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LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

Back Issues Available
I'm  in  the  process  of  making  back  issues  of  New Mexico Liberty,  and  its 
predecessors,  The  Libertarian and  The  Minuteman,  available  in  the  Files 
section of the NML Yahoo site [ groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/files ]. Only 
one “problem” – Yahoo only allows for 20MB of storage there before they start 
charging. So when it fills up, I'll remove the older ones to make room for newer 
issues.

Webcasting
The  two cable-access  TV shows featured here  every month,  The Weekly 
Sedition and  New Mexico's Consumer Advocate,  will now be webcast from 
Channel 27 here in Albuquerque. That means that it doesn't matter if you not a 
Comcast subscriber, or live outside the Albuquerque area – you can still watch 
over the internet. Granted, it helps to have a high-speed connection, as video 
eats up lots of bandwidth. See the Field Reports section on page 2 for details.

THE PUZZLES SECTION
List ten (10) aspects of your life that are totally unregulated by federal, state or 
local government.

A MODEST CHALLENGE FOR OFFICEHOLDERS AND CANDIDATES
Name  ten  (10)  existing  regulatory  laws,  spending  programs  or  taxes  that 
you're willing to sponsor repeals of.

THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To the first person to write a logical and documented essay showing one of the 
following to be compatible with the Declaration of Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

To claim your prize, contact 
Mike Blessing at 505-710-5197 
or gunssavelives@comcast.net.
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CALENDAR
See groups.myspace.com/lpnm for details, updates, etc.

REGULAR EVENTS
Thursday,  4  May  –  Bernalillo  County  Liberty  Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6:00  to  7:00  PM  at  Fiesta's 
Restaurant  &  Lounge  (Carlisle  &  Montogomery  NE). 
Contact Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197, for details.

Wednesday, 10 May – Interested county Libertarians are 
invited to attend and to contact  Siebert Ickler, 505-541-
9079, for information on location and time.

Saturday, 13 May – San Juan County LP meets at 6PM – 
contact Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681, for details. The San 
Juan County LP's Central Committee will meet at 5PM.

Thursday,  18  May  –  Bernalillo  County  Liberty  Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6:00  to  7:00  PM  at  Fiesta's 
Restaurant  &  Lounge  (Carlisle  &  Montogomery  NE). 
Contact Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197, for details.

Wednesday, 24 May – Sandoval County meets at JB’s 
restaurant  on  528  near  Intel.  Contact  Ron  Bjornstad, 
505-288-4228, for details.

Saturday, 27 May 2006 – LPDAC will host an information 
table at  the Farmer's  Market  in downtown Las Cruces 
from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Contact Siebert Ickler, 505-
541-9079, for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in ABQ
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

The Weekly Sedition
Wednesdays at 8PM

groups.myspace.com/kcufmedia

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
groups.yahoo.com/group/hemptv

Judicial Interlocks
by Trever of the Albuquerque Journal

16 February 2005

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
“The military don't start wars. Politicians start wars.”
– GEN William C. Westmoreland (USA)
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FIELD REPORTS
From County / Campus Chairs

Bernalillo – The  BCLP  is  hosting  two  meetings  per 
month,  as  well  as  a  weekly hour-long TV show (New 
Mexico's Consumer Advocate) on Albuquerque Comcast 
Ch.27. Show times are Wednesdays at 8PM. For more 
information,  see  the  BCLP  website  – 
www.lpnm.org/bernalillo.

The  Weekly  Sedition and  New  Mexico's  Consumer 
Advocate are now available in webcast format. See the 
sites for Channel 27 [ www.quote-unquote.org ] or KCUF 
Media [ groups.myspace.com/kcufmedia ] for the viewing 
links.

Jay Vandersloot and Bill Koehler spent about 30 minutes 
in March on 106.3 KAGM-AM and weren't  cut  off  and 
marginalized,  as  has  happened to  Mike  Blessing  and 
Michael Badnarik while appearing on the Jim Villanucci 
show.  The  fill-in  hosts  (one  of  whom  is  a  libertarian) 
actually gave Jay and Bill time to speak up.

Dona Ana – The LPDAC Central Committee has been 
having monthly meetings, as well as an information table 
at  the  Las  Cruces  Farmer's  Market.  See  the  LPDAC 
website – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana – for details.

The LPDAC held a tax protest on 17 April at the street 
corners  by the Las  Cruces  Main  Post  Office  and City 
Hall. See page 11 or the LPDAC site for more.
 

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings at 
the J.B.'s on 528, north of Intel.

LPNM'S 2006 CANDIDATES
• Siebert Ickler for U.S. Senate.
• John Prfersich for Commissioner of Public Lands.
• Stan Raczynski for State Treasurer.
• Mike Blessing for Bernalillo County Sheriff.
• Jay Vandersloot  for  Bernalillo County Commission, 

District 5
• Paul  Trujillo  for  Valencia  County  Commission, 

District 3

LP OF CHAVES COUNTY DISBANDS
by D.J. Glenn [ djglenn@plateautel.net ]

Friday, 21 April 2006

The  Libertarian  Party  of  Chaves  County  made  the 
extremely  difficult  decision  to  disband  at  its  regularly 
scheduled meeting this evening. We simply had to face 
the reality of a declining membership and our inability or 
failure  to  enlist  new (and  active)  members.  After  well 
over two years of  very concerted effort,  we are simply 
burned out.

We  have  about  $600.00  in  funds  that  we  elected  to 
donate to the LPNM.

Additionally, Judy and I will be deciding, within the next 
few  days,  whether  to  continue  our  LPNM  Central 
Committee membership.

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
"The work of  the individual still  remains the spark that 
moves mankind forward."
– Igor Sikorsky, aeronautical engineer



Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

"Democracy is based on the conviction that man has the moral and  
intellectual capacity . . . to govern himself with reason and justice."
– Harry Truman, 33rd U.S. president

The Wasted Vote Question!
Election time is fast approaching. The LPNM has already 
nominated  some  state-wide  candidates,  some  of  the 
county  affiliates  have  nominated  candidates  for  local 
races, and other county affiliates may be nominating yet 
other local candidates.

While there are numerous questions our candidates will 
be asked,  there is  one question that  is  almost  always 
asked of Libertarian candidates. The person asking the 
question  states  the belief  that  there  is  no  chance  the 
Libertarian candidate will be elected, and asks why they 
should “waste” their votes on an candidates they do not 
believe have any chance of being elected, when they can 
make their vote count by voting for one of the two major 
party candidates. Usually it is also stated that they are 
planning to cast their vote based on the “lesser of two 
evils” concept. Usually, the Libertarian answers that if 
you vote for the lesser of two evils, you are still left with 
evil.  Both  the  voter’s  view  and  the  Libertarian’s  reply 
ignore  a  very  important  element  of  what  happens  in 
elections – something that I  refer to as the  “Mandate 
From the People Syndrome.”
Even though  voters  cast  their  ballots  based on which 
candidates  they  believe  will  be  less  harmful,  the 
candidates  who are  elected  do  not  know,  and  do  not 
care, how many voters voted for them, and how many 
actually voted against their opponents.  All they see is 
the  percentage  of  the  vote  they received  and  say,  “I 
have a MANDATE from the people.”
In effect, the voice of the person voting for the “lesser of 
two evils” is not heard. The elected candidate does not 
know  that  you  are  unhappy  with  his  or  her  political 
positions. In actuality, the vote for the “lesser of two 
evils” is the TRUE wasted vote.
Instead of voting for the “lesser of  two evils” the voter 
should vote for the candidate who has the principles and 
political views in which the voter believes. By doing so, 
even though that candidate may not be elected, the voice 
of the voter is heard, because the candidates who are 
elected see that they do not have the “mandate from 
the people” that they would otherwise have thought they 
had.  They  will  see  that  part  of  their  constituency  is 
dissatisfied with their politics, and that they must change 
if they want to have any hope of gaining those votes in 
the future.

Our 40th US President,  Ronald Reagan (I  know many 
Libertarians are not happy with his presidency, but the 
quote applies),  is  credited with having said,  "I  do not 
care  who  gets  the  credit  for  doing  something,  so 
long as it gets done." Well, I do not care what political 
party name the elected officials wears (for example, Ron 
Paul of Texas is elected as a Republican, but his votes in 
Congress are based on Libertarian principles), so long 
as they enact needed laws that are in compliance with 
the  US Constitution  and  our  rights  therein  delineated, 
and more importantly, get rid of laws that violate the

US Constitution and  are  an  affront  to  the us  and our 
rights and diminish liberty.

In reality, though, we see over and over that we cannot 
depend on the Republican and Democratic party elected 
officials to do what is right and needs to be done, as we 
see  that  they  both  perpetuate  Big  government  and 
continually pass laws that violate the US Constitution and 
our rights, and hinder the cause of liberty.  If we are to 
advance the cause of liberty, we will  have to do it 
ourselves, by getting Libertarians elected to office.
Therefore, we find that it is incumbent upon all of us to 
expose  fallacy  of  the  common  wasted-vote  syndrome 
beliefs  by  showing  our  family,  friends,  neighbors,  co-
workers,  and  anyone  else  with  whom  we  come  into 
contact that their vote for the Libertarian candidate is the 
only  vote  that  really  counts.   Only  by  voting  for  the 
Libertarian  candidate  will  their  voice  truly be heard  by 
whoever is elected.

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
Candidates for Upcoming Elections

As I requested last month, if any of the County Affiliates 
have nominated anyone, please get information to me, 
preferable by email to my email address, which is in the 
header of this page.  If you don’t have email, you can call 
me at 505-362-1733, to pass on the information.  The 
time  is  closing  fast.   If  you have  not  yet  held  your 
County Convention, you need to take care of this, so 
you can get  your candidates nominated.  Let’s  not 
wait until the last moment.  Let’s take action NOW!

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
LPNM CenCom Vacancies

We  still  have  three  Central  Committee  vacancies  we 
need to fill.

District 1, Seat A
District 2, Seat A
District 3, Seat B

If  you have any recommendations,  please contact  me, 
preferable by email  (email  address is in the header of 
this page). If you don’t have email, you can call me at 
505-362-1733, to pass on the information.

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
As I  have been somewhat wordy this  month,  I  do not 
have sufficient space remaining on this page to print the 
next of the planks from our LP National Platform, so we 
will skip that this month, and continue next month with 
the plank that comes under the heading of –

I.  Individual Rights and Civil Order

10.  Freedom of Communication

"Posterity: you will  never know how much it  has 
cost my generation to preserve your freedom.  I 
hope you will make good use of it."
– John Quincy Adams, 6th U. S. president
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V FOR VENDETTA
www.vforvendetta.com

People should not be afraid of their governments.
Governments should be afraid of their people.

Set against the futuristic landscape of totalitarian Britain, 
V For Vendetta tells the story of a mild-mannered young 
woman named Evey (Natalie Portman) who is rescued 
from a life-and-death situation by a masked man (Hugo 
Weaving) known only as “V.” Incomparably charismatic 
and  ferociously  skilled  in  the  art  of  combat  and 
deception,  V  ignites  a  revolution  when  he  urges  his 
fellow citizens to rise up against tyranny and oppression. 
As  Evey  uncovers  the  truth  about  V’s  mysterious 
background, she also discovers the truth about herself – 
and emerges as his unlikely ally in the culmination of his 
plan  to  bring  freedom  and  justice  back  to  a  society 
fraught with cruelty and corruption.

The movie debuted on 17 March 2006, and made a bit of 
money. Seems like the Wachowski brothers can make a 
decently libertarian movie and make a few FRN's in the 
process. Look for the DVD edition to be coming out in a 
few months.

See the trailers online:

www.vforvendetta.com/trailer.html

For those interested in reading the book, turn your web 
browser to DC Comics' Vertigo line:

www.vertigocomics.com
www.dccomics.com/graphic_novels/?gn=1731 

Or  just  go  to  the  Wikipedia  page  for  both  book  and 
movie:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V_for_vendetta

I'm maintaining a running blog of  links  to reviews and 
articles about the movie and book:

www.tinyurl.com/znnqz

THE SPEND-O-METER
Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

505-264-6090
Monday, 3 April 2006

www.tinyurl.com/mgm88

Rio  Grande  Foundation’s  “Spend-O-Meter”  Provides 
Vivid Illustration of New Mexico’s Real-Time Spending

(Albuquerque,  New  Mexico)  –  How  fast  does  New 
Mexico’s  state government  spend taxpayer dollars? At 
approximately $380 per second, it turns out the answer 
is “too fast for the human eye.” 

Thanks  to  the  New  Mexico  Spend-O-Meter,  the  Rio 
Grande  Foundation’s  revolutionary  way  to  visualize 
government spending, taxpayers and policymakers can 
see the real-time spending of the State of New Mexico 
for the current fiscal year. 

As Foundation President Paul Gessing noted, “With its 
up-to-the-moment  numbers,  the  New  Mexico  Budget 
Spend-O-Meter clearly illustrates to New Mexicans just 
how fast their money is being spent. It also exposes the 
fact that our state government spends far more money 
than most of us realize.” 

Gessing  went  on  to  point  out  that  “Most  discussions 
about New Mexico’s budget focus on the General Fund, 
which will total $5.1 billion in FY 2007. But, in FY 2006, 
which ends on June 30, New Mexico’s government will 
spend nearly 12 billion taxpayer dollars.”

According to Rio Grande Foundation calculations, New 
Mexico’s  government  is  on  pace  to  spend  $6,159  for 
every man, woman, and child in the state. Based on data 
from  the  New  Mexico  Tax  and  Revenue  Department 
estimating that there are 875,000 tax filers in the state, 
the state plans to spend $13,571 for each and every tax 
filer  in  FY 2006. That  works  out  to over  $1,130 every 
month for each-and-every New Mexican that filed a tax 
return.

Gessing  concluded  by  saying,  “It  is  time  for  New 
Mexicans  to  ask  themselves  whether  they  are  really 
getting their money’s worth from all of this spending.” On 
the other hand, he said “Every legislator should make it a 
priority to trim spending and slow the Spend-O-Meter.”

The New Mexico Budget Spend-O-Meter is available at 
the  Rio  Grande  Foundation  website, 
www.riograndefoundation.org.

[ The way Sir Spend-A-Lot Wild Bill Richardson is going, 
the  RGF's  Spend-O-Meter  is  going  to  have  a  “Y2K” 
moment  when  the  total  there  goes  over 
Ø10,000,000,000.  – MWB ] 

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
"You need only reflect that one of the best ways to get 
yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days 
is  to  go  about  repeating  the  very  phrases  which  our 
founding fathers used in the struggle for independence."
– Charles Austin Beard, historian

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity
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Conservatives  and  libertarians  tend  to  believe 
constitutional  limits  on  government  power  should  be 
obeyed, but Richardson’s own base is even more directly 
impacted  and  mobilized.  After  all,  Richardson  calls 
himself  a “business friendly progressive,”  thus implying 
that much of his support comes from middle and working 
class New Mexicans.

The impact on the poor was explained by former Justice 
Sandra  Day  O’Connor  in  her  Kelo dissent.  O’Connor 
explained that “the fallout from this decision will not be 
random. The beneficiaries are likely to be those citizens 
with disproportionate influence and power in the political 
process,  including large corporations and development 
firms.”

Despite  his  professed  concern  for  poor  and  working 
class New Mexicans, Richardson has taken the side of 
the rich and influential developers on this issue. It will be 
interesting to see what the fallout from this move is for 
property owners – and for the governor’s political career.

Paul  Gessing  is  the  president  of  New  Mexico’s  Rio 
Grande Foundation. The Rio Grande Foundation is an 
independent,  non-partisan,  tax-exempt  research  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  promoting 
prosperity for New Mexico based on principles of limited 
government,  economic  freedom  and  individual 
responsibility.

[ Considering Sir Spend-A-Lot's veto on this issue, New 
Mexico Liberty would like to suggest a campaign slogan 
for his 2006 re-election effort: “Su Casa, Mi Casa” (“Your 
House is My House”) –  MWB ] 

Becky
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

[  My  personal salute  to  outgoing Secretary  of  State 
Rebecca  Vigil-Giron.  Good-bye and  good  riddance – 
MWB ]

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
"Violence,  naked  force,  has  settled  more  issues  in 
history  than  has  any  other  factor,  and  the  contrary 
opinion is wishful thinking at its worst."
– Robert A. Heinlein, Starship Troopers (1959)

CONDEMNATION BILL VETO IS SHOCKING
Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

505-264-6090
Wednesday, 15 March 2006

www.tinyurl.com/pu5ma

In a move that can only be described as “shocking” for 
both political  and moral  reasons,  Gov.  Bill  Richardson 
became  the  first  governor  in  the  country  to  veto 
legislation aimed at protecting individual property owners 
from the abusive use of eminent domain.

According to the Institute for Justice, the nation’s leading 
authority on the use of eminent domain, abuse primarily 
occurs  when  the  government  takes  one  person's 
property and gives it to another private party.

In June 2005, the Supreme Court's decision in  Kelo v. 
New London made eminent domain abuse constitutional 
by interpreting the Fifth  Amendment to mean that  any 
eminent domain taking, even for the express benefit of 
another  private  entity  was  legal  as  long  as  the 
condemning authority had a “plan” and officials believed 
that some public benefit would result from the taking.

Although the court’s decision was a tremendous blow to 
property owners everywhere, the court explicitly allowed 
for the possibility that states could place restrictions on 
the use of  eminent  domain.  That  is  exactly what  had 
been happening nationwide as more than 40 states have 
bills  under  consideration  and  six  states  had  already 
passed bills to address the court’s decision. In fact, until 
Richardson's veto, no governor had opposed efforts to 
limit Kelo’s reach.

It  is  surprising  that  the  governor  sees  no  problem  in 
allowing state and local governments unfettered power to 
take  people’s  homes  and  small  business.  Even  more 
surprising is that a man faces re-election this year and 
who, by all accounts, wants to run for president in 2008 
would choose to take such an unpopular stand.

All  available  polling  data  shows  that  Americans  of  all 
walks  of  life  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  Supreme 
Court’s  broad  interpretation  of  eminent  domain  and 
would thus disapprove of Richardson’s veto.

While it is rare to find any issue on which more than 80 
percent of Americans agree, poll-after-poll clearly shows 
that large majorities of Americans of all income levels, 
ethnic  backgrounds and from  all  geographical  regions 
oppose  the  use  of  eminent  domain  to  further  private 
development  initiatives.  In  one  recent  survey  by  the 
American Farm Bureau, when respondents were asked 
about  the  Kelo ruling,  an  overwhelming  95  percent 
expressed disapproval; of those respondents, 87 percent 
said they disagreed strongly with the ruling. As a means 
of comparison, “only” 64 percent of Americans opposed 
the Dubai port sale.

Not  only  is  opposition  to  Kelo remarkably  broad,  but 
Americans are demanding that something to be done to 
protect homeowners.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity



In  the  futures  (or  alternate  histories)  I  write  about, 
everything is bright and colorful. People usually live in 
what  closely  resembles  American  suburbia  –  except 
that  the lots  they live on,  and the houses  they build 
there are several times larger, better designed and kept 
up.

The tech is always as high as I can credibly make it. 
People get sick less often, their injuries heal faster, and 
they  live  far  longer  (although  I've  observed  that  in 
societies where people are virtually immortal, there's a 
100  percent  likelihood  that  they'll  eventually  die  by 
accidental violence) all because half of what they earn 
isn't  systematically  stolen  from  them  by  some 
government somewhere and then turned against them 
to control their lives and generally retard progress.

For reasons requiring an essay unto itself – or possibly 
27  or  28  books  –  crime  is  an  extremely  rare 
phenomenon (which tends to make it a bit hard on the 
action-adventure  writer  in  me).  With  few  exceptions, 
people  are  prosperous,  happy,  forward-thinking,  and 
mutually tolerant – and manage to stumble on plenty of 
wrongs to right despite all of that.

War  –  along  with  the  low,  crawling  political  and 
corporate  scum-sucking bastards  who benefit  by it  – 
are pretty much relics of the past.

Although  I  haven't  persuaded  a  single  one  of  my 
colleagues to join me in it, I could never write any other 
way,  myself.  I  want  to  give  my  readers  "something 
wonderful"  to  look  forward  to  –  I  want  "something 
wonderful" to look forward to, myself – and even now I 
can't  imagine  adding  to  the  mountain  of  tired, 
threadbare,  gloomy  prognostications  that  have  been 
written and published. George Orwell,  Aldous Huxley, 
and  Mordecai  Roshwald  all  created  much  better 
dystopias than I ever could.

And they didn't slow the march of the killer-state by a 
single nanosecond.

On the other hand, it would appear, neither have I.

But  am I  really naive enough (I  pretend to  hear  the 
cynical  among  you asking)  to  believe  in  this  kind  of 
future? Absolutely – or there wouldn't be any point to 
writing about it. Although I certainly don't believe it will 
come to us free or easy or inevitably, especially now, 
five years after George Bush's version of the Reichstag 
Fire. But this brings me ("finally", I pretend to hear the 
rest of you saying) to the point.

As a writer of alternative histories (what would the world 
be like today if, say, the Pennsylvania farmers had won 
the  Whiskey  Rebellion;  Texas  had  remained  an 
independent nation; Hitler had immigrated to the New 
World  following  World  War  I;  etc.)  I  also  believe  in 
alternative futures.

I've written a good many of them, myself.

Although  details  vary  from  universe  to  universe, 
pictures I paint of whatever universe it happens to be 
are as rosy and attractive as I  can realistically make 
them, given certain truths of history and human nature, 
first, because I want to live in a future like that myself, 
and second, because I believe the best way to get there 
is to make it attractive.

WHICH FUTURE DO YOU WANT?
by L. Neil Smith [ lneil@lneilsmith.com ]

From The Libertarian Enterprise [ www.ncc-1776.org ]

I am a novelist, by trade.

As someone once defined it, I am one the nation's four 
hundred  professional  liars.  I  make  up  long,  complex, 
internally  consistent  lies,  set  them  down  on  paper  or 
disk, and people pay me money for them.

Like H.G. Wells, Edward Bellamy, and Ayn Rand before 
me, I write science fiction (Rand never knew she wrote 
science fiction, but she did, and I mean no denigration by 
saying  so)  with  the  purpose  in  mind  of  conveying  a 
relatively simple set of ideas to as many readers as I can 
before  I  croak  or  it's  too  late  for  all  of  us,  whichever 
comes first.

In the end, those ideas boil down to only three points, 
really:

First, that each and every individual human being is the 
sole and absolute owner of his or her own life and (for 
better or for worse; would-be polluters take extra-careful 
note) all the products of that life;

Second,  that  the  best,  and  possibly  the  only  way  to 
establish, advance, and defend that principle is to utterly 
renounce the use, and, I must insist, the advocacy and 
delegation of initiated force (the adjective is crucial, I do 
not preach pacifism which, at best, makes you a parastic 
free-rider, and, at worst, somebody's breakfast); and

Third, that humanity and civilization as a whole benefit 
beyond  measure  as  long  as  these  principles  are 
earnestly  and  assidously  observed  (although  social 
benefit  isn't vital to the equation – it's still  far better to 
starve  in  freedom  than  to  become  a  sleek,  well-fed 
slave).

Unlike  Bellamy, at  least,  and following the example of 
Robert A. Heinlein who was my teacher in many things, I 
recognize an absolute obligation to  generate  the most 
entertaining stories  I  can,  in advance payment  for  the 
serious  consideration  I  want  my  readers  to  give  my 
ideas. As I've grown older and the titles have piled up (I 
believe I'm working on books 25 and 26 right now – or is 
it 26 and 27?), it  has become easier for me to do just 
that,  as  the emphasis  in  my literary undertakings  has 
shifted, almost  of its own accord, from direct focus on 
the ideas to the individual characters living by them or 
resisting them.

Along the way, driven by that purpose, those principles, 
and a fairly undampable confidence in human progress, 
I've made a number of predictions about the future which 
have come true. My first novel,  The Probability Broach, 
predicted the universal popularity of (and necessity for) 
home computers, wall-sized monitors, the Internet, and 
laptop computers. I also envisioned and wrote about a 
number of the investigative innovations I'm only seeing 
now on TV programs like CSI.

My fourth, The Nagasaki Vector, predicted an end to the 
Soviet empire.

Readers  –  and  other  writers,  for  that  matter  –  often 
praise  me  for  the  "positive  sense  of  life"  that  colors 
almost everything I write.



And third, because contemplating doing anything else is 
so  damned  depressing.  Quite  frankly,  if  you  prefer  a 
future of dark, gritty streets, torn, faded work clothes, bad 
smells,  garbage cans, and squawling alley cats, you're 
out of luck here. Write your own damned future. I want 
my  future  in  brilliant  Technicolor,  3D,  and  Surround 
Sound.

Yet there are, as I'm sure you'll anticipate, likely futures 
that aren't all that rosy and attractive. The mental picture 
that  haunts  my nightmares  most  consisently is  finding 
myself squatting in bombed-out ruins with a half-brick in 
my hand, trying to decide if I can brain the four-year-old 
I've  been  stalking,  for  the  can  of  beans  she's  just 
discovered.

That's exactly what we're coming to if we go on letting 
the Bushes and Clintons of the world manage events and 
control our lives. Western civilization will collapse from 
the weight of all the government that it's forced to carry 
around  on  its  back,  and  worse,  of  its  own  bloated 
stupidity in looking to that  government,  no matter  how 
discredited it becomes, for any answer other than simply 
leaving all of us the hell alone.

Do I have any better plan? Damned right I have, lots of 
them, 28 or 29 books full of them. Start by reading my 
books,  yourself.  I  wrote  them  for  you  to  use  in  the 
struggle for individual liberty. Recommend the ones you 
like  to  family  and  friends.  Recommend  the  ones  you 
don't like to enemies and unwanted relatives. If you're a 
writer yourself, stop the Orwellian whining and try writing 
of a future worth fighting for. It was a hell of an ordeal to 
learn how, but I did it, and so can you.

A  fully-realized  fictional  world  with  its  own  unique 
characters, settings,  and history is a potent weapon in 
the  struggle.  The  idea  is  to  condition  readers' 
expectations so that they'll demand a decent future.

It's the only strategy I trust. Certainly we can get nothing 
that we want – absolutely nothing – by ever voting for any 
Republican  or  Democrat  ever  again.  Or  for  anyone 
currently occupying any political office (with the possible 
exception  of  Congressman  Ron  Paul).  These  are  the 
lowlives who passed the Patriot  Act  twice. They're the 
same  lowlives  who pushed  the  War  on  Drugs  until  it 
became a vast War on Everything. They're the lowlives 
who, at the local level, find excuses to steal your property 
and your pets,  and who casually decide for  restaurant 
owners whether to allow smoking in their establishments 
or not.

All  of  them put  their  nasty hands in your pockets  and 
then use what they find there – your own money – to 
oppress you. Do you want the future that that's creating, 
or one of the futures I believe are possible?

The question is not rhetorical.

Which future do you want?

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
Four-time Prometheus Award-winner L. Neil  Smith has 
been called one of the world's foremost authorities on the 
ethics of self-defense. He is the author of 25 books and 
numerous non-fiction columns, all of which may be found 
through  his  website  "The  Webley  Page"  at 
www.lneilsmith.org.

Harry Browne Dies at Age 72
FROM THE LIBERTARIAN PARTY
Libertarian Party Mourns the Loss of

Beloved Candidate, Author, and Friend

March 2, 2006

(Washington, D.C.) Former Libertarian Party Presidential 
Candidate,  noted scholar,  and investment  advisor  Harry 
Browne died at his home in Franklin, TN on the night of 
March 1, 2006, after a long illness.  

A well-known inspirational speaker and writer, Harry was 
the  author  of  12  books  that  sold  more  than  2  million 
copies. In 1996 and 2000, he was the Libertarian Party's 
candidate for President of the United States, with popular 
vote totals of 485,798 and 384,431 respectively.  

Harry was the  founder  of  DownsizeDC.org,  a  non-profit 
group dedicated to reducing the size of government and 
forcing governmental institutions into compliance with the 
Constitution.  He authored several  popular  books  on the 
libertarian  movement  and  philosophy  including,  Why 
Government  Doesn't  Work  and  The  Great  Libertarian 
Offer.  In addition to these works on Libertarianism, Harry 
wrote investment advice books including You Can Profit 
from a Monetary Crisis and Fail-Safe Investing.

During Harry Browne's campaigns, he made appearances 
in almost  every state  and was credited with over  1,000 
media appearances. He was often praised by the media, 
and  won the  endorsements  of  multiple  talk-show hosts 
and journalists.

“Harry Browne's actions and rhetoric were inspirations for 
me," stated Sam New, acting director of communications 
for the Libertarian Party. "Through Harry's writings, I began 
to understand what Libertarianism is. I trace the beginning 
of my involvement with the Party to him. His contributions 
to  the  Party  will  forever  be  evident.  Harry  will  truly  be 
missed by many supporters, followers, and friends around 
the world."

The Beast
by Russmo [ www.russmo.com ]



LPNM VACANCIES
Central Committee (3)

District 1 Representative, Seat A
District 2 Representative, Seat A
District 3 Representative, Seat B

County Contacts (21)
Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry

De Baca / Eddy / Grant / Guadalupe
Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora

Luna / Quay / Rio Arriba
San Miguel / Sierra / Socorro 

Taos / Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)
Eastern New Mexico University 

(Portales)

New Mexico State University
(Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University 
(Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're 
interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?
INTERNET RESOURCES

Official Website
www.lpnm.org

Mailing lists on lpnm.org
www.tinyurl.com/hogsn

LPNM Discussion
groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

New Mexico Liberty
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

LPNM Activists
www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5

LPNM Business List 
groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz

(Caucus membership required)

Myspace.com 
groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list
www.tinyurl.com/e8khh 

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
“Power  never  takes  a  back  step  – 
only in the face of more power.”
– “Malcolm X”[1]
   From Malcolm X Speaks: Selected
   Speeches and Statements (1965)

[1] El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (19 May
1925 – 21 February 1965) US black 
nationalist  leader;  born  Malcolm 
Little. 

LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Chair
Jay Vandersloot, 505-362-1733
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Bruce Bush, 505-256-0810
bruce1776@msn.com

Secretary
Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197
gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025
lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Ron Bjornstad, 505-891-4541
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Judy Glenn, 505-625-0175
jtigger@plateautel.net

District 1 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 1 Representative, Seat B
John Pfersich,
505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 2 Representative, Seat B
Dorsey J. Glenn, 505-625-0175 
djglenn@plateautel.net

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
VACANT

CAMPUS GROUPS

New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker
505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting)
505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
It's amazing what one has to believe to 

believe in gun control
by Michael Z. Williamson
www.tinyurl.com/88mu3

That  gun  control  works,  which  is  why 
there are no illegal weapons in Northern 
Ireland or Beirut.

[  Or  should  I  say  “the  Occupied  Six 
Counties” in place of “Northern Ireland”? 
–  MWB  ]

COUNTY CHAIRS

Bernalillo
Mike Blessing, 505-710-5197 
gunssavelives@comcast.net
www.lpnm.org/bernalillo

Dona Ana
Siebert Ickler, 505-541-9079
lpdacnm@peoplepc.com
www.lpnm.org/dona-ana

San Juan
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681 
nm_bob@hotmail.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad, 505-288-4228
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

COUNTY CONTACTS
(Unorganized Counties)

Colfax
Richard Moore, 505-377-6849
myliberty@mail.com

Lea
Christina Groth, 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025 
lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill, 505-662-7833 
acogbill@geopotential.com

Otero
Kathleen Hodgkinson
505-437-6042 
hodgkinson@cybermesa.com

Roosevelt 
Ken Sanders, 505-749-2085

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch, 505-466-4706 
suelib1@hotmail.com

Valencia
Amy Frederick, 505-866-1127
amyfrederick1331@msn.com

==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==  ==
"No  legal  plunder:  This  is  the 
principle  of  justice,  peace,  order, 
stability,  harmony,  and  logic.  Until 
the day of my death, I shall proclaim 
this principle with all the force of my 
lungs  (which  alas!  is  all  too 
inadequate)."
– Frederic Bastiat, The Law
   www.bastiat.org



AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
(DEBITS AND CREDITS)

Los Alamos National Bank:
I authorize Los Alamos National Bank (LANB) to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) as noted 
below:

Customer Name (on account, please print): ______________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name: ________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: _________

Routing Number / ABA: ________/________/________ Account Number: __________________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit) Los Alamos National Bank customer, LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO
$______0049491720 LPNM General Fund $______0049404620 Chair's Contingency Fund
$______0049412720 Operation Major Player Fund $______0056293920 Operation Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer  $_____MONTHLY on the  _______ day of each month starting  ___/___/___

I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until LANB has received notification from me regarding termination in 
such time and in such manner as to afford LANB a reasonable opportunity to act on it.  I also understand this transfer is not immediate 
and could take up to two business days.

Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________  Social Security Number: __________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee: _________________________________________ Date: __________________

Authorization processed by: ______________________________________ Date: __________________

MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:

CARD TYPE (circle one):  VISA  or  MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Expires: __ __/__ __

$_______ on the  _______ day of each month beginning on  __ __/__ __/__ __  to be used as follows:
$______LPNM General Fund $______Chair's Contingency Fund
$______Operation Major Player Fund $______Operation Win One Fund

I understand that this agreement remains in effect until I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in writing, to 
cancel or alter this agreement.
NAME (on card, please print):  ______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _____________________________________________  DATE  __ __/__ __/__ __

FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.

Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, occupation and employer for each individual whose 
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Political contributions are not tax deductible.  Your contribution may be 
used to fund federal election activity.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: _________

Phone (h): ______________________  (w): ______________________  E-mail: ________________________________

Employer: ______________________________________  Occupation: _______________________________________

This form is for monthly pledges only.  Please pay dues separately.  Complete either the AUTOMATED TRANSFER section or the 
CREDIT CARD section, and the INFO section.  Mail the entire form to the address below.  Thank You !!

LPNM / 918 Ivory Road SE / Rio Rancho, NM 87124



NEW MEXICO LIBERTY – ADMIN NOTES
Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter 
to the editor, or timely information that you think belongs in 
the newsletter, please send it along. I can be contacted at 
505-710-5197,  or  just  send  it  to  email  address 
gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When sending your submission as an MS Word (or Open 
Office Text) file, send it single-spaced in 10-pt Arial – like 
this is. Margins should be half-inch (0.5”) around, with no 
headers or footers. If you send it in a text-only format, make 
it clear to me if you want anything in bold type, underlined, 
in  italics,  struck-through,  different colors,  etc.  I’m  not 
telepathic here, so help me out.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest 
quality graphics you can – email them to me at the address 
above, and I’ll do what I can to get them in the next issue. In 
particular,  what  I  want  are  pictures  of  YOU  the  LPNM 
members,  either  at  LPNM-sponsored  events  or  at  other 
peoples' events.

Submission  deadline  for  the  June  issue  –  midnight, 
Tuesday, 23 June 2006

Articles
As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer 
than  a  full  page)  and  topical.  A  bit  of  humor  helps, 
especially for op-ed pieces.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's 
going on in the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up 
to in spreading the message. For example, an article about 
the stupidity, insanity and evil of the UN might get put in, 
depending on available space and the quality of the article. 
A group of LPNM members counter-protesting the raising of 
a UN flag by the city council WILL get put in, and probably 
will get first priority.

Letters to the Editor
The editor  will  publish letters  on a space-available basis. 
The same standards apply for letters that apply for articles – 
keep them concise and topical. The editor will NOT publish 
letters in response to other letters – New Mexico Liberty is 
NOT a message board – use [LPNM-discuss]  or [LPNM-
forum] for that purpose.

Editorial Viewpoint
The  basis  for  libertarian  thought  is  the  Zero  Aggression 
Principle –

A  libertarian  is  someone  who  believes  that  no 
human  being  has  the  right  –  under  any 
circumstances  –  to  initiate force  against  another 
human being, nor to threaten, incite or delegate its 
initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates and 
officeholders at all levels of government should refrain from 
advocating  new  or  more  restrictive  laws,  new  or  more 
expensive spending programs, or new or higher taxes. To 
paraphrase  from  the  medical  profession,  “First,  do  no 
harm.”

Subscriptions and Correspondence
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To subscribe, send a blank email to 
nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to:
nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally, New Mexico Liberty will be posted to the web, in 
text-only and PDF formats, to the Yahoo group I’ve set up 
for it:

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

The text version will go out as email messages, and back 
issues  will  be  available  on  the  web  in  the  Messages 
section.  The PDF version will  be available in the Files 
section.

Copyright
Copyright  © 2006 Libertarian Party of  New Mexico.  All 
rights reserved.

Permission is explicitly granted for subscribers to recopy 
New  Mexico  Liberty for  non-commercial  purposes, 
specifically as use as an outreach tool, provided that New 
Mexico  Liberty is  copied  in  its  entirety.  Use  your 
imagination here.

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots
Full page Ø60.00
Half page Ø30.00
Quarter page Ø15.00
Business card Ø  8.00

Rates  are  subject  to  change  at  the  discretion  of  the 
editor.  The  editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such 
changes only when absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out 
over  the  internet,  contact  the  editor  at  email  address 
nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com.  For  an  insert  into 
the print edition, contact Ron Bjornstad at email address 
rbjornstad@earthlink.net or  phone  number  505-288-
4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by 
Boston T. Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic 
(such as email), the acronym “FRN” will be used by the 
editor. See www.javelinpress.com for more information.

Submissions Policy
The editor reserves the right to refuse service to anyone 
for  any reason. The editor will  most  often be willing to 
explain any such reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal 
to post  an advertisement  can be made to the LPNM's 
State Chair and/or Central Committee.



Tax Day Protest – April 17, 2006
(in front of Las Cruces Main Post Office 4pm to dusk)

By Siebert Ickler [ lpdacnm@peoplepc.com ]
www.lpnm.org/dona-ana/taxprotest06.html

County Central Committee members made signs and are 
shown peaceably demonstrating on the street corners by 
the Main Post Office and Las Cruces City Hall. It is a sad 
commentary  on  the  state  of  our  country  that  we  all 
assumed we'd need a permit but a relief to report that we 
still do have the freedom to demonstrate without one. Tax 
day protests  are  a  tradition in the Libertarian Party and 
usually well received, generating some interest in the party 
or  at  least  getting  our  name  in  front  of  the  voters.  As 
reported  by  other  Libertarians,  the  "Honk  if  you  Hate 
Taxes" signs generated the most feedback. We got a lot 
of honks and waves especially when the line to the mail 
drop was backed  up into the intersection.  The sun and 
wind were fierce. My hat blew into the street at one point 
and  a  couple  of  times  my sign  almost  blew out  of  my 
hands.  Who  knew  demonstrating  would  be  such  hard 
work? One man walked by and suggested we should be 
flying  kites.  I  think  he  intended  it  as  a  negative  smart 
remark  but  we responded enthusiastically and agreed it 
might have worked as a better way to hold a sign.

I have never been at the post office on tax deadline day 
before so I was quite surprised by the number of people 
especially around 5pm. We left before the sun went down 
because we doubted that we would be seen well at night 
so I  can only imagine the late night peak.  There was a 
constant stream of traffic  in just  the few hours we were 
there. Quite a few people gave us no feedback, driving by 
without appearing to notice us or glancing at the signs and 
then continuing on their  way. I  estimate that  between a 
third and a half of those that drove past honked and waved 
some  quite  enthusiastically.  One  guy  was  honking  so 
fiercely  he  almost  ran  into  another  car.  Another  guy 
shouted  "honk"  and  said  his  horn  wasn't  working. 
Hopefully those who responded positively took note of our 
party identity and will think of us when voting.

We  did  have  a  few  negative  interactions.  One  lady 
stopped before  crossing  the  street  to  let  us  know how 
much she loved George Bush. Another rolled down her car 
window while waiting to turn and yelled at us about how 
important taxes were. The only exact quote I remember is 
"How would you pay for the roads?" Since this is an easy 
example of  the user  fee alternative it  was a shame we 
didn't get to actually discuss the issue with her. I tried to 
offer to let her pay my taxes for me since she loved paying 
so much but she wasn't accepting feedback and rolled her 
window back up. Traffic was blocked so she rolled down 
her window a second time to berate us again, this time 
something on the order of "did we think everyone should 
pay but us?" Again it could have been a clear opportunity 
to explain the Libertarian position that of  course we are 
against the inequities of the current system but there was 
a break in traffic and she sped off. Another man walked by 
and  muttered  something  about  any  excuse  to 
demonstrate.

In case some of the signs aren't readable following is a 
recap:

HONK IF YOU HATE TAXES
lpnm.org

HONK IF YOU HATE TAXES
JOIN THE LIBERTARIANS

LESS GOVERNMENT LESS TAXES 
A LIBERTARIAN BELIEF

TAXES ARE REVOLTING
WHY AREN'T YOU?
VOTE LIBERTARIAN

LIKE PAYING TAXES?
YOU STILL OWE $136,000 ON THE NATIONAL DEBT!

LIBERTARIAN

WANT LESS GOVERNMENT LESS TAXES? 
VOTE LIBERTARIAN

LIBERTARIAN EQUALS LESS TAXES

Hopefully these make our point that the Libertarian Party is 
for  small  government and less taxes.  If  you'd like  more 
information please look over the sites on our links page or 
feel free to contact us.



Libertarian Party of New Mexico Enrollment / Renewal Coupon
Please print in all areas

Name                                                                         Address                                                                                 

City                                                                              State  Zip                   Phone                                                

Email                                                   Employer                                            Occupation                                        

[  ] I am registered to vote as a Libertarian and wish to [   ] join [   ] renew as a caucus member. 
Enclosed is Ø25 annual dues, payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.) I will 
get the state newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” and will have delegate status at state conventions.

[   ]  I  am not  registered  as Libertarian  in  the State  of  New Mexico  or I  do not  wish to  sign the 
statement opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals at this time. Enclosed is 
Ø25 annual dues, payable to “Libertarian Party.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)  I will 
get the state newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” and will have no other benefits.

I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. 

Signed                                                                                   

[   ] Enclosed is my donation of $              for use as indicated:

[   ] LPNM General Fund [   ] Chair’s Contingency Fund [   ] Major Player Fund [   ] Win One Fund

Please make donation check payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)

Credit Card Info: Type                    Number                                                                     
Exp.Date                    Amount                      

Signed                                                                                   

Government mandated notices: 

• The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription 
cost is included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

• The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on 
all fundraising appeals. 

• The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of  each 
individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political 
party working to increase your freedom.

PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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