The Federal  Election Commission requires us to ask for  the employer and occupation of  each individual  whose contributions 

aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party working to increase your 
freedom.

PRINT, FILL OUT, CUT ON DOTTED LINE AND SEND TO: 918 IVORY RD SE /  RIO RANCHO NM 87124

NEW MEXICO LIBERTY – ADMIN NOTES
Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces or timely 
information that you think belongs in the newsletter, please 
send it along. I can be contacted at 505-710-5197, or email 
address gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When sending your submission as an MS Word file, send it 
single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins should be 
half-inch (0.5”) around, with no headers or footers. If  you 
send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want 
anything in bold type, underlined, in italics, struck-through, 
etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's 
going on in the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up 
to in spreading the message. For example, an article about 
the stupidity, insanity and evil of the UN might get put in, 
depending on available space and the quality of the article. 
A group of LPNM members counter-protesting the raising of 
a UN flag by the city council WILL get put in, and probably 
will get first priority.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest 
quality graphics you can – email them to me at the address 
above, and I’ll do what I can to get them in the next issue. In 
particular,  what  I  want  are  pictures  of  YOU  the  LPNM 
members,  either  at  LPNM-sponsored  events  or  at  other 
people’s events.

Submission deadline for the February issue – midnight, 24 
January 2006

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally, New Mexico Liberty will be posted to the web, in 
text-only and PDF formats, to the Yahoo group I’ve set up 
for it:

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

The text version will go out as email messages, and back 
issues will be available on the web in the Messages section. 
The .pdf version will be available in the Files section.

A. Subscriptions and Correspondence

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To subscribe, send a blank email to 
nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to:
nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Submissions,  problems,  Letters  to  the  Editor  –  send  a 
message to nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com

B. Copyright

Copyright  © 2005  Libertarian  Party  of  New  Mexico.  All 
rights reserved.

Permission is  explicitly granted for  subscribers  to  recopy 
New  Mexico  Liberty  for  non-commercial  purposes, 
specifically as use as an outreach tool, as in leaving said 
copies  in  the  waiting  lobbies  of  doctors’  and  dentists’ 
offices, car repair shops, etc., as well as for use at special 
events,  provided that  NM Liberty is copied in its entirety. 
Use your imagination here.
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