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Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

The 2007 Elections

The 2007 elections are coming up in short order – after all, it is June 2007. What we've got 
this  year (and in all  of the odd-numbered years) are the municipal  elections – races for 
Mayor, City Council, etc., and any special elections that come up as circumstances warrant.

The municipal elections are supposed to be “non-partisan” – only the candidates' names are 
listed on the ballot.  Whatever partisan affiliation the candidate holds is  not listed on the 
ballot, but usually finds its way into the race anyway. To date, the LPNM's Press Secretary, 
Bill Koehler, is planning a run for the open seat currently warmed by Craig Loy (Albuquerque 
City  Council,  District  7).  Loy is  one  of  Slick  Marty Chavez's  backers  where the red-light 
cameras are concerned, and Loy is a die-hard in this aspect. Not that I'd expect anything 
else from a former cop . . . 

As for Albuquerque-area City Council  races, there's some bad information out there. One 
source  says that  you don't  have to collect  any signatures – all  you need to  do is  file  a 
Declaration of  Candidacy.  Yet a check of  the  City Clerk's  Election  Guide that's  available 
online [ www.tinyurl.com/ytx929 ] says differently – 

PART I – ELECTION PROCEDURES
STEP 1 – THE PETITION PROCESS

1.1 Obtaining the Petition Form – Prospective candidates are required to obtain 
nominating petitions in  person  from the City Clerk.  Candidates  may not  send a 
representative to obtain the petition form. The nominating petitions used must be 
the form provided by the City Clerk. City Charter Article XIII § 4 (c) 1. D and § 2-4-
13  (B)  ROA 1994.  The nominating  petition  requirements  are  in  addition  to  the 
qualification requirements to receive public campaign funding under the Open and 
Ethical Elections Code.

1.2 Date the Petition Form Will Be Available – The City Clerk will provide the 
nomination petition to prospective candidates. The exact date will  be announced 
and is typically during the early part of June.

1.3 Number of Petition Signatures Required – The number of signatures required 
for the nominating petitions is 2% of the registered voters in the City for the office of 
Mayor and 2% of the registered voters in the Council District for Councilors. The 
exact number required will be provided by the City Clerk on the first day petitions 
are made available to candidates. City Charter Article II, §3.

1.4 Deadlines for Submitting Petitions – Signed petitions may be submitted as 
early as 82 days prior to the election, which will be Thursday, July 12, 2007. The 
deadline for submitting petitions is 67 days before the election, which will be Friday, 
July 27, 2007. §2-4-13 (B) ROA 1994.

ALWAYS check to see what the rules are when dealing with Election Bureau people – they 
have all day to sit around and read them, so if they know the game and you don't, you're 
sunk before getting underway. The consolation prize here is that even with the on-the-job 
down time they have, a good portion of them can't be bothered to read those rules, and so if 
you know the game,  you can trip them up pretty good.  It  helps to have some recording 
device there – even a digital MP3 recorder in you pocket can serve, and it's OK under New 
Mexico law.

Another  item  in  Albuquerque-area  elections  is  the  “Ethics  Code”  where  a  committee  of 
politicians defines ethical behavior (Ain't that a laugh?) – 

www.cabq.gov/clerk/pdf/ELECTIONregulations%20April%2030%202007.pdf
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Calendar
Special Events

Central Committee Meeting – 9 September 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

Central Committee Meeting – 9 December 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

LPNM 2008 State Convention

The 2008 LPNM State Convention is slated to be in the greater 
Albuquerque area on the weekend of 11-13 April  2008. Planned 
Banquet Speaker is libertarian science-fiction writer and columnist 
L. Neil  Smith. We  are currently soliciting suggestions for venues 
and  other  speakers.  We  hope  to  have  another  presidential 
candidates'  debate,  and  maybe  a  debate  between  the  vice-
presidential candidates The LPNM Central Committee has named 
Secretary Mike Blessing as the Convention Coordinator.

LP 2008 National Convention

The LP's 2008 National Convention will take place at the Adam's 
Mark  Hotel  in  Denver  on  Memorial  Day  weekend  (23-26  May 
2008).  Speakers,  business  sessions  and  the  presidential 
nomination are on the agenda. Contact Jay Vandersloot if you're 
interested in being a delegate from the LPNM.

Regular Events
Thursday, 7 June and 21 June – Bernalillo County Liberty Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6  PM at  Fiesta's  Restaurant  &  Lounge 
(Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Contact Mike Blessing for details.

Saturday, 9 June –  Dine with the Libertarians at the monthly no-
host  Liberty  Dinner,  Andrea  Kristina's,  218  W.  Main,  Downtown 
Farmington.  The  San  Juan  County  Libertarian  Party's  Central 
Committee will meet at 5:00 prior to dinner. Contact Bob Ziesmer, 
505-327-6681, for details.

Wednesday, 13 June – Dona Ana County Libertarians will meet. 
Those Interested are invited to attend and to contact Siebert Ickler, 
505-541-9079, for information on location and time.

Tuesday,  26  June  –  The  Sandoval  County  LP  meets  at  JB’s 
restaurant  on  528  near  Intel.  Contact  Ron  Bjornstad,  505-288-
4228, for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

New Mexico's Consumer Advocate
2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 8PM

www.myspace.com/kcufmedia

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
www.myspace.com/nmhemptv

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
Contact Brian Bakri at hippiegypsy@webtv.net for details

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

“Politicians are not born; they are excreted.”
– Marcus Tullius Cicero (January 3, 106 BC - December 7, 43 BC) 
   Orator and statesman of Ancient Rome

Field Reports
From County / Campus Chairs

Bernalillo – The BCLP is hosting two meetings per month, as well 
as  a  bi-weekly  hour-long  TV  show  (New  Mexico's  Consumer 
Advocate) on Albuquerque Comcast Ch.27. Show times are second 
and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8PM.  For  more 
information, see the BCLP website –  www.lpnm.org/bernalillo. The 
Weekly  Sedition  resumes in October,  2007.  The Weekly Sedition 
and New  Mexico's  Consumer  Advocate  are  now  available  in 
webcast  format.  For the viewing links,  see the Channel  27 site  [ 
www.quote-unquote.org ].

The Bernalillo County LP is currently seeking one or more persons 
to represent the BCLP in front of the Albuquerque City Council and / 
or Bernalillo County Commission in the public-comment sections of 
those bodies' meeting agendas.

Jay Vandersloot continues to be active in staffing a table a blade 
and gun shows at the State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque and could 
use some help at the shows. The next Blade and Gun Show will be 
on the weekend of August 18th and 19th and any assistance would 
be  welcome,  even  if  it  is  only  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Anyone 
interested  in  helping  at  the  table  at  the  gun  show,  providing 
literature to hand out, or loaning us an LP banner, or a projection 
screen should contact Jay at either  jayvandersloot@yahoo.com or 
call 505-362-1733. 

Paul Gessing and the staff of the Rio Grande Foundation, has been 
getting columns and letters to the editor printed in the Albuquerque 
Journal on a regular basis. Some of those have been printed here in 
New Mexico Liberty.  Others are available  at the RGF's website – 
www.riograndefoundation.org. 

Dona  Ana –  The  LPDAC  Central  Committee  has  been  having 
monthly meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces 
Farmer's  Market.  See the LPDAC website  –  www.lpnm.org/dona-
ana – for details.

LPDAC Chair Siebert Ickler has started writing op-ed pieces for the 
Rio Grande Foundation – see page 4 of last month's edition for an 
example.
 

Santa Fe – Former Vice-Chair and Grant County Chair Frank Martin 
has started a social  group in the Santa Fe area that  focuses on 
small-l libertarianism. For more information, contact Frank Martin – 
frank@fundimensions.com or  phone  505-989-3670  or  505-310-
5971.

Ed  Nagel  is  working  on  organizing  an  LPNM county  affiliate  for 
Santa Fe County. Contact him at  ed123nagel@aol.com or call him 
at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

San  Juan –  The  San  Juan  County  LP  is  sponsoring  a  new 
fundraising drive for the LPNM in addition to the annual rifle raffle 
that  they run.  This  new effort  will  raffle  off  a  new,  limited-edition 
Harley Davidson motorcycle for Ø100 per ticket, with a maximum of 
399 tickets available. More to follow . . . . 

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings at the J.B.'s 
on 528, north of Intel, recently having changed from Wednesdays to 
Tuesdays.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

"Courage is the complement of fear. A man who is fearless cannot 
be courageous. (He is also a fool.)"
– Robert A. Heinlein, Time Enough For Love (1973)

If we were all in agreement on everything, what would there be to 
discuss? If  everybody liked the same things I do, I  would end up 
standing in an endless line waiting to do it.
– Ken Valentine

“If  you can, within principle,  take over and adopt whatever name 
your enemy calls you, do so. It shuts them up very handily.”
– L. Neil Smith
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It’s  only  when  we  start  getting  you  and  other  Libertarians 
elected that things will start to improve.

LP Platform Undergoes Major Change
There were major changes to the LP National Platform passed at 
the Convention  last  July.  Mainly,  it  eliminated  the majority  of  the 
planks. I envision a flurry of efforts between now and the next LP 
Convention  in  May 2008 to  reinstitute  as many  of  the  planks  as 
possible.

Let’s take a look at yet another of the remaining planks from 
our LP National Platform.

III. Domestic Ills – 1. Crime and Victimless Crime
The Issue – Violent crime and fraud threaten the lives, happiness 
and belongings of  Americans.  Government's  ability  to  protect  the 
rights and property of individuals from crimes of violence and fraud 
is compromised because resources are focused on vice rather than 
on real crimes. Laws that codify "victimless crimes" turn those who 
simply conduct voluntary transactions and exercise free choice into 
criminals. This results in the United States having one of the highest 
percentages of the population in prison of any country in the world; 
yet real crime remains prevalent in many parts of the country.

Principle  –  Government  exists  to  protect  the  rights  of  every 
individual including life, liberty and property. Criminal laws should be 
limited to violation of the rights of others through force or fraud, or 
deliberate actions that place others involuntarily at significant risk of 
harm. Individuals retain the right to voluntarily assume risk of harm 
to themselves in the exercise of free choice.

Solution  –  The  appropriate  way  for  the  federal  government  to 
address crime is through consistent  and impartial  enforcement of 
laws that protect individual rights. The law enforcement resources of 
the  federal  government  can  be  used  most  efficiently  if  limited  to 
appropriate federal concerns. Limiting law enforcement to true crime 
will restore respect for the law and those who enforce it. 

Transitional  Action  – Immediately  reform  the  justice  system's 
mandatory sentencing policies to ensure that violent offenders are 
not  released  from  jail  to  make  room  for  non-violent  offenders. 
Repeal criminal laws which work against the protection of the rights 
and freedom of American citizens, residents or visitors, particularly 
laws which create a crime where no victim exists.

There Ought to be a Law!
We’ve all  heard it  said.  Any one of numerous things happen and 
right away people are saying there ought to be a law.  They’re right, 
there ought to be a law, but not the law they think there should be. 
In  fact,  the  laws  they  are  looking  to  have  enacted  to  prevent 
whatever  it  was  that  occurred  already  exist,  but  are  often 
haphazardly enforced.

There  are  already  way  too  many  laws,  covering  everything 
imaginable. Far too often they are based on some group wanting to 
enforce their own view of morality, usually based on their religion, 
on everyone else. These laws violate the freedom, privacy, and right 
of everyone, and make crimes of things where there is no victim. 
The plank from the LP Platform that follows this article covers some 
aspects of the problems these laws cause.

There ought  to be a law. Yes,  that’s  right.  I  am proposing that 
there  ought  to  be  yet  another  law.  But  this  law  would  have  an 
entirely different effect. It would affect both all laws that are already 
on the books and any laws yet to be issued. Simply put, this law 
would add a “sunset” clause on all laws, past, present, and future. It 
would  require  all  laws  to  expire  after  a  specific  length  of  time, 
anywhere from 5 to 10 years after the issuance of my proposed law, 
or after any new law went into affect, whichever is later.

If  they were good laws, the legislators would have to reenact the 
laws, and if they were bad laws, they should be allowed to “fall by 
the wayside.”  

I further propose that this “sunset” law should include the provision 
that legislators could not use an omnibus bill to lump the old laws 
together for reenactment – they should be required to act on each 
and every law individually. This would have the benefit of allowing 
the electorate to know who was voting for or against each law and 
make it easier to determine which bureaucrats should be retained or 
eliminated in the next election. This provision would also keep them 
so busy reviewing and reenacting the laws they would not have time 
to  think  up  new  laws  that  violate  our  rights  and  the  U.S. 
Constitution.

I can almost read your mind. You’re saying I’m daydreaming, that 
I’m  fantasizing.  You’re  saying  that  it  will  never  happen,  that  no 
legislator would ever propose a bill for such a law.

You’re right! They won’t. And therein is the problem. It will never be 
enacted,  UNLESS  AND UNTIL we  start  electing  Libertarians  to 
public office at any and all levels of government.

We  have  a  dearth  of  Libertarians  here  in  New Mexico  who are 
willing to even run for office, let alone put in the effort to try to get 
elected. As Libertarians, we know “government is the problem,” but 
if we don’t get Libertarians into office to do something about it the 
problem will never get corrected.

You’re saying, what difference does it make right now?  This is an 
“off” year for elections.  We’ll think about it next year.  But in reality, 
NOW is the time to start planning for next year’s elections.

We need YOU to step up to the challenge. Commit now to run for 
office. But, you have to do your homework. Check and determine 
what offices will be up for reelection and decide which you will run 
for.

Start  following  what  is  happening  in  government,  so  you  will  be 
ready to address the problems and solutions when the campaign 
season  starts.  Go  to  your  city  council  and  county  commission 
meetings. Follow what bureaucrats at all levels of government are 
doing;  not  what they say they will  do,  but  what they actually  do. 
Don’t try to do it  alone, talk with others about helping you in this 
effort.  Start  putting  together  a  team  to  work  toward  getting  you 
elected.  AND,  let  us  know  abut  it.  Keep  your  CenCom 
representative informed on your progress.

Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

"In reading the lives of great men, I found that the first victory they 
won was over themselves. Self-discipline with all of them came first."
– Harry Truman, 33rd U.S. president

"Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if 
you just sit there."
 – Will Rogers, Humorist

"The wisest mind has something yet to learn."
 – George Santayana, Philosopher

You have many rights as an American 
citizen toady.  Pre-Paid Legal can show you 
how to protect your legal rights at a low 
cost.  With Pre-Paid Legal you can prepay 
your most common legal needs, much like 
you prepay your medical needs.  It is 
important to know and exercise your legal 
rights as an American citizen.

Call Jay Vandersloot, Independent 
Associate, at 505-362-1733

mailto:jayvandersloot@yahoo.com


Sandoval County is not alone. The county's venture into providing 
the latest in high-speed Internet access was likely to cost taxpayers 
more and deliver less than was expected from the very start.  The 
fact that governments run businesses poorly is a lesson that needs 
to  be  reinforced  regularly  lest  other  New  Mexico  governments 
repeat Sandoval County's mistakes.

Rather  than  throwing  more  money  at  a  wireless  project  that  is 
clearly going to cost taxpayers far more than the original $9 million 
estimate, Sandoval County should "pull the plug" on this foolhardy 
taxpayer-financed venture immediately.

Some people are clearly willing to pay for high-speed wi-fi access in 
their  own homes  or  at  their  local  coffee  shop.  Why  should  they 
make the rest of us pay for a county-wide system?

Paul  Gessing  is  president  of  the  Rio  Grande  Foundation 
[www.riograndefoundation.org ],  a  non-partisan,  tax-exempt  
research  and  educational  organization  dedicated  to  promoting  
prosperity  for  New  Mexico  based  on  principles  of  limited 
government, economic freedom and individual responsibility.

[1] “Sandoval County wants to go completely wireless”
     http://www.freenewmexican.com/news/34454.html

[2] "Wi-Fi Waste: The Disaster of Municipal Communications
     Networks"
        liberty.pacificresearch.org/docLib/20070227_Wifi_Waste.pdf 

See also – 

Committee backs new hurdles on cities entering telcom business
liberty.pacificresearch.org/press/id.2995/press_detail.asp

Why Fi? How to avoid pitfalls of government-run system
www.pacificresearch.org/publications/id.2992/pub_detail.asp

Wi-Fi is another wild Carty dream
www.pacificresearch.org/publications/id.2976/pub_detail.asp

THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To the first person to write a logical and documented essay showing 
one  of  the  following  to  be  compatible  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Endangered Species Act of 1973

National Organ Transplant Act of 1984 
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

To claim your prize, contact 
Mike Blessing at gunssavelives@comcast.net.

The Unanimous Consent Challenge is available online at the KCUF 
Media site – www.tinyurl.com/hn982

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

"Any alleged "right" of one man, which necessitates the violation of 
the rights of another, is not and cannot be a right. No man can have 
a right to impose an unchosen obligation, an unrewarded duty or an 
involuntary servitude on another man. There can be no such thing 
as "the right to enslave".
– Ayn Rand
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County Should Stay Out of Wi-Fi Business
by Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

29 Mat 2007 – www.tinyurl.com/2tm44l

Originally printed in the Rio Rancho Observer
www.observer-online.com

Sandoval County's scandal-plagued effort to create a county-wide 
publicly  financed broadband system [1]  has been widely-reported 
on. The project has received $3 million in state and county funding 
for  the  supposed  purpose  of  providing  cheap,  ultra-high-speed 
wireless  access  countywide,  but  much  of  this  money  has  been 
wasted  or  perhaps  even  stolen.  State  auditor  Hector  Balderas  [ 
http://www.saonm.org ] is now looking at the situation.

Though  it  would  be  easy  to  simply  blame  the  contractors  and 
government officials who are attempting to get the project up and 
running by 2009 for being corrupt  and/or  incompetent,  the fact  is 
that Sandoval County should not be involved in such a project in the 
first place.

As Sonia Arrison, Dr. Ronald Rizzuto, and Vince Vasquez, report in 
their  recent  report,  "Wi-Fi  Waste:  The  Disaster  of  Municipal 
Communications Networks," [2] published by the  Pacific Research 
Institute [  www.pacificresearch.org ],  publicly-financed  broadband 
systems invariably cost more and deliver less than promised.

The survey examined 52 government-owned networks that compete 
in the cable,  broadband, and telephone markets.  It concludes the 
government-owned systems are "financial disasters."

Among  the  major  problems  with  these  systems  is  that  they  rely 
heavily on loans and transfers  from established municipal  utilities 
such  as electricity  and  water.  Even with  the  power  of  the  public 
purse,  77  percent  of  the  time  municipal  networks  can't  pay their 
way, the report observes.

Those subsidies enable the government-aided networks to use their 
funding  advantage  to  drive  out  more  efficient  private-sector 
competitors.

As government officials rush to show leadership and take credit for 
delivering the goods, they often trade short-term political benefits for 
serious, long-term financial problems: cost overruns, mounting debt, 
and tepid profits, the report observes. The report clearly shows what 
Sandoval  County now knows:  "Public  telecom networks  are risky 
gambles, regardless of the technology or the business model."

The report also reveals the extent to which these operations rely on 
interest-free loans, inter-utility transfers, and permanent subsidies, 
the details of which in many cases are buried in financial reports, if 
reported at all.

"The footnotes in most of the networks' financial  statements have 
omitted any discussion of cost allocation between the telecom utility 
and other utilities,  which suggests that utility  accountants  may be 
shifting  around  costs  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  telecom 
profitability," the authors report.

The utilities also appear to be hiding other significant costs. "There 
is  also  the  issue  of  system accountants'  failing  to  divulge  major 
financial transactions on the printed public record. For example, at 
the end of the 2003 fiscal year, the telecom network of Harlan, Iowa, 
received an intra-utility loan for $768,025. In 2004, this intra-utility 
loan  was forgiven  but  the  financial-statement  disclosures  did  not 
provide any explanation for this transaction," the report says.

Even with access to subsidies and loans not available to private-
sector  companies,  municipal  systems can't  break  even,  let  alone 
establish positive cash flow, the report notes.

"Adding  all  the  operating  years  together,  our  select  sample  of 
publicly-financed systems has been in existence for 294 years," the 
authors write. "Of these 294 years, these operations have incurred 
negative free cash flow in 227 years. In other words, 77.2 percent of 
the time, these networks have not paid their way.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity

http://liberty.pacificresearch.org/docLib/20070227_Wifi_Waste.pdf
http://www.pacificresearch.org/publications/id.2976/pub_detail.asp
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
http://www.tinyurl.com/hn982
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_National_Organ_Transplant_Act_of_1984&action=edit
http://liberty.pacificresearch.org/press/id.2995/press_detail.asp
http://www.pacificresearch.org/publications/id.2992/pub_detail.asp
http://www.riograndefoundation.org/
http://www.freenewmexican.com/news/34454.html
http://www.pacificresearch.org/
http://www.saonm.org/
http://www.observer-online.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/2tm44l
mailto:pgessing@riograndefoundation.org


Well,  that’s my plan for the Vice Presidency of the United States, 
2009–2013. Unlike William Tecumseh Sherman, if nominated, I will 
run,  and  elected,  I  will  serve...as  noted  above.  Thanks  for  your 
support!

P.S. Soon, my plan for the presidency, just in case.

LewRockwell.Com  [LRC]  columnist  Karen  Kwiatkowski,  Ph.D.  [  
www.lewrockwell.com/kwiatkowski/kwiatkowski-arch.html ], a retired 
USAF  lieutenant  colonel,  has  written  on  defense  issues  with  a  
libertarian perspective for MilitaryWeek.com, hosted the call-in radio 
show  American  Forum,  and  blogs  occasionally  for  
Huffingtonpost.com  and  Liberty  and  Power.  Archives  of  her  
American  Forum  radio  program  are  available  on  the  web.  To  
receive  automatic  announcements  of  new  articles,  click  
karen_kwiatkowski-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

More Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

Housecleaning

We've noticed that there are a few County affiliates that we at the 
State level rarely if ever hear from. Jay Vandersloot has expressed 
an intention to replace those county chairs or contacts who aren't 
doing anything with people who will be active. I couldn't agree more 
– I  would suggest that  he replace anyone in a county leadership 
spot  that  he ahsn't  heard  from in  the last  12 months.  My guess 
would be that  these  same people  haven't  done anything  at  their 
county level to promote the LPNM and/or libertarianism, either. I'm 
not advocating that they be kicked out of the LPNM, just  that the 
county  contact  or  chair  spot  be filled with someone who has the 
time and/or inclination to be active.

LPNM 2008 State Convention

The  2008  LPNM  State  Convention  is  slated  to  be  held  in 
Albuquerque  on  the  weekend  of  11-13  April.  The  State  Central 
Committee  has  designated  me  as  the  Convention  Coordinator. 
While I do have one or two venues in mind, I'm open to suggestions 
of other venues.

Speakers – At present, L. Neil Smith is planning on coming down 
from Ft.  Collins,  Colorado and be our  banquet  speaker.  He was 
originally  slated  to  be  the  banquet  speaker  for  this  year's 
convention, but had to bow out due to a family medical situation. I 
am open to suggestions for other speakers – we will  need about 
four or five more to fill Saturday morning and afternoon, as well as 
the Die Hard Breakfast on Sunday morning.

Candidate  nominations –  If  you're  planning  to  run  for  State 
Legislature, NOW is the time to make up your mind to do it. You can 
start gathering nominating petition signatures and piling up cash in 
October,  2007. If you're running in a multi-county district,  you will 
have to be nominated at the state convention. If it's a single-county 
district, talk to your county chair about having a county convention 
before the state convention (it's easier for you to solicit funds at the 
state convention if you've already won the nomination).

If  you're  planning  on  running  for  something  besides  State 
Legislature,  such  as  U.S.  House  or  Senate,  Public  Regulation 
Commission, you will most likely need to be nominated at the state 
convention, as these are all multi-county districts.

LP 2008 National Convention

If I can make this one, it will be my first. And seeing as it's close by, 
i'd really like to go. Ron Bjornstad wants to organize some sort of 
carpooling  deal,  as  it's  an  eight-hour  drive  to  the  Adams  Mark 
Denver. It's a chance to meet and network with libertarians from all 
over the country – you get to meet people whom you know only as 
senders  of  email  messages.  There  will  be  speakers,  workshops, 
business  sessions,  hospitality  suites  and  the  presidential 
nomination process.

If you want to be a delegate, National wants our list a few months in 
advance, so contact Ron Bjornstad, Jay Vandersloot or myself , and 
we'll help you get squared away with your paperwork.
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Are You Really Ready for a Libertarian Vice President?
www.lewrockwell.com/kwiatkowski/kwiatkowski180.html

by Karen Kwiatkowski [ ksusiek@shentel.net ] – 26 April 2007

The New Hampshire Libertarian Party convention has decided that I 
will be their vice presidential pick for 2008. Even though I wasn’t in 
attendance, nor gave any formal statement, it’s a great honor to be 
associated with libertarianism in the great state of New Hampshire.

I have no campaign web site, no campaign, no written platform, and 
no plans.

However,  I  have  been  thinking  about  the  whole  concept  of 
libertarian  government,  libertarian  campaigns,  libertarian  politics. 
What does it all mean? What are the values and the value of such 
government, such campaigns, such politics?

I don’t have many answers yet – but let me tell you what I will do if I 
were given Dick Cheney’s job.

First, I’ll  clean house. The classified computer systems supporting 
NSA, CIA, and DIA systems (as well as those paid for by the RNC) 
shall be auctioned off (along with their data) to the highest bidder – 
foreign or domestic. Associated papers and files will also go. Yes, 
we’ll keep copies for the Dick Cheney library to be opened decades 
from now. But any secrets worth knowing are already widely known 
by our  friends  and  enemies,  and  most  of  what  remains  is  more 
incriminating than enlightening.  I’d like to give the stuff  away, but 
neither the Congress, the Justice Department, nor the mainstream 
media  seem  very  interested  in  exposing  the  truth  about  (or 
prosecuting) Dick Cheney and his minions. Therefore, I’m expecting 
the  high  bidder  for  the  hard  drives,  safes  and  file  cabinets  will 
probably  be  War  Offices  of  Dick  Cheney,  Inc.  I’m sure  the  U.S. 
Treasury will be happy to get the money back.

Second, on behalf of the American people, I’ll sublet the place to a 
private  entrepreneur  who  can  make  good  use  of  the  Naval 
Observatory facilities and grounds. I have a nice place a few hours 
drive  from  DC,  and  like  so  many  other  "public  servants,"  I  will 
commute.

Third, my calendar will be unclassified. It will also be uncluttered, as 
I intend to be in town only once every six weeks. During my trips to 
the  capitol,  I  will  visit  Congressmen  and  women  who  make  an 
honest effort to adhere to the Constitutional limits the founders tried 
to set, and cast any votes to break Senatorial ties. Senate ties are 
rare.  Rarer  still  are  congressmen  who  care  one  whit  about 
constitutional guidance or limits, so even on that one day, I’ll have 
little to do. I won’t need to answer letters, emails or calls from young 
schoolchildren, devoted citizens and energetic lobbyists. Instead, all 
earnest  believers  in  the  glory  of  government  will  be advised  pro 
forma  that  their  time  is  far  better  spent  doing  something 
constructive, creative, and productive than paying any attention to 
the  flutterings,  legislative  drama  and  utter  bankruptcy  in 
Washington, DC.

Fourth, like any decent Vice President of the United States, I’ll  be 
available frequently (from my home, any day of the week) to talk to 
radio personalities like Rush, my good friend Sean Hannity, and so 
many others who claim to speak for the average patriotic American. 
I’ll take callers, and chat about what’s happening, and what ought to 
be happening. I’ll tell Sean and Rush "No please, call me Karen!" I’ll 
be  humble  and  self-effacing.  I  won’t  use  talking  points,  but  if  I 
receive any from lobbyists,  lawyers,  or even the President,  I’ll  be 
sure to tell  people what I’ve been told to say,  followed by what I 
really think. It should be great fun.

Fifth, I’ll turn back any salary. The job I do will be a public service. 
Plus, I won’t be working much. And when I continuously talk about a 
force-free and fearless world at home and abroad, even the urgent 
calls from Sean and Rush will stop.

Sixth, as any modern Vice President, I will use my public position to 
favor,  publicize and promote certain  issues and organizations.  I’ll 
push for freedom, anarcho-capitalism, and unalienable rights here 
at  home.  Globally,  I’ll  do  my  part  to  promote  institutions  and 
organizations that support the cause of true liberty, real economics, 
honest scientific debate, and absolute non-aggression.

mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:karen_kwiatkowski-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:ksusiek@shentel.net
mailto:ksusiek@shentel.net
http://www.lewrockwell.com/kwiatkowski/kwiatkowski180.html
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Red Light Cameras Kill Due Process –
As Well as More Drivers

www.lewrockwell.com/suprynowicz/suprynowicz62.html
by Vin Suprynowicz [ vsuprynowicz@reviewjournal.com ]

Last  week,  the  Nevada  Senate’s  Transportation  and  Homeland 
Security  Committee  voted  5-2  to  approve  Senate  Bill  61,  which 
would allow "limited" use of robot traffic cameras to write tickets to 
Nevada red-light runners "on a pilot basis." That vote forwards the 
measure to the Senate floor.

The vote wasn’t even as close as the 4-3 vote to make "not wearing 
a seat belt" a primary offense – in violation of the compromise under 
which the Legislature some years back made "not buckling up" a 
crime, but only on condition that police couldn’t pull us over for that 
reason alone.

Sen. Maurice Washington, R-Sparks, joined in opposing that one, 
correctly  arguing  it  gives  police  too  much  power  to  stop  cars  at 
random, which can facilitate "racial profiling." Sen. Washington, who 
is black, says it’s happened to him.

Under  the  proposed  two-year  "pilot  program,"  SB  61  would 
theoretically allow the courts to dismiss robot red-light tickets if the 
registered owner of the vehicle could prove he or she was not the 
driver (as is the case about 28 percent of the time.) But only after 
paying the value of his or her ticket as a "bond" and going to court 
three or four times, of course.

The  "pilot"  program  would  also  prohibit  payments  to  camera 
contractors  (who  actually  develop  the  film  and  decide  who  gets 
ticketed, reportedly discarding photos of the police, lawmakers and 
judges  who  keep  the  system  funded)  based  on  the  number  of 
citations issued – for now.

These promises belong right up there with "I won’t hurt you if you 
just let me handcuff you to this ring bolt in the wall,"  and – didn’t 
someone just mention another example? Oh, yeah: "The mandatory 
seat belt law will never be a ‘primary’ reason for cops to pull  you 
over. Honest."

In most jurisdictions where the robot cameras are at full bray, you 
pay no matter who was driving your car, and there certainly is an 
incentive for yellow lights to be shortened so everyone makes more 
money.

As The Washington Post reported on Oct. 4, 2005: "The District’s 
red-light cameras have generated more than 500,000 violations and 
$32 million in fines over the past six years. City officials credit them 
with making busy roads safer.

"But a Washington Post analysis of crash statistics shows that the 
number of accidents has gone up at intersections with the cameras. 
The increase is the same or worse than at traffic signals without the 
devices."

With cameras at a mere 45 intersections, the District of Columbia 
now generates  a  whopping  $5  million  worth  of  $75  fines,  "easy" 
revenue which police and the courts have proven understandably 
reluctant to give up.

The data  obtained  by the  Post  showed that  at  the  robot-camera 
intersections,  injury  and fatal  crashes climbed 81 percent  –  from 
144 such wrecks to 262 – over six years.

Lon  Anderson,  a  spokesman  for  AAA Mid-Atlantic,  told  the  Post 
those  data  reinforce  the  club’s  view  that  the  red-light  effort  is 
targeted  more  at  generating  revenue  than  at  reducing  crashes. 
"They are making a heck of a lot of money, and they are picking the 
motorists’ pockets on the pretense of safety," Mr. Anderson said.

Why would accidents go up at intersections with cameras? For one 
thing, responsible drivers who might now proceed smoothly through 
a yellow light are more likely to slam on their brakes to avoid being 
ticketed by some photo processing technician unable to judge local 
conditions – causing following traffic to rear-end them.

Indeed,  Federal  Highway Administration  data  show that  rear-end 
crashes rose 15 percent at camera locations, the Post reported.

Chad Dornsife of the Oregon-based Best Highway Safety Practices 
Institute testified before the Senate committee that the assertion the 
two-year pilot program will not cost local municipalities anything is 
"false."

"Local  government  would have to make capital  expenditures and 
sign multi-year contracts to install the systems, or guarantee long-
term  minimum  revenue  thresholds  to  the  camera  vendors  in 
exchange  for  the  installations,"  warned  Dornsife.  "They  would 
thereby  become  vested  in  a  system  that  requires  sustained 
violations to be viable, and ideally, profitable."

There is "no form of enforcement trap protection here in Nevada," 
Dornsife warned. "The courts have a direct financial interest in the 
outcome of  the cases  before  them and must  have high  citations 
rates to meet  the court’s  expenses and overhead. If  a camera is 
financially viable, it’s prima facie documentation that an uncorrected 
engineering  defect  exists"  –  in  most  cases,  that  signals  are 
improperly timed with yellow lights set too short.

The  city  that  currently  issues  the  most  automated  citations  per 
capita in the nation is Washington, D.C., Dornsife said. "Population 
500,000 and they currently write close to a million automated red 
light  and  speed  tickets  a  year.  Over  70 percent  of  these  are  to 
visitors passing through . . . . If extrapolated to Las Vegas Valley, 
you have the real potential of two million or more additional ‘guilty 
with no defense’ citations a year that raise revenue and provide no 
safety  benefit.  If  you’re  clever  like  Washington,  D.C.  and  now 
Arizona, you can set up the enforcement traps to primarily  target 
visitors  and  people  passing  through  on  the  interstate.  Therefore, 
many millions would have no choice except to mail in their fines or 
be subjected to having their  car impounded if  they ever return to 
Nevada."

Dornsife  presented  committee  members  with  a  link  to  "a  recent 
memo we obtained through discovery from the Union City California 
Police Department. Redflex, the camera vendor, was too optimistic 
on  the  number  of  citations  the  system  would  generate  and  the 
Union  City  Police  Department  was  quite  concerned  about  their 
returns. You won’t see the word safety anywhere here. . . ."

The  entire  red-light-running  "crisis"  has  been  ginned  up  by  a 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration looking for new ways 
to  keep  busy  after  support  for  the  national  speed  limit  waned, 
Dornsife argues.

Red-light-running has been made to seem a big problem because 
federal Highway Safety Grant subsidies are available to pay officers 
time-and-a-half  if  they stake out stoplights and ticket  that specific 
offense – though many reported "red-light accidents" actually have 
other causes, Dornsife contends.

And  defense  contractor  Lockheed  Martin  –  developer  of  the 
technology and contractor for the D.C. red-light cameras – has put 
its Beltway experience to work, bulking up with political muscle to 
convince customers they "need" the cameras.

"I  wonder  how  many  know  that  our  former  Secretary  of 
Transportation, Norman Y. Mineta, was also a former vice president 
at  Lockheed Martin,  which was also a political  contributor  to him 
when  he  was  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Transportation 
Committee?" Mr. Dornsife asks.

"Do  you  think  he  had  any  influence  on  the  removal  of  the 
protections against the cameras, or the removal of due process and 
the streamlining of fee collection model laws, or the emphasis on 
automated enforcement and the virtual  removal  of  engineering"  – 
shorter  signal  cycles,  sequenced  lights,  longer  yellows  –  "as  a 
remedy? Did I also mention that when the new Bush administration 
was  looking  for  Democrats  for  his  Cabinet  that  Vice  President 
Cheney headed, Cheney’s wife, Lynn V. Cheney, was on the board 
of directors of Lockheed Martin?"

Clearly, red light cameras are all about revenues, for our courts and 
cops as well as for our giant corporations – revenues which feed off 
the blood of actual increases in traffic accidents and deaths.

Is that a trade-off we really want Carson City to make?

mailto:vsuprynowicz@reviewjournal.com
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The Government That Cried Wolf
by Darian Worden [ darianworden@gmail.com ]

www.ncc-1776.org/tle2007/tle421-20070610-04.html
From The Libertarian Enterprise [ www.ncc-1776.org ]

Once  again  the  government  and  media  have  done  their  best  to 
exaggerate a threat to our safety. The hysteria over the alleged plot 
to  attack Kennedy International  Airport  brings to mind Mencken's 
observation that "The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the 
populace  alarmed (and  hence clamorous  to  be  led  to  safety)  by 
menacing  it  with  an  endless  series  of  hobgoblins,  all  of  them 
imaginary."

When I first heard the story I was glad that the alleged1 terrorists 
were caught, but I really didn't believe it was as big of a deal as we 
were being told. 9/11 times 2,356 from blowing up a pipeline? Didn't 
sound  likely,  especially  since  everyone  involved  had motives  for 
exaggerating:  the accused to boost their  egos, the cops to boost 
their budgets, and the media to boost their sales.

Of course, it later became well-known that this alleged plot would 
not kill very many people if carried out. But the hype should come 
as no surprise because Terror is big business for the state. Let me 
think of a few times the government and its groupies have recently 
cried "Fear!"  and been echoed by most of the "get attention now, 
sidestep facts later" media:

1) The most obvious one is still killing people: Iraq. Remember how 
a tyrant in the Middle East was going to get terrorists to nuke us? 
Yeah, people believed it. I wasn't even old enough to vote then and 
figured  the  government  was  lying  because  a)they  were  the 
government  and  b)the  neocons  had  wanted  a  bigger  role  in  the 
Middle East for a while and looked like they'd found their chance.

2)  Iran:  Without  even  trying  to  end  that  quagmire  other  than  by 
throwing more people and weapons into the mix, they told us "Oh, 
Iraq? We meant Iran is giving terrorists WMD's. Don't question it!" 
Yeah, okay.

3) The Outsourcing Crisis: to those who thought that trade is a zero-
sum game and  didn't  understand  how producing  things  at  lower 
costs  benefits  the  economy,  this  was  a  big  deal.  Reality  said 
otherwise.

4) The Liquid Explosive Thing: Have you heard anything new about 
this  case  since  a  month  after  it  happened?  I  was  looking  for 
information on it today, and it appears the suspects will go to trial in 
2008.  I  really wouldn't  be surprised if  the counter-terrorists  made 
this whole thing up and are either trying to fabricate some evidence 
or  waiting  for  enough  people  to  forget  about  it.  Regardless,  the 
threat was clearly exaggerated.

5) The Mooninites Invade Boston: Okay, these things did look a little 
sinister when they were partially hidden and not illuminated, but it 
should have only taken a couple of seconds to notice that they were 
just flat objects with batteries attached to them. Clearly not a bomb 
unless  you  really  need  to  justify  your  job  or  you  are  seriously 
insane. Thanks for terrorizing Boston and the rest of the country, 
Menino. Next time you need to feel important, just have someone 
write a speech for you.

6) Assault Weapons Are Gonna Kill Us All: The Brady Bunch was 
so desperate on this one that they even tried to use the Virginia 
Tech massacre  to  justify  things  like  keeping  bayonets  off  certain 
rifles.  Next time they say full-capacity  magazines are dangerous, 
remember  that  firing  without  reloading  is  a  lot  more  important  if 
there are people shooting  at  you than if  you are the only armed 
person in the room. And why do we need assault rifles? Well why 
does the government need them and what makes them so special?

7) The Immigrinvasion: There is obviously no way that immigrants 
could damage the economy or the American way of life as much as 
the  various  governments  that  occupy  the  country  do.  Further 
inspection  should  make  it  apparent  that  immigration  benefits  the 
economy. Immigrants like Paine, Einstein, and Rand are essential 
parts  of our history that  some demagogues would have us throw 
away just to make landscaping more expensive and life harder for 
people born on the other sides of lines then we were. Worried about 
"our" English language? American culture and capitalism have 

helped  spread  the  language  around  the  world,  and  as  long  as 
national socialism doesn't destroy both, they will continue to do so. 
Getting  the  state  involved  in  language  is  something  that  we're 
supposed to be making fun of French people for anyway.

8) Bird Flu: I was actually worried that the government was going to 
use this to make a serious power grab, but it seems they haven't 
done so.  Bird  flu,  huh?  You mean  that  there's  something  in  the 
world that could theoretically make some people not live forever? 
The horror.

And so it goes. Those who watched V For Vendetta should recall 
one of my favorite scenes from that excellent film: the meeting that 
concludes  with  Sutler  yelling:  "I  want  EVERYONE  to  remember 
WHY THEY NEED US!" as the screen transitions to news reports of 
impending doom.

Notice too that we are supposed to be scared by how helpless we 
are about it all, that the only solution is more government, because 
we are incapable of caring for ourselves. The state is presented as 
the knight in shining armor that will save the obedient from the sins 
of all  humans. Of course when we look closely at that knight,  we 
find that he is really a pile of corrupt little people climbing over each 
other to tug the reigns of the jackass they ride.

Why would they want to scare us so much? Let me illustrate their 
reasoning with the GBU-10 laser guided bomb. Each one of these 
bombs  costs  somewhere  around  $25,000.  That  is  twenty-five 
thousand dollars taken through taxes (i.e. stolen) from the American 
people.  That  money  could  have  been  put  towards  starting  a 
business,  curing  cancer,  space  travel,  better  food,  green 
technology, or just a new SUV. None of these things that could have 
made  life  better  for  someone  can  be  done  now  because  the 
government  has  taken  the  money that  could  have  been used  to 
finance them. But it's worth it to those in charge because that single 
bomb represents the power of life or death over dozens of people, 
and might just enrich someone's crony along the way. And that is 
what politics is about: "If I can just mold the world however I want to, 
I  can  make it  better."  In  the  end,  the  power he  wields becomes 
equivalent in the politician's mind to what is best for the world. He 
reaches the state Orwell described where "Power is not a means, it 
is an end." Without the fear of an enemy, why would people let their 
money  be  taken  to  build  thousands  of  $25,000  disposable 
munitions? Why would they give up what they really want to give a 
little more power to parasites?

It is certainly true that shit happens and there are many people who 
want to harm us for a variety of reasons, but a free people is best 
equipped to deal with any real problems that life might present. Yes 
it would have been horrible if even one innocent person was killed 
by these alleged plotters, and yes it would be very disruptive to the 
economy if JFK was crippled. But life would go on.

We all know that when Bart Simpson lied too many times everyone 
stopped believing him and only a muscular Scottish groundskeeper 
could save him from being totally mauled by a wolf. False alarms 
are  detrimental  to  safety.  If  this  keeps  up,  everything  the 
government says will be considered bullshit until proven otherwise. 
We  could  even  reach  the  state  where  people  will  say,  "Anthrax 
outbreak at the theater we're going to? Whatever. . . when does the 
Metalocalypse DVD come out?"

Notes

1. Words like "alleged" are used not to be a pain in the ass, but 
because those charged with this crime have not been convicted of it 
and  are  therefore  only  suspected  terrorists.  Every  time  we  omit 
important words, we omit important ideas. If we are going to throw 
away the institutions  that  actually protect  our  rights,  we might  as 
well let any terrorists win.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

"A desire not to butt into other people's business is eighty percent of 
all human wisdom."
– Robert A. Heinlein, Stranger in a Strange Land
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Members of the control cult have always found themselves attracted 
to the agency whose raison d’être is to subdue all of humanity to its 
coercive  mechanisms  of  control:  the  state.  What  problem,  or 
catastrophe,  or  even  fear  thereof,  is  not  met  with  the  aforesaid 
chant of bureaucrats: “we will find out what went wrong and fix it, so 
it doesn’t happen again”? And what members of the boobeoisie – 
their minds thoroughly indoctrinated in this mindset – do not breathe 
a collective sigh of relief that their managers are on the job, looking 
after their  well-being? Cho Seung-Hui bought one of his guns on 
Friday  the  13th?  Perhaps  –  with  psychics  explaining  the  causal 
connection  –  gun  sales  should  be  banned  on  such  days!  Cho 
Seung-Hui was bullied and teased as a child? Maybe such behavior 
can  be  included  under  “hate  crime”  laws  and  made  subject  to 
criminal punishment!

In the months following 9/11, the control freaks came forth with their 
seemingly endless laundry list of additional mechanisms of control 
with  which  they  promised  to  fight  the  “terrorist”  bogeyman.  More 
police  powers  to  enter  people’s  homes  –  even  without  their 
knowledge;  more  wiretaps;  more  surveillance  cameras  in  more 
places;  more  x-ray  cameras;  more  background  checks;  more 
systems  for  probing  into  the  human  mind  for  motives  and 
dispositions – an area of research now being perfected in England. 
Any  objections  offered  by  the  handful  of  people  who  see  the 
dangers inherent in police-states were casually dismissed by those 
who regard all expressions of individual liberty as “loopholes” to be 
closed by additional legislation.

Not  to  be  left  in  the  exhaust  provided  by  their  “war  on  terror” 
brethren, the “global warming” denomination mounted the pulpit to 
preach  the  sins  of  human  behavior,  and  to  promise  existential 
salvation if only they, too, be given extended control over the human 
species. Mindless of the incalculable complexities at work within our 
world – a topic I took up in my last article – there is an arrogance of 
omniscience that unites members of the control cult. Whatever the 
field into which they wish to intrude, they remain convinced that they 
are capable of marshaling sufficient information that will allow them 
to  create  mechanisms  to  prevent  harmful  acts  and  to  generate 
beneficial  ones.  If,  in  religious thinking,  God is  regarded as both 
omniscient  and  omnipotent  then,  in  a  secular  age,  such  powers 
must  repose  elsewhere,  namely,  in  the  gods  and  goddesses  of 
institutional governance.

But recent inquiries into the nature of “chaos” and complexity are 
revealing the baseless foundations of this faith in control. Our world 
– including each human being – is simply too complex, too subject 
to a myriad of too many influences over which we can never have 
sufficient  awareness  to  predict  outcomes.  If  physical  and human 
nature are too complicated to be predictable, the rationale for state 
control is swept away. To the controllists, the expression of this fact 
is a heresy that must be exorcised from our thinking.

Those  who  cling  to  a  faith  in  their  dying  secular  deity  remain 
convinced that  all  that is  needed to make a complex world more 
predictable is more information. This is the essence of much of the 
babbling  of  tongues  disguised  as  “expert  analysis”  in  the  days 
following  the  killings  at  Virginia  Tech.  What  we  tend  not  to 
understand is that the more information we possess about anything, 
the  more  questions  and  uncertainties  that  arise.  Albert  Einstein 
understood  this  quite  well  in  saying  that  “as  a  circle  of  light 
increases,  so  does  the  circumference  of  darkness  around  it.” 
Bertrand  Russell  provided  the  social  meaning  to  this  when  he 
declared: “The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure 
and the intelligent are full of doubt.”

But one need not rely on abstract insights to confirm that a complex 
and  unpredictable  world  cannot  be  rendered  certain  by  more 
information.  Over  many  decades,  the  American  government  has 
spent – and continues to spend – tens of billions of dollars in so-
called  “intelligence  agencies,”  whose  functions  are  to  gather  as 
much information as possible on the forces at work within foreign 
countries  –  and,  disturbingly,  within  America  itself.  Despite  the 
virtually  unrestrained  powers  enjoyed by such  agencies,  and  the 
resources put at their disposal to gather information, they have 

[ Continued on Page 9 ]

The Control Cult
by Butler Shaffer [ bshaffer@swlaw.edu ]

21 April 2007 – www.lewrockwell.com/shaffer/shaffer153.html

What an immense mass of evil must result
. . . from allowing men to assume the right

of anticipating what may happen.
~ Leo Tolstoy

In the aftermath of the murders of 32 people at Virginia Tech, we 
are  witnessing  the  collective  reaffirmation  of  the  article  of  faith 
uniting  all  politically-minded  persons:  the  belief  that  the  state  is 
capable  of  identifying  and  controlling  the  factors  that  produce 
undesirable  behavior.  Even  before  the  killer  was  identified,  the 
chant  arose  –  in  unison  –  from  political  chambers,  academia, 
government offices, and the media: “there is something that those in 
authority can do to alleviate such problems.” The mantra often finds 
expression – without any break in established meter – in this form: 
“we will  find  out  what went wrong and fix it,  so  that  this  doesn’t 
happen again.”

This mindset is so out of touch with the harsh facts of reality that 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  carried  a  feature  article  asking:  “Next 
Debate:  Should Colleges Ban Firearms?” That firearms had been 
banned on the Virginia Tech campus before these atrocities took 
place apparently did not inform the judgments of this newspaper’s 
editors. Nor have I seen evidence of any rethinking on the part of a 
Virginia  Tech  spokesman  who,  in  2006,  following  the  Virginia 
legislature’s  enactment  of  a  ban  on  guns  on  state  university 
campuses,  declared:  “I’m  sure  the  university  community  is 
appreciative  of  the  General  Assembly’s  actions  because  this  will 
help  parents,  students,  faculty  and  visitors  feel  safe  on  our 
campus.”  This  man  might  send  such  words  of  comfort  to  the 
families of these 32 victims!

Whatever explanations or remedies various “experts” offer for the 
problems that beset mankind, the common thread connecting them 
is  that  both  human  and  physical  nature  are  capable  of  being 
causally  understood  and,  therefore,  subject  to  interventionist 
correction. Universities are the temples of faith in this proposition, 
with students enrolling for their stated purpose of “making the world 
a  better  place.”  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  immediately 
following  these  atrocities,  the  Virginia  Tech  campus  became  an 
attractor  for  the  proponents  of  this  Weltanschauung.  “If  the 
university had intervened after this man turned in some disturbed 
writing  to his  English  professor;”  “if  we can  just  control  guns;”  “if 
police had had access to his mental  health  records beforehand”: 
these were the oft-repeated concerns of those who are convinced 
that the world is predictable and, hence, controllable. In the latter 
vein,  NBC news anchor,  Brian  Williams,  reportedly  vocalized  the 
catechism  in  proposing  a  new  federal  program  to  monitor  the 
mental  health  of  all  college  students,  in  order  to  prevent 
occurrences such as this one.

The  true  believers  of  the  dogmas  of  control  have  insinuated 
themselves into all forms of institutions. Being ends in themselves, 
and  with  people  serving  as  little  more  than  resources  for 
organizational  purposes,  institutions  provide  a  fitting  environment 
for such thinking. Government schools – unable to grasp the reality 
that  children  are,  by  nature,  self-directed,  spontaneous,  and 
exploring people eager  to devote their  energies to what interests 
them – become upset when their conscripts refuse to suppress their 
inquisitiveness. The children get labeled “hyperactive” or “suffering” 
from “attention deficit disorder” (i.e., do not adhere to the teacher’s 
prescribed  agenda)  and  must,  therefore,  have  their  energies 
controlled by drugs,  counseling,  and other “behavior modification” 
techniques that squeeze the childhood sense of personally-relevant 
curiosity from them.

Children grow into adulthood, and go to work for an institutionalized 
employer who plays this same control game at their expense. The 
employee finds himself or herself under the thumb of what has got 
to be the most dehumanizing and vulgar job description anywhere: 
a “human resources manager.” For an individual to be labeled as 
nothing more than a “resource” – what one dictionary defines as “an 
available  means”  –  is  a  glaring  admission  of  the  victory  of 
institutions over the human spirit!

http://www.lewrockwell.com/shaffer/shaffer153.html
mailto:bshaffer@swlaw.edu
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been  able  to  predict  almost  nothing  of  major  significance.  The 
tearing down of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
events  of  9/11,  all  occurred  without  any  foreknowledge  of  such 
agencies. And what of the predictions that American troops would 
be  welcomed  by  Iraqis  as  “liberators”  in  a  “slam  dunk”  war  that 
would last only a few weeks? On a more comic level, even knowing 
that January 1, 2000 was an event certain to happen, the voices of 
what became known as “Y2K” uncertainty were all  over the lot in 
trying to predict what consequences, if any, were likely to befall our 
computer-centered world.

Apostles of the control cult will focus their energies on any area of 
human activity that provides them the opportunity to advance what 
is central to their  lives:  the exercise of coercive power over other 
people.  Whether  any given  issue  involves  gun ownership;  global 
warming; discriminatory behavior; tobacco, drug, and alcohol usage; 
eating  habits;  educating  or  raising  children;  or  any  other 
expressions  of  human  action  that  can  be  exploited  for  their 
purposes, the overall objective remains fixed. There is nothing this 
crowd  fears  more  than  the  specter  of  ordinary  people  retaining 
decision-making authority over their own lives.

Those who want control over us have taught us that they – if given 
enough power – can protect us from the destructive and murderous 
rampages  of  madmen.  The  Cho  Seung-Huis  and  the  Saddam 
Husseins of our troubled world will continue to be offered up to us 
as  the destructive,  murderous  madmen from whom we need the 
protection of state officials. But the war system ought to be a stark 
reminder  that  it  is  political  authorities  who are the madmen;  who 
destroy  property,  ravage  economies,  and  –  in  the  20th  century 
alone  –  butchered  some  200,000,000  people  in  pursuit  of  their 
psychotic ambitions to control the rest of humanity.

Most of your life is – and will  continue to be – spent  in peaceful 
relationships with others. But there will be the occasional thug with 
whom you may have to contend. Your ability to defend yourself will 
always depend upon the actions you take, with the resources you 
have available. You are more likely to prevail if you have disabused 
yourself  of  the  notion  that  the  state  –  or  any  other  established 
system – will be there to prevent such threats to you. To this end, if 
you draw nothing else from the terrible events of this past week, let 
it  be the awareness that  there is nothing that anyone in authority 
can do to protect you from the unpredictabilities and uncertainties of 
life.

Butler  Shaffer  teaches  at  the  Southwestern  University  School  of  
Law. He is the author of  Calculated Chaos: Institutional Threats to 
Peace and Human Survival.

Albuquerque Red Light Camera Coverage
List Compiled by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

No one likes a ticket ... / From Prying Eyes 
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17794&scn=feature

“I Don’t Have This Money” 
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17774&scn=feature

Where Are the Red-Light Cameras? 
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17812&scn=feature

Seeing Red
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=16820&scn=news

The Money Questions 
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17778&scn=feature

Waiting For the Light to Change
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=19064&scn=news

Red Light Camera Followup 
www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
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The Simon Jester Project
www.simonjester.org

What is the Simon Jester Project?

If  you  haven't  read  the  classic  SF  novel,  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh 
Mistress, by Robert A. Heinlein, the whole Simon Jester thing may 
be confusing you. Simon Jester was the "imaginary" creation of a 
group  of  Loonies  fomenting  rebellion.  He  was  a  little  devil  who 
tormented  the  Lunar  government  with  catchy  little  jokes,  ditties, 
poems,  slogans,  and  cartoons.  Later,  Simon  expanded  into  the 
poltergeist  business  by playing  practical  jokes  on gov-goons and 
bureaucrats. He always signed his work with a little cartoon image 
of a grinning devil.

"Simon" was a game everyone could play, anyone who wanted to 
bug  the  ruling  authoritarians,  that  is.  Any  pissed-off  miner  could 
scribble a bit of seditious graffiti on a wall and attribute it to "Simon" 
with  the  easily  scrawled  logo.  To  the  Authority,  it  seemed  that 
Simon Jester was everywhere, all the time.

We need Simon Jester now.

A "meme" is an idea, a thought; hopefully a seed that will germinate 
in the recipient's mind and grow into a whole garden of worthwhile 
ideas. In theory, one exposes people to short, memorable phrases 
or images which stick with them; rather like the tune you can't get 
out of your head. In this case, the "tune" is akin to Yankee Doodle 
Dandy and is meant to generate thoughts on liberty.

Planting those mental seeds is what the Simon Jester Project is all 
about. To get you started, we've provided a few basic files.

Surely this is enough to get us started.

Enough plotting; let's get out and do something!

What to Do With This Stuff 

Okay.  We've  told  you  who  Simon  Jester  is.  We've  given  you  a 
bunch of files for posters, stickers, flyers, et cetera. 

So what the devil  (pun intended <grin>) are you supposed to do 
with this stuff? 

Assuming  you  read  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh  Mistress,  you  should 
already have a pretty good idea. But here some specifics you might 
try:

• Flyers can go on bulletin boards, car windshields in parking lots, 
or simply be handed out.

• The same goes for folded pamphlets, or you might put some in 
the form slots on bank tables and the counters at the post office.

• Stickers  can  go anywhere:  Service  counters  at  DMV, the  post 
office,  post  drop  boxes,  windows  and  doors.  But  if  you're 
considering  putting  them  on  private  property,  also  consider 
whether the owner might not appreciate it.

• Business  cards  can  be  handed  out,  left  on  magazine  piles  in 
waiting rooms, set on counters, stuck under windshield wipers, or 
even flung out  high windows.  Try including one in  all  your bill 
payment envelopes.

• The Cthulhu election posters can go up anywhere you see other 
campaign signs posted. Try putting them up in your car windows, 
too.  If  you stake  out  a  polling  station  like  the  other  campaign 
aides, come election time, the Cthulhu posters go great with the 
Democracy Explained flyers to get voters' attention.

• Stickers  can  also  go  on  packages  and  envelopes.  Kinda  like 
Easter Seals, but a lot more fun.

http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=18089&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=19064&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17778&scn=feature
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=16820&scn=news
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17812&scn=feature
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17774&scn=feature
http://www.alibi.com/index.php?story=17794&scn=feature
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
http://www.simonjester.org/


LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Chair
Jay Vandersloot, 505-362-1733 / jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-710-5197 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Joseph Knight – 505-330-7713 / nm_libertarian@yahoo.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis –  macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 2 Representative, Seat B
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

CAMPUS GROUPS
New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker – 505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting) – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

INTERNET RESOURCES
Official Website – www.lpnm.org

Mailing lists on lpnm.org – www.tinyurl.com/hogsn

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

New Mexico Liberty – groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

LPNM Activists – www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5

LPNM Business List – groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz
(Caucus membership required)

Myspace.com – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list – www.tinyurl.com/e8khh

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"Conservatives and liberals are kindred spirits as far as government 
spending is concerned. First, let's make sure we understand what 
government spending is. Since government has no resources of its 
own, and since there's no Tooth Fairy handing Congress the funds 
for  the  programs  it  enacts,  we  are  forced  to  recognize  that 
government  spending  is  no  less  than  the  confiscation  of  one 
person's property to give it to another to whom it does not belong – 
in effect,  legalized theft.  Liberals  believe government  should take 
people's earnings to give to poor people. Conservatives disagree. 
They  think  government  should  confiscate  people's  earnings  and 
give them to farmers and insolvent banks. The compelling issue to 
both  conservatives  and liberals  is  not  whether  it  is  legitimate  for 
government  to  confiscate  one's  property  to  give  to  another,  the 
debate is over the disposition of the pillage."
– Walter Williams
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COUNTY CHAIRS
Bernalillo – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-710-5197 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Dona Ana – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 505-541-9079 / lpdacnm@peoplepc.com

San Juan – www.zianet.com/bobziesmer/sjclp.htm
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

COUNTY CONTACTS
(Unorganized Counties)

Colfax
Richard Moore – 505-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Lea
Christina Groth – 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 505-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Otero
Kathleen Hodgkinson
505-437-6042 / hodgkinson@cybermesa.com

Roosevelt 
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch – 505-466-4706 / suelib1@hotmail.com

LPNM VACANCIES
Central Committee (2)

District 2 Representative, Seat A
District 2 Representative, Seat B

County Chairs / Contacts (20)
Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry

De Baca / Eddy / Grant / Guadalupe
Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora

Luna / Quay / Rio Arriba / San Miguel
Sierra / Socorro / Taos Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)
Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)

New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're 
interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

The  real  horror  of  the  state  is  that  it  has  made  it  effectively 
impossible to live without becoming an accomplice to its thefts and 
other  depredations.  The answer  to  that  dilemma is  not  to  cease 
living – but to get rid of the entity which makes it impossible to live 
morally.
– Thomas L. Knapp
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ADMINISTRIVIA
Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter to the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter, 
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-710-5197, or just 
send it to email address gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When  sending your submission as an MS Word  (or Open Office 
Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins 
should be half-inch (0.5”) around, with no headers or footers. If you 
send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want anything 
in  bold type,  underlined,  in italics,  struck-through,  different colors, 
etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out. And  NO Wordperfect 
files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest  quality 
graphics you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll 
do what I can to get them in the next issue. In particular, what I want 
are pictures of YOU the LPNM members, either at LPNM-sponsored 
events or at other peoples' events.

Submission deadline for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the 
month.

Articles
As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full 
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on in 
the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading the 
message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity and 
evil of the UN might get put in, depending on available space and 
the  quality  of  the  article.  A  group  of  LPNM  members  counter-
protesting the raising of a UN flag by the city council WILL get put 
in, and probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint
The basis  for  libertarian thought  is the Zero Aggression Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right – under  any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders 
or appointed spokespersons at all levels of government or the Party 
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or 
more  expensive  spending  programs,  or  new or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Copyright
Copyright  © 2007  Libertarian  Party  of  New  Mexico.  All  rights 
reserved.

Permission  is  explicitly  granted  for  subscribers  to  recopy  New 
Mexico Liberty for non-commercial purposes, specifically as use as 
an outreach tool, provided that  New Mexico Liberty is copied in its 
entirety. Use your imagination here.

According to the FTC, in the last five years 27.3 
million people have been victims of identity theft.  The 
number in 2002 alone was 9.9 million.  What if it 
happens to you?  The Identity Theft Shield can help 
lessen your exposure.  To learn how, contact Jay 
Vandersloot, Independent Associate, at 505-362-1733

Subscriptions and Correspondence
www.lpnm.org/newsletter

www.myspace.com/nmliberty
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To subscribe, send a blank email to 
nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to:
nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally,  New Mexico  Liberty will  be  posted  to  the  web,  in   PDF 
format, both to the Archives section of the page on lpnm.org, and to 
the Files section of the Yahoo group I’ve set up for it:

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use the 
enclosed  envelope  to  let  us  know,  so  we  can  keep  your  New 
Mexico Liberty coming to you.

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots
Full page Ø60.00
Half page Ø30.00
Quarter page Ø15.00
Business card Ø  8.00

Rates  are  subject  to  change  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  The 
editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such  changes  only  when 
absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet,  contact  the  editor  at  email  address  nmliberty-
owner@yahoogroups.com.  For  an  insert  into  the  print  edition, 
contact Ron Bjornstad at email address rbjornstad@earthlink.net or 
phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym  “FRN”  will  be  used  by  the  editor.  See 
www.javelinpress.com for more information. Also see the Wikipedia 
page  for  “Federal  Reserve  Note”  – 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

Submissions Policy
The editor  reserves the right  to refuse service to anyone for  any 
reason.  The editor  will  most  often  be willing to explain  any such 
reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal to post an advertisement, 
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's 
State Chair,  Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE

www.lpnm.org

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228
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to renew your LPNM membership.
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Libertarian Party of New Mexico Enrollment / Renewal Coupon
Please print in all areas

Name                                                                         Address                                                                                 

City                                                                              State  Zip                   Phone                                                

Email                                                   Employer                                            Occupation                                        

[  ] I am registered to vote as a Libertarian and wish to [   ] join [   ] renew as a caucus member. Enclosed 
is $25 annual dues payable to  “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.) I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty”  and will have delegate status at state conventions. I understand that the 
LP News is NOT at this time included in my membership.

[  ] I am not registered as Libertarian in the State of New Mexico or I do not wish to sign the statement 
opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals at this time. Enclosed is $25.00 annual-
dues payable to  “Libertarian Party.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)  I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” and will have no other benefits. I understand that the LP News is NOT at 
this time included in my membership.

I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. 

Signed                                                                                   

[   ] Enclosed is my donation of $              for use as indicated:

[   ] LPNM General Fund [   ] Chair’s Contingency Fund [   ] Major Player Fund [   ] Win One Fund

Please make donation check payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)

Government mandated notices: 

• The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

• The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all 
fundraising appeals. 

• The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual 
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party 
working to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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