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Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

Division in the Ranks

I've noticed a certain acerbic tone that's been creeping into the LP's internal dialogues lately. 
While I haven't seen it much in the LPNM lately, it came to my attention on Tom Knapp's 
blog,  Kn@ppster [  knappster.blogspot.com ].  Basically,  it's  the  same  old  Anarchist  -vs.- 
Minarchist debate (which was supposed to have been settled with the 1974 Dallas Accord). 
Or so I thought, until the 2006 National Convention in Portland, Oregon. It looks like the 2008 
National Convention in Denver will be an interesting one.

At any rate, I think it's time for a renewal of the Dallas Accord, and I'll lead by example – as 
one of the more anarchist-leaning (or “purist”, if you prefer) types, I have no problems with 
anyone  from  the  minarchist  (“prgamatic”)  camp  who  isn't  seeking  to  make  government 
bigger, more expensive or more intrusive. You get bonus points for every tax, regulation or 
spending program that you advocate be cut or done away with.

I'm paraphrasing the medical profession here – “First, “do no harm.”

Having mentioned that, over the years I've noticed that there are other divisions in libertarian 
and Libertarian ranks.

First, there's the difference between small-l and Big-L libertarians. The small-l libertarians are 
often content to remain Republicans and Democrats, or “Independent,” or don't bother with 
the political and electoral process at all. These folks I often sympathize with a bit – they're 
not  our enemies,  they just  don't  see the LP as a venue that  works for  them for various 
reasons.

While they're not Big-L Libertarians, neither are they seeking to make the State bigger, more 
expensive or more intrusive. In fact,  they can be useful allies to the LP at times. A prime 
example of this is Republican presidential contender Dr. Ron Paul. I'm not optimistic about 
his chances of winning the GOP nomination, but he's putting out a watered-down version 
of the LP's message at no cost to the LP, and sparks public interest in the LP when it's 
mentioned that he was a candidate for us back in 1988. That's the sort of publicitiy that 
the LP can't buy at any rate.

It's up to us (especially Central Committee members and County Chairs!) to give the 
small-l libertarians  persuasive reasons to become Big-L Libertarians. It's our job to make 
joining the LP look attractive to them (and others, as well, but they are our “warm market”).

Another split in our ranks is the one between optimists and pessimists. When a non-LPer 
tells me “you're wasting your vote – your guy will never win, so I won't vote for him,” let's face 
it,  that's  a bit  of  a  downer.  It's  even worse  when our  own members  continually  look  for 
reasons for our campaigns and strategies to fail.

Probably  the  worst  split  in  LP  ranks  is  that  between  activists  and  the  wanna-bes.  The 
activists are the ones you see putting the LP's message before the general public, with TV 
shows, letters to the editor, street protests, a booth at the county fair, etc. We're the ones 
that  get  jeered  and  ridiculed  for  having  the  temerity  for  proposing  any  idea  that  wasn't 
thought  up by the DNC, RNC or their  state-level  equivalents.  We're  the ones  who have 
petition sheets ruined by people signing as “Mickey Mouse” and “I.P. Freely”

The wanna-bes are the people who see what those of us who are activists are doing and tell 
us we're doing it wrong, while never actually doing anything themselves. I've run into a few 
people like this over the years . . .

Bubonicon 39

This year's annual Albuquerque-area science-fiction / fantasy / horror convention will feature 
as Guest of Honor none other than libertarian science-fiction author and Prometheus Award 
winner Vernor Vinge,  author  of  A Fire Upon the Deep, A Deepness in the Sky,  and the 
Realtime series.
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Call For Candidates
To  date,  the  LPNM  has  two people 
interested  in  running  for  public  office  for 
2007  and  2008  –  Bill  Koehler  for 
Albuquerque City Council, District 8 in 2007, 
and  Eric  Pino  for  State  Representative, 
District 11 in 2008.

To date, the races that are easiest to qualify 
for in terms of signature gathering are those 
for State Representative and State Senator.

To add your  name to  the  list,  contact  the 
editor, the State Chair, or your county chair.
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Calendar
Special Events

Central Committee Meeting – 9 September 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

Central Committee Meeting – 9 December 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

LPNM 2008 State Convention

The 2008 LPNM State Convention is slated to be in the greater 
Albuquerque area on the weekend of 11-13 April  2008. Planned 
Banquet Speaker is libertarian science-fiction writer and columnist 
L. Neil  Smith. We  are currently soliciting suggestions for venues 
and  other  speakers.  We  hope  to  have  another  presidential 
candidates'  debate,  and  maybe  a  debate  between  the  vice-
presidential candidates. The LPNM Central Committee has named 
Secretary Mike Blessing as the Convention Coordinator.

LP 2008 National Convention

The LP's 2008 National Convention will take place at the Adam's 
Mark  Hotel  in  Denver  on  Memorial  Day  weekend  (23-26  May 
2008).  Speakers,  business  sessions  and  the  presidential 
nomination are on the agenda. Contact Jay Vandersloot if you're 
interested in being a delegate from the LPNM.

See  www.lpconvention.org and  www.denverlpcon.com for  details 
as they develop.

Regular Events
Thursday,  5 July and 19 July  – Bernalillo  County Liberty Forum 
meets  in  Albuquerque,  6  PM at  Fiesta's  Restaurant  &  Lounge 
(Carlisle  &  Montogomery  NE).  Contact  Mike  Blessing,  505-918-
6567, for details.

Wednesday,  11 July – Dona Ana County Libertarians will  meet. 
Those Interested are invited to attend and to contact Siebert Ickler, 
505-541-9079, for information on location and time.

Saturday, 14 July –  Dine with the Libertarians at the monthly no-
host  Liberty  Dinner,  Andrea  Kristina's,  218  W.  Main,  Downtown 
Farmington.  The  San  Juan  County  Libertarian  Party's  Central 
Committee will meet at 5:00 prior to dinner. Contact Bob Ziesmer, 
505-327-6681, for details.

Tuesday,  24  July  –  The  Sandoval  County  LP  meets  at  JB’s 
restaurant  on  528  near  Intel.  Contact  Ron  Bjornstad,  505-288-
4228, for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
www.myspace.com/nmhemptv

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
Contact Brian Bakri at hippiegypsy@webtv.net for details

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"It is not necessary to do violence to such a people in order to strip 
them of the rights they enjoy; they themselves willingly loosen their 
hold."
– Alexis de Toqueville, Democracy in America

Field Reports
From County / Campus Chairs

Bernalillo – The BCLP is  hosting  two meetings  per  month.  For 
more information, see the BCLP website – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo.  
Mike  Blessing  will  be  running  tapes  of  past  shows,  LPNM 
convention  events,  etc.,  for  July,  August  and  September,  on 
Tuesday nights from 10:30 to 11:30 PM.  The Weekly Sedition or 
New Mexico's Consumer Advocate resumes in October, 2007. The 
Weekly  Sedition and New Mexico's  Consumer Advocate  are now 
available in webcast format. For the viewing links, see the Channel 
27 site [ www.quote-unquote.org ].

The Bernalillo County LP is currently seeking one or more persons 
to represent the BCLP in front of the Albuquerque City Council and / 
or Bernalillo County Commission in the public-comment sections of 
those bodies' meeting agendas.

Jay Vandersloot continues to be active in staffing a table a blade 
and gun shows at the State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque and could 
use some help at the shows. The next Blade and Gun Show will be 
on the weekend of August 18th and 19th and any assistance would 
be  welcome,  even  if  it  is  only  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Anyone 
interested  in  helping  at  the  table  at  the  gun  show,  providing 
literature to hand out, or loaning us an LP banner, or a projection 
screen should contact Jay at either  jayvandersloot@yahoo.com or 
call 505-362-1733. 

Paul Gessing and the staff of the Rio Grande Foundation, has been 
getting columns and letters to the editor printed in the Albuquerque 
Journal on a regular basis. Some of those have been printed here in 
New Mexico Liberty.  Others are available  at the RGF's website – 
www.riograndefoundation.org. 

Dona  Ana –  The  LPDAC  Central  Committee  has  been  having 
monthly meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces 
Farmer's  Market.  See the LPDAC website  –  www.lpnm.org/dona-
ana – for details.

Santa Fe – Former Vice-Chair and Grant County Chair Frank Martin 
has started a social  group in the Santa Fe area that  focuses on 
small-l libertarianism. For more information, contact Frank Martin – 
frank@fundimensions.com or  phone  505-989-3670  or  505-310-
5971.

Ed  Nagel  is  working  on  organizing  an  LPNM county  affiliate  for 
Santa Fe County. Contact him at  ed123nagel@aol.com or call him 
at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

San  Juan –  The  San  Juan  County  LP  is  sponsoring  a  new 
fundraising drive for the LPNM in addition to the annual rifle raffle 
that  they run.  This  new effort  will  raffle  off  a  new,  limited-edition 
Harley Davidson motorcycle for Ø100 per ticket, with a maximum of 
399 tickets available. More to follow . . . . 

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings at the J.B.'s 
on 528, north of Intel, recently having changed from Wednesdays to 
Tuesdays.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
“The  second  you  attain  power,  you  become  what  you've  been 
fighting against.”
– Mike Resnick (speaking through the character Santiago),
   Santiago: A Myth of the Far Future

"It is sobering to reflect that one of the best ways to get yourself a 
reputation  as  a  dangerous  citizen  these  days  is  to  go  about 
repeating the very phrases our founding fathers used in the struggle 
for independence."
– Charles A. Beard

“Good intentions  will  always be  pleaded for  every  assumption  of 
authority.  It  is  hardly  too  strong  to  say that  the  Constitution  was 
made to guard the people against the dangers of good intentions. 
There are men in all ages who mean to govern well, but who mean 
to govern. They promise to be good masters, but they mean to be 
masters.”
– Daniel Webster
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LP Platform Undergoes Major Change
As I  wrote  above,  there  were major  changes  to  the  LP National 
Platform passed at  the July  2006 National  Convention.  Mainly,  it 
eliminated the majority of  the planks.  I  envision a flurry of efforts 
between now and the next LP Convention in May 2008 to reinstitute 
as many of the planks as possible.

Let’s take a look at yet another of the remaining planks from 
our LP National Platform.

II. Trade and the Economy

We  believe  that  each  person  has  the  right  to  offer  goods  and 
services  to  others  on  the  free  market.  Therefore  we  oppose  all 
intervention by government  into  the area of  economics.  The only 
proper  role  of  existing  governments  in  the  economic  realm  is  to 
protect  property  rights,  adjudicate  disputes,  and  provide  a  legal 
framework in which voluntary trade is protected.

Efforts to forcibly redistribute wealth or forcibly manage trade are 
intolerable.  Government  manipulation  of  the economy creates  an 
entrenched privileged class —- those with access to tax money —- 
and an exploited class—those who are net taxpayers.

We believe that all individuals have the right to dispose of the fruits 
of their labor as they see fit  and that government has no right to 
take such wealth. We oppose government-enforced charity such as 
welfare  programs  and  subsidies,  but  we  heartily  applaud  those 
individuals and private charitable organizations that help the needy 
and  contribute  to  a  wide  array  of  worthwhile  causes  through 
voluntary activities.

The  Issue  – The  national  debt  imposes  debt  upon  Americans 
without their consent, and loads our economy with a fiscal anchor 
that  will  burden many future  generations.  Our escalating national 
debt is nothing less than theft from our grandchildren.

Principle – The government should operate on a "pay as you go" 
basis, and not incur debt.

Solution –  A debt-free government frees up economic resources, 
allowing for lower taxes, economic growth and lower interest rates.

Transitional  Action  – Eliminate  the  national  debt  using  an 
incremental approach, being careful to avoid social disruption. We 
support the passage of a “Balanced Budget Amendment” to the US 
Constitution that restricts Congress from spending any more than it 
collected in revenue the previous year.

Eliminate  earmarks,  pork-barrel  spending,  and  other  forms  of 
political corruption.

Congress should sell assets and reduce spending on non-essential 
functions to pay off the national debt as quickly as possible.

Delegates to the 2008 LP National Convention – 
Platform Changes

As you know, I’ve been saying for a year now that there were major 
changes to the LP National Platform passed at the Convention in 
July last year. Mainly, it eliminated the majority of the planks. I still 
envision a flurry of efforts between now and the next LP Convention 
in May 2008 to reinstitute as many of the planks as possible.

It’s time for us to start looking at which planks were removed from 
the platform and discuss whether they need to be added back in at 
next year’s convention. Between now and the May 2008 LP National 
Convention  in  Denver  we’ll  have  three  meetings  where  we’ll  be 
discussing  this.  They are  the  CenCom meetings,  September  9th 
and December 9th, and the 2008 LPNM Annual State Convention in 
April, tentatively the 11th through the 13th, subject to availability of 
venues to hold the convention.

I  strongly  encourage  everyone  to  review the  old  platform  with  a 
critical eye to determine what we need to advocate for or against at 
the LP Convention in May 2008. If you don’t still have a copy of it, 
email  me at my email  address at the top o this page, asking 
that I send you a copy, and I will  get it to you. I also strongly 
encourage everyone who can to attend all  three of the meetings, 
September 9th,  December 9th,  and April  11th through 13th (April 
dates tentative) to join in on the discussion and ensure we are able 
to benefit from hearing your view point on the issue.  

It  is especially important for anyone who is planning to be a 
LPNM delegate  to  the  LP Convention  in  May 2008  to  attend 
these three meetings in September, December, and April. This 
will give you, as a delegate, an opportunity to hears the pros and 
cons on the issue, so that you will have a better educated idea of 
what to advocate for or against at the LP Convention, and why. If 
you are considering possibly wanting to be a LPNM delegate to the 
LP Convention, contact me and let me know of your intentions. That 
way we can be sure to get your name on the delegates list when it 
is  first  submitted,  which will  be sometime prior  to  the April  2008 
LPNM Annual  State  Convention,  so we will  need to know before 
then.

For the September 9th and December 9th meetings, the place we 
meet  does not accommodate too many people,  so I  will  need to 
know by about the 1st of August for the September meeting and the 
1st of November for the December meeting if you even tentatively 
might be able to be at there.  Again, email me at my email address 
at the top of this page, so I can get an idea of how big a room we 
will need to reserve.  For the CenCom members, I will assume you 
will be in attendance.

Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

“Obstacles  are  those  frightful  things  you see  when  you 
take your eyes off the goal."
– Henry Ford, Ford Motor Founder

"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up.  The most certain 
way to succeed is always to try just one more time."
– Thomas Edison, inventor

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"To  sit  back  and  let  fate  play  its  hand  out  and  never 
influence it is not the way man was meant to operate."
– John Glenn, astronaut

You have many rights as an American 
citizen toady.  Pre-Paid Legal can show you 
how to protect your legal rights at a low 
cost.  With Pre-Paid Legal you can prepay 
your most common legal needs, much like 
you prepay your medical needs.  It is 
important to know and exercise your legal 
rights as an American citizen.

Call Jay Vandersloot, Independent 
Associate, at 505-362-1733

mailto:jayvandersloot@yahoo.com


Unfortunately,  while  each  reform  I  have  outlined  above  would 
simplify  and restore some logic  to the health  care system we all 
know  and  despise,  each  faces  strong  opposition  from  certain 
entrenched interests. Nevertheless, there are sensible free-market 
solutions  to  our  health  care  problems  that  will  expand  coverage 
dramatically  while  also  enhancing  the  patient-doctor  relationship 
and cutting costs.

It may seem easier to throw up our hands and demand "universal 
coverage" with the government in charge, but government policies 
created many of these problems in the first place. We should hardly 
expect the government, the insurance companies, and other special 
interests to give up their power under a "socialized" scheme.

Also posted to the RGF Archive – www.tinyurl.com/2skpuy

Paul Gessing is president  of  the Rio Grande Foundation,  a non-
partisan,  tax-exempt  research  and  educational  organization 
dedicated  to  promoting  prosperity  for  New  Mexico  based  on  
principles of limited government, economic freedom and individual  
responsibility.

Rio Grande Foundation – www.riograndefoundation.org
P.O. Box 40336  Albuquerque, N.M., 87196
505-264-6090

Recalling Slick Marty Chavez
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

Recently  in  Albuquerque,  our  “esteemed”  Mayor,  Slick  Marty 
Chavez,  signed  an  executive  order  outlawing  smoking  on  city 
property. It doesn't matter if that venue is an outdoor one, such as a 
City-owned golf course (how many people do run into on the golf 
course?),  Civic  Plaza  (which  is  empty 99% of  the  time),  or  bus 
stops.

In response, Albuquerque resident S. Pyke has started a recall drive 
to oust Mayor Hugo, er, I mean, Marty from office. It couldn't have 
come at a better time.

www.recallmarty.com / www.recallchavez.com

Check  out  this  interview  that  was  shown  on  Ch.  7  (KOAT  in 
Albuquerque) with S. Pyke concerning the recall effort –

www.koat.com/video/13533373/index.html 

Pyke has  to  get  22,000-plus  signatures  before 13 August  or  the 
recall effort fails, as the City Election Code allows only 60 days to 
get  those signatures.  Hmmm . .  .  I  wonder if  the authors  of  that 
particular  part  of  the  Election  Code  wanted  to  discourage  recall 
efforts,  while  leaving  us  with  the  perception  that  recall  was 
available. Just a thought.

Anyway, I plan to sign that petition as soon as possible. The outdoor 
smoking ban is the tip of the iceberg here. Add these to the ban –

• The red-light cameras that are popping up all over the city
• Marty's  support  for  the  65-page  HEART Ordinance  that  tells 

you how to take care of your animals.
• Marty's pitch for  the Folly Trolley,  that  would have run along 

Central  Ave  in  direct  competition  with  another  SunTran 
wunderproject, the Rapid Ride busses.

• Marty's stumping for a Downtown-area arena – yeah, OK. First 
find  the  parking  for  that  sucker.  (Oh,  that's  right  –  he'll  use 
eminent domain to get the space needed.)

Back in 2005, Albuquerque's voters landed this sucker of a mayor. 
It's past time to throw him back.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"The legitimate powers of government extend to such acts only as 
are injurious to others. But it does me no injury for my neighbor to 
say there are twenty gods, or no God. It neither picks my pocket, 
nor breaks my leg."
– Thomas Jefferson
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Beware of Health Care Cure-All
Friday, 1 June 2007 – www.tinyurl.com/2vyxua

By Paul J. Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]
Rio Grande Foundation

I had the opportunity to attend the recent New Mexico First event on 
health care. I was pleased to see so many concerned citizens take 
time out of their busy lives to get together and work out solutions to 
one  of  our  state's  most  pressing  problems,  but  amazed  at  how 
complicated and convoluted the health care issue has become.

Much of the blame must be placed at the feet of Congress and the 
federal  government  that  has  created  the  misguided  and  bizarre 
incentives  under  which  all  states  must  operate.  Health  Savings 
Accounts,  which give  individuals  greater  control  over their  health 
care  needs,  were  a  necessary  first  step.  But  these  somewhat 
complicated  accounts  would  be  unnecessary  if  Congress  would 
heed  President  Bush's  call  to  offer  to  individuals  the  same  tax 
incentives now given only to companies.

The  fact  that  these  tax  incentives  are  given  to  employers  is  a 
historical anachronism that does nothing but place health insurance 
companies  between  health  care  consumers  and  their  providers. 
Whereas socialized medicine and other "universal" models simply 
replace health care companies with government bureaucrats as our 
health care gatekeepers, giving individuals control over their health 
care  dollars  would  restore  that  patient-doctor  relationship. 
Unfortunately,  corporate  and  union  interests  have  teamed  up  to 
strangle this needed reform in the cradle.

Another change that Congress needs to make is to bring federalism 
to  health  care.  One of  the  great  strokes  of  genius  made  by the 
Founding Fathers,  federalism forces states to compete with each 
other. Unfortunately, in the area of health insurance, this concept 
has been lost as insurance companies have successfully walled off 
each  state,  thus  protecting  themselves  from  competition  and 
subjecting consumers to costly mandates and regulations imposed 
by the individual states.

New Mexico,  for  example,  has  45  mandates  covering  everything 
from  alcoholism  and  acupuncture  to  TMJ Disorders.  While  such 
coverage may be nice to have, they add significantly to the cost of 
health  insurance.  The costs  associated  with  New Mexico's  large 
number  of  mandates contribute to our having the second-highest 
rate of uninsured.

Legislation  that  would  have  allowed  individuals  to  purchase 
insurance across state lines was proposed by Rep. John Shadegg, 
R-Ariz., and then-speaker Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., last year, but died. 
Absent  congressional  action,  New Mexico  can  and  should  allow 
residents to purchase health insurance from out-of-state.

Any discussion of health care in New Mexico would be incomplete 
without an analysis of the perverse incentives created by Medicaid. 
Due in part to the generous federal subsidy the federal government 
gives New Mexico (a 3-1 match depending on the specific program), 
many  of  our  elected  leaders  view  Medicaid  as  a  means  of 
generating economic growth at the expense of taxpayers in other 
states.

This rationale was among the justifications for successful efforts to 
raise from $4,000 to $10,200, the earnings threshold for low-income 
adults under which they can still qualify for Medicaid. The change is 
expected to add an additional 18,000 adults to the program, costing 
the state "only" $11 million – and costing taxpayers in other states 
probably three times as much.

While the incentives are certainly there for New Mexico to expand 
Medicaid to the greatest extent possible, this is not going to lift the 
poor out of poverty or improve health care coverage. Instead, Gov. 
Bill Richardson and the Legislature should request that the federal 
government  allow  New  Mexico  to  follow  the  successful  welfare 
reform  model  developed  in  the  1990s  by  receiving  its  Medicaid 
money in the form of  a block  grant  and developing unique,  New 
Mexico-centric solutions to our health care mess.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity
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"These  are certainly  encouraging  data,  but  not  at  all  surprising," 
said  Libertarian  National  Committee  Chairman  William  Redpath. 
"Despite  the electoral  barriers  thrown our  way by the  Democrats 
and  Republicans,  their  numbers  are  decreasing  while  ours  are 
simultaneously  increasing.  Americans  desire  fiscal  responsibility, 
social tolerance and oppose the continued deaths of our soldiers in 
Iraq.  Unfortunately,  neither  major  party  is  willing  to  effectively 
address these important issues."
 

Current  U.S.  foreign  policy,  as  well  as  proposals  from  the  new 
Democrat-controlled  Congress,  are  significant  reasons  for  the 
increase in Libertarian Party membership. So far this year, the LP 
has attracted fourteen times the expected national average of active 
duty service members. The LP's soldiers, sailors and airmen range 
in rank from junior enlisted personnel to Vice Admiral (Ret.) Michael 
Colley, who now serves on the Libertarian National Committee.
 

Based on required  Federal  Elections  Commission  reporting  data, 
seven percent of new LP members have reported their employer as 
a branch of the Armed Forces.
 

"It is heartening for me to see that the men and women who serve 
our  nation  are finding  a principled  alternative  to  the  Republicans 
and Democrats,"  said  Libertarian  Party Executive  Director  Shane 
Cory,  who  first  noticed  this  trend.  While  noting  that  Libertarian 
members  of  our  military  have  the  discipline  necessary  to 
accomplish the mission they are handed, Cory noted "the men and 
women  of  our  fighting  forces  are  intelligent,  informed,  and,  yes, 
opinionated."
 

Increased support for the Libertarian Party is beginning to translate 
into election results, too. While significant national media attention 
highlighted Republican losses in 2006, over 13,400,000 votes were 
cast for Libertarians in the same elections.
 

"Since the Democrats have taken control of Congress, our numbers 
continue  to  improve,"  said  Libertarian  Party  Political  Director 
Stephen Gordon. "In 2007, we've already won over a quarter of the 
races  where  we've  fielded  candidates.  In  April's  Midwestern 
contests,  we won seven out of  eleven of  the campaigns  we ran. 
When third party candidates start showing these sorts of returns, it's 
obvious that the mood of the electorate is changing."
 

"Democrats didn't win the elections in 2006; Republicans lost them," 
said  Chairman  Redpath.  "Since  then,  Democratic  leaders  have 
failed  to  show leadership  on  the Iraq  War,  are  talking  about  tax 
increases  and  beginning  to  have  ethical  problems  of  their  own. 
Americans continue to look for a viable alternative to the two-party 
system – one which better represents the values most Americans 
find  important.  To  those  who  are  becoming  involved  with  the 
Libertarian Party, we'd like to say 'Welcome home.'"

Letter From Home
by Russmo [ www.russmo.com ]

Airline Pilot
by Scott Bieser [ www.scottbieser.com ]

[  I'll  mention  for  the  record  that  it's  most  likely  that  the  federal 
government had no problem trusting the above pilot with not only a 
handgun  while  flying  in  military  service,  but  all  sorts  of  bombs, 
missiles, and high-explosive ammunition, as a large percentage of 
commercial airline pilots are recruited from Navy or Air Force fighter 
and bomber squadrons. – MWB ]

14 June 2007
Democrat and Republican Affiliation Drops

 While Libertarian Party Numbers Surge
Libertarians See Increase in Active Duty Military Numbers and 

Improved Election Results
http://www.lp.org/media/article_493.shtml

(Washington, DC) - At a time when Libertarian Party membership 
continues to rise, a recent Rasmussen Report survey indicates that 
Republican Party affiliation continues to decline while Democratic 
Party affiliation is decreasing, as well.

Republican numbers have been dropping since the November 2004 
elections and they continue to decrease with no bottom in sight. For 
the  last  four  consecutive  months,  the  amount  of  self-identified 
Republicans  continued  their  decline  –  from 31.1  percent  to  30.8 
percent in a telephone survey of 15,000 adults.
 

The  number  of  self-identified  Democrats  fell  to  36.3  percent,  its 
lowest  number  in  seventeen  months.  Democrats  have  suffered 
losses in the last three consecutive months, resulting in a six month 
decrease of 4.5 percent.
 

At  the  same  time,  Libertarian  Party  membership  numbers  have 
been on an upswing.  For the last five months, people willing to pay 
at least $25 per year for Libertarian Party affiliation have increased 
at  a rate  of  approximately  2.7  percent  per  month,  which is  a  14 
percent increase from December's figure.
 

Additionally, Libertarian Party fundraising is increasing at the same 
time  the  GOP dismissed  their  entire  telephone  solicitation  staff.  
According to the Washington Times, "declining contributions and a 
donor backlash" against Republican policy was the cause for their 
dismissal.
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The Only Cure for Global Warming
by Vin Suprynowicz [ vsuprynowicz@reviewjournal.com ]

30 June 2007
www.lewrockwell.com/suprynowicz/suprynowicz69.html

There are some who, lacking the ecstatic thrill  of any other faith-
based religion, wish to believe that the earth is in the early stages of 
an  unprecedented  climatic  change  which  will  see  temperatures 
soar,  the polar  ice caps  melt,  rising  sea  levels  flood  our coastal 
cities – general devastation on the biblical model – all because we 
insist  on  driving  petroleum-fueled  private  automobiles  and  using 
electricity generated by burning coal.

Burning that  stuff  releases into the atmosphere  large amounts  of 
carbon dioxide, you see, a "greenhouse gas" which contributes to 
the ongoing warming of the planet.

Now,  this  is  almost  entirely  nonsense.  The  planet  is  currently 
warming at a rate of perhaps one degree a year, part of an ongoing 
cycle  of  global  warming  and  cooling  which  (ice  cores  and  other 
fossil records tell us) has been ongoing for millions of years. This is 
caused not primarily by CO2 levels – changes in atmospheric CO2 

loading  actually  TRAIL  temperature  shifts  by  decades  or  even 
centuries – but rather by fluctuating solar activity. Even if CO2 were 
a factor, most of the CO2 in the atmosphere comes from volcanoes 
and  the  natural  processes  of  the  oceans,  not  from  man-made 
sources.

If warming continues at the present rate, the most significant impact 
is likely to be a small increase in the amount of previously frozen 
ground in which people can now grow wheat.

The global  warming hysteria will be remembered as one of those 
episodes of "hysteria and the madness of crowds" which saw bands 
of flagellants wandering Europe urging folks to finish work on those 
cathedrals real soon because the world was going to come to an 
end at the millennium in 1,000 A.D., and the minor panic of Oct. 30–
31,  1938,  when  numerous  radio  listeners  were  taken  in  by  the 
realistic Orson Welles broadcast of "The War of the Worlds."

The difference from those earlier episodes of mass folly, however, is 
that  there  is  a  group of  folks  with  an  ulterior  motive  beating  the 
drums for this one. These are jealous socialists who want America 
to be a lot more like Europe, punishing "rich people" for the gall of 
freely driving where they want, when they want, in their "wasteful" 
private automobiles. This gang wants prohibitive taxes on cars and 
gasoline,  with  the  money  to  be  shifted  into  mass  transit 
boondoggles  that  will  require  us  all  to  enjoy  much  more 
togetherness, singing kum-ba-ya in three-part harmony as we live in 
quaint urban walk-ups and ride around packed into little tin trolley 
cars in a neater, tidier world a lot more like Sweden, or possibly the 
Beatles’  Magical  Mystery Tour – "Roll  up,  roll  up for  the mystery 
tour!"

These people still say they’re fighting "to protect the environment." 
But  they’ve  pulled  off  a  massive  shift,  largely  unnoticed,  in  the 
meaning of that word.

It  used  to  be  that  we said  we wanted  to  improve  man’s  life  by 
cleaning up man’s environment. We wanted to reduce soot in the air 
and  toxic  crap  in  the  water,  the  same  way  we’d  try  to  train  a 
particularly slow-witted kitty-cat not to poop in his own food bowl.

By  "the  environment"  we  meant  "mankind’s  environment"  –  the 
fresh air  and clean  water and green trees that  make our  human 
lives healthier and more pleasant.

Last  weekend,  however,  the  Review-Journal  ran  an  editorial 
ridiculing  the  radical  Greens  for  fighting  a  pipeline  needed  to 
transport drinking water to Las Vegas from east central Nevada by 
using their usual cat’s paw – insisting the plan would damage some 
obscure minnow in some pond in Utah.   

"It appears that the RJ editorials have hit a new low," wrote one of 
these  characters.  "The  childish,  blind-eye  editorial  in  Sunday’s 
paper  was pathetic.  Apparently  whoever  wrote  (and  approved  it) 
feels that man is the only thing on earth worth saving ... and damn 
the environment if it gets in their way!"

So now "the environment," as used by these zealots, no longer

means  "the  environs  of  mankind,  which  make  mankind’s  life 
healthier and more enjoyable," and which might presumably include 
"enough water to drink."  Rather,  the term has  been skinned and 
cured, turned into sheep’s clothing and draped over a lurking wolf. 
The term is  now used to  mean "pristine nature,  a beautiful  thing 
which is endangered by the ongoing prosperity and procreation of 
human beings, a foul invasive enemy whose numbers need to be 
reduced through thirst and other means."

That’s  a  big  change,  worth  remembering  the  next  time  you’re 
tempted  to  say,  "Well,  of  course  we  all  consider  ourselves 
environmentalists . . ."

But, all that said, let’s pretend for a moment we agree that the earth 
is heating up to an unprecedented degree, as punishment from the 
Goddess  Gaia  for  our  hubris  in  daring  to  tame  the  wilderness, 
putting in stand-alone houses and sewage lines and Wendy’s drive-
through windows.

If  these  Chicken  Littles  really  believed  this,  what  would  they  be 
doing? They’d be looking for proven ways to really cool things down, 
of course.

How about examining the historical record for the approximately 200 
years for which we have reliable weather data? Look to see if there 
was a period when the weather cooled down, all of a sudden, and 
what caused it.

Google  "Year  Without  Summer."  From April  5  to  15  of  the  year 
1815, Mount Tambora on the island of Sumbawa in the Dutch East 
Indies (modern-day Indonesia) blew up, ejecting 40 cubic kilometers 
of volcanic ash (more than twice as much as the 1883 explosion of 
Krakatoa) into the upper atmosphere.

Other volcanoes – La Soufrière on Saint Vincent in the Caribbean in 
1812 and Mayon in the Philippines in 1814 – had already built up a 
substantial amount of atmospheric dust.

That stuff stayed up there, in the jet stream, for more than a year. 
Sunlight got reflected off that orbiting cloud of crap, and had trouble 
getting through. The "Year Without a Summer," known colloquially 
as  "Eighteen  hundred  and  froze  to  death,"  was  1816,  in  which 
severe summer climate abnormalities destroyed crops in Northern 
Europe, the American Northeast, eastern Canada and even China.

In May, frost killed off most of the crops that had been planted. In 
June, two large snowstorms in eastern Canada and New England 
resulted in many human deaths. In July and August, lake and river 
ice were observed as far south as Pennsylvania.

In Europe, food riots broke out and grain warehouses were looted. 
A recent BBC documentary tallied up 200,000 deaths.

Clearly, if anyone believes the earth is warming catastrophically and 
that we need to do something, the only PROVEN solution is to start 
throwing as much crap into  the atmosphere as we possibly  can, 
right now.

Clean  nuclear  and  natural-gas-fired  power  plants  must  be  shut 
down and immediately replaced with coal plants burning the softest, 
dirtiest coal – even peat – that can be found. "Smog inspections" 
will take on a new meaning as our cars will be checked regularly to 
make sure each is pouring up the densest cloud of black smoke and 
carbon particulates possible.

Since every little bit  counts,  we may also have to make tobacco-
smoking mandatory for everyone above the age of 10.

Now is not a time to hesitate, to refuse to make the minor sacrifice 
of  breathing  some slightly  less healthful  air.  Global  warming  is  a 
crisis, baby. It’s time we all set aside our selfish desire to keep our 
yard furniture  free of  drifting  soot,  and share  the sacrifice!  Think 
globally; act locally! Do your part!

Pollution – wholesale, massive, sooty pollution – is the only answer!

P.S. – This is actually going to happen, whether we like it or not. 
The  explosion  of  the  Yellowstone  caldera,  already  overdue,  will 
make  Tambora  look  like  a  kid’s  sparkler.  The  real  ecological 
challenge of the coming age will be global cooling.
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Medical marijuana to be legal next week in N.M.
www.kob.com/article/stories/S125484.shtml?cat=517

TESUQUE, N.M. (AP) - New Mexicans with HIV-AIDS and certain 
other diseases will  be able to apply for a new medical  marijuana 
program as of July 1st.

That  makes  New Mexico the  12th  state  in  the  nation  to  legalize 
medical marijuana use.

The Department of Health will take applications from patients whose 
doctors certify they’re eligible for the program.

Approved  patients  would  receive  temporary  certificates  allowing 
them to possess up to a three-month supply of marijuana.

The law allows marijuana for specified conditions including cancer, 
glaucoma, multiple sclerosis, epilepsy and HIV-AIDS and by some 
patients in hospice care.

New Mexico  is  the  only  state  whose  law calls  for  state-licensed 
production and distribution of the drug. 

Il Douche
by Scott Bieser [ www.scottbieser.com ]

The law versus orders
20 June 2007

A Minority View By Walter Williams
www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=56251

Suppose a person  is  raped and we arrest  the rapist.  Should his 
status, whether he's a senator, professor or an ordinary man, play a 
role in the adjudication of the crime and subsequent punishment? 
I'm  betting  that  the  average  person  would  answer  that  the  law 
against rape is general and non-arbitrary and one's status should 
have nothing  to  do with  the  adjudication  and punishment  for  the 
crime. That's precisely what is meant by "rule of law." Or, as English 
jurist  A.V.  Dicey  put  it,  "Every  man,  whatever  be  his  rank  or 
condition, is subject to the ordinary law of the realm and amenable 
to the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals."

Law in the true sense consists of a set of general rules applicable to 
all  persons,  as  opposed  to  laws  that  are  simply  orders  by  the 
legislature requiring particular people to do particular things. Rule of 
law  is  critical  to  the  preservation  of  liberty.  Unfortunately,  most 
Americans  neither  understand  nor  appreciate  this,  and  we  are 
increasingly  being  ruled  by  arbitrary  orders  and  privileges  based 
upon one's status. Let's look at a few of them at the national level.

During the 1980s, many savings and loan banks made huge losses 
because of chicanery, stupidity and unwise investments. Congress 
bailed  them out.  In 1987,  when the stock  market  crashed,  many 
Americans  incurred  large  losses  because  of  unwise,  perhaps 
stupid, investments. Equal treatment before the law would require 
that  if  Congress  bails  out  one  American  who  makes  unwise  or 
stupid  investments,  it  should  bail  out  any  American  who  makes 
unwise  or  stupid  investments.  Instead,  Congress  gave  particular 
people privileges because of their status.

A  rule  of  law  regime  would  require  that  we  scrap  the  Internal 
Revenue  Code in  its  current  form.  What  justification  is  there  for 
different  tax treatment of one American because he has a higher 
income,  minor  children or receives his  income from capital  gains 
instead of wages? Equal treatment would require Congress to figure 
out the cost of the constitutionally authorized functions of the federal 
government, divide it by the adult population and send us each a bill 
for our share. You say, "What about the ability-to-pay principle of 
taxation to pay for the cost of government?" That's just a politics of 
envy concept that would be revealed as utter nonsense if applied to 
any other cost. Would you apply the ability-to-pay principle to, say, 
gasoline or food purchases where different  prices are charged to 
different people depending on how many dependents they had, their 
income, or whether their income was derived from wages, dividends 
or capital gains?

The fact that Americans have become ruled by orders and special 
privileges  helps  explain  all  the  money  and  graft  that  we see  in 
Washington.  We've  moved away from a  government  with  limited 
powers, as our Founders envisioned, to one with awesome powers. 
Therefore,  it  pays  people  to  spend  huge  amounts  of  money  to 
influence  Congress  in  their  favor,  that  is,  get  Congress  to  grant 
them privileges denied to other Americans.

Twenty-five  years  ago,  during  a  dinner  conversation  with  Nobel 
Laureate economist/philosopher Friedrich A. Hayek, I asked him if 
he could propose one law that would restore, promote and preserve 
liberty in our country, what would that law be? Hayek answered that 
the law he'd propose would read: Congress shall enact no law that 
does not apply equally to all Americans. Hayek's suggestion for full 
equality before the law was both simple and profound and would do 
untold  wonders  in  fostering  the  liberties  envisioned  by  our 
Founders. But I'm betting that most Americans would greet Hayek's 
proposal  with  contempt  after  they  realized  that  it  would  mean 
Congress  wouldn't  be  able  enact  orders  and  play  favorites  with 
different Americans.

Walter  E.  Williams,  Ph.D.,  is  the  John  M.  Olin  Distinguished 
Professor of Economics at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va.
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Assistant Wannabe: Think we should at least put drugs in his car? 
I  mean,  he  was  innocent,  you  know.  We  might  get  into  a  little 
trouble here.

Head Wannabe: Nope, don't worry about anything. Nothing's going 
to happen to us as long as we say he tried to run us down, or we 
thought  his  cellphone  was  a  gun,  or  he  made  some  kind  of 
threatening move like blinking an eye.

Assistant Wannabe: God, I love the War on Drugs!

Head Wannabe: Me too! Hey guys, isn't this great!

All the Wannabes: (firing machine-guns into the air like a gang of 
drunken bandits): Yay! 

The Sisyphean Candidate
By John Bergstrom [ www.attackcartoons.com ]

Only Possible with Victim Disarmament . . .
The Bjorer Kagoj newspaper in Bangladesh reported that about 100 
criminals attended the nation's first conference of muggers on April 
23. The association decided that the city of Dhaka was prosperous 
enough to support a doubling of their daily ripoffs, from 60 to 120. 
The leader, Mohammad Rippon, was acclaimed "Master Hijacker" 
by the group for his record of 21 muggings in a two-hour period. 
[San Francisco Chronicle-Reuters, 24 April 1996]

Archived at www.langston.com/Fun_People/1996/1996BIP.html

Global Warming in Greenland
by John Trever of the Albuquerque Journal

www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp

The Wannabe Ninjas
by Bob Wallace [ bob.wallace@att.net ]

www.ncc-1776.org/tle2007/tle422-20070617-07.html

From The Libertarian Enterprise [ www.ncc-1776.org ]

The time: right about now.

The location: these days, just about any place in the United States. 

The characters: an accountant, a Chevy Cavalier, a poodle,  and 
several  police  dressed  completely  in  black,  just  like  ninjas  in  a 
cheap kung fu film.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Wannabe Ninjas: BLAM! BLAM! BLAM! BLAM!

Accountant: (getting out of car) What the heck is this? (He looks 
down and counts all  the holes in him.) You idiots just shot me 54 
times! I'm not going to survive this, you know! And I've got a wife 
and two young daughters!

Head Wannabe Ninja: You're a drug dealer!

Accountant: I  am not!  I'm  an  accountant!  See the  horn-rimmed 
glasses,  the pocket protector and the tidy little mustache? You've 
got the wrong guy!

Assistant  Wannabe  Ninja: (whispering  to  Head  Wannabe)  He's 
right. We're in the wrong neighborhood. Hell, we're in the wrong city.

Head Wannabe: Doesn't matter. I say he's a drug dealer and that's 
all that counts. None of you guys worry; nothing's going to happen 
to us. We're cops and we're above the law.

Accountant: (looking in car) You shot my poodle.

Head Wannabe: He tried to attack us.

Accountant: Seventeen years old, blind and toothless? I don't think 
so.

Head Wannabe: I say he tried to attack us! What do you guys say?

Wannabes: We all have toothmarks!

Accountant: Look at all the holes in my car!

Head Wannabe: You tried to run us over.

Accountant: The car's broke! I was waiting for a tow truck!

Head Wannabe: I say you tried to run us over. What do you guys 
say?

Wannabes: Look at the tire marks all over us!

Accountant: You guys are a joke! Where's your warrant?

Head Wannabe: Warrant? We ain't got no warrant! We don't need 
no warrant! We don't have to show you no steekin' warrant!

Accountant: Let me see your badges!

Head Wannabe: (BLAM! BLAM! BLAM! BLAM!) We don't need no 
steekin' badges either!

Accountant: Ack! Gack! (topples over, exits)

Assistant Wannabe: He's dead, Jim. What are we supposed to do 
now?

Head Wannabe: Cuff  him!  Can't  take any chances even if  he is 
dead! It's the rules!

Assistant Wannabe: What about this dead dog?

Head Wannabe: Cuff all three parts of him.

Assistant  Wannabe: Think  we should  put  a  gun  in  his  hand to 
make it look like a good shoot?

Head Wannabe: Naw. Ain't nothing going to happen to us anyway. 
Why waste a good throw-down?

http://www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp
http://www.langston.com/Fun_People/1996/1996BIP.html
http://www.attackcartoons.com/article.php?story=20070622094704920
http://www.attackcartoons.com/
http://www.attackcartoons.com/article.php?story=20070622094704920
http://www.attackcartoons.com/article.php?story=20070622094704920
http://www.ncc-1776.org/
http://www.ncc-1776.org/tle2007/tle422-20070617-07.html
mailto:bob.wallace@att.net


THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To the first person to write a logical and documented essay showing 
one  of  the  following  to  be  compatible  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Endangered Species Act of 1973

National Organ Transplant Act of 1984 
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

To claim your prize, contact 
Mike Blessing at gunssavelives@comcast.net.

The Unanimous Consent Challenge is available online at the KCUF 
Media site – www.tinyurl.com/hn982

The New Mexico Prosperity Project
www.vermeervote.com/newmexico

Day-in and day-out, government actions influence the quality of life 
for  New  Mexico  families.  Through  laws,  regulations  and  court 
rulings,  state  and  federal  leaders  make  decisions  that  impact 
companies'  ability  to  succeed,  which  in  turn  impacts  your  job, 
wages, benefits, health care and livelihood.

The New Mexico Prosperity  Project  is  a  non-partisan,  joint  effort 
between  New Mexico's  employers  and  state  and  local  non-profit 
business  organizations  to  encourage  more  active  and  informed 
participation in the government process.

Through interactive tools and information located on this web site, 
you can easily locate your government leaders and candidates for 
office,  identify their opinions on issues that affect your family and 
take action through advocacy or voting.

Bottom line . . . when New Mexico workers are informed and active 
in government  and elections,  our state,  communities  and families 
benefit.

With the regular session of the New Mexico legislature finished, our 
legislative ratings with be available soon. 

We're also working on our ratings of appellate judges and certain 
regulators.   Please  contact  us  if  you  have  questions  about  this 
process. 

The  New  Mexico  Prosperity  Project  is  a  nonpartisan,  nonprofit 
collaborative effort of the state's business community to provide up-
to-date,  easily  accessible  information  to  New Mexico  businesses 
and  their  employees  about  federal,  state,  and  local  government 
activities  that  have an effect  on the state's  economic growth and 
business climate. The information available will enable New Mexico 
citizens to promptly and easily contact their elected representatives 
and to make informed choices about whom to support in elections. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"My first wish is to see this plague of mankind, war, banished from 
the earth."
– George Washington

“The  function  of  government  is  to  provide  you  with  service;  the 
function of the media is to supply the Vaseline.”
– L. Neil Smith, Tactical Reflections
   www.lneilsmith.com/tactical.html
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The Simon Jester Project
www.simonjester.org

What is the Simon Jester Project?

If  you  haven't  read  the  classic  SF  novel,  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh 
Mistress, by Robert A. Heinlein, the whole Simon Jester thing may 
be confusing you. Simon Jester was the "imaginary" creation of a 
group  of  Loonies  fomenting  rebellion.  He  was  a  little  devil  who 
tormented  the  Lunar  government  with  catchy  little  jokes,  ditties, 
poems,  slogans,  and  cartoons.  Later,  Simon  expanded  into  the 
poltergeist  business  by playing  practical  jokes  on gov-goons and 
bureaucrats. He always signed his work with a little cartoon image 
of a grinning devil.

"Simon" was a game everyone could play, anyone who wanted to 
bug  the  ruling  authoritarians,  that  is.  Any  pissed-off  miner  could 
scribble a bit of seditious graffiti on a wall and attribute it to "Simon" 
with  the  easily  scrawled  logo.  To  the  Authority,  it  seemed  that 
Simon Jester was everywhere, all the time.

We need Simon Jester now.

A "meme" is an idea, a thought; hopefully a seed that will germinate 
in the recipient's mind and grow into a whole garden of worthwhile 
ideas. In theory, one exposes people to short, memorable phrases 
or images which stick with them; rather like the tune you can't get 
out of your head. In this case, the "tune" is akin to Yankee Doodle 
Dandy and is meant to generate thoughts on liberty.

Planting those mental seeds is what the Simon Jester Project is all 
about. To get you started, we've provided a few basic files.

Surely this is enough to get us started.

Enough plotting; let's get out and do something!

What to Do With This Stuff 

Okay.  We've  told  you  who  Simon  Jester  is.  We've  given  you  a 
bunch of files for posters, stickers, flyers, et cetera. 

So what the devil  (pun intended <grin>) are you supposed to do 
with this stuff? 

Assuming  you  read  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh  Mistress,  you  should 
already have a pretty good idea. But here some specifics you might 
try:

• Flyers can go on bulletin boards, car windshields in parking lots, 
or simply be handed out.

• The same goes for folded pamphlets, or you might put some in 
the form slots on bank tables and the counters at the post office.

• Stickers  can  go anywhere:  Service  counters  at  DMV, the  post 
office,  post  drop  boxes,  windows  and  doors.  But  if  you're 
considering  putting  them  on  private  property,  also  consider 
whether the owner might not appreciate it.

• Business  cards  can  be  handed  out,  left  on  magazine  piles  in 
waiting rooms, set on counters, stuck under windshield wipers, or 
even flung out  high windows.  Try including one in  all  your bill 
payment envelopes.

• The Cthulhu election posters can go up anywhere you see other 
campaign signs posted. Try putting them up in your car windows, 
too.  If  you stake  out  a  polling  station  like  the  other  campaign 
aides, come election time, the Cthulhu posters go great with the 
Democracy Explained flyers to get voters' attention.

• Stickers  can  also  go  on  packages  and  envelopes.  Kinda  like 
Easter Seals, but a lot more fun.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"There are no dangerous weapons; there are only dangerous men."
– Robert A. Heinlein, Starship Troopers (1959)

http://www.lneilsmith.com/tactical.html
http://www.simonjester.org/
http://www.vermeervote.com/newmexico
http://www.tinyurl.com/hn982
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_National_Organ_Transplant_Act_of_1984&action=edit


LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Chair
Jay Vandersloot, 505-362-1733 / jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Joseph Knight – 505-330-7713 / nm_libertarian@yahoo.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis – macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 2 Representative, Seat B
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

CAMPUS GROUPS
New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker – 505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting) – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

INTERNET RESOURCES
Official Website – www.lpnm.org

Mailing lists on lpnm.org – www.tinyurl.com/hogsn

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

LPNM Activists – www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5

LPNM Business List – groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz
(Caucus membership required)

Myspace.com – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list – www.tinyurl.com/e8khh

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choosing  unconditional 
submission  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  ministers,  or  resistance  by 
force.  The latter  is  our choice.  We  have counted the cost  of this 
contest,  and find nothing so dreadful  as voluntary slavery. Honor, 
justice,  and humanity,  forbid  us tamely to surrender that  freedom 
which  we  received  from  our  gallant  ancestors,  and  which  our 
innocent posterity have a right to receive from us.”
– Continental Congress on the
   Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms in 1775

"There's no way to rule innocent men. The only power government 
has  is  the power  to  crack  down on criminals.  When  there aren't 
enough criminals, one makes them. One declares so many things to 
be  a  crime  that  it  becomes  impossible  for  men  to  live  without 
breaking laws."
– Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged
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COUNTY CHAIRS
Bernalillo – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Dona Ana – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 505-541-9079 / lpdacnm@peoplepc.com

San Juan – www.zianet.com/bobziesmer/sjclp.htm
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

COUNTY CONTACTS
(Unorganized Counties)

Colfax
Richard Moore – 505-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Lea
Christina Groth – 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 505-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Otero
Kathleen Hodgkinson
505-437-6042 / hodgkinson@cybermesa.com

Roosevelt 
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch – 505-466-4706 / suelib1@hotmail.com

LPNM VACANCIES
Central Committee (2)

District 2 Representative, Seat A
District 2 Representative, Seat B

County Chairs / Contacts (20)
Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry

De Baca / Eddy / Grant / Guadalupe
Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora

Luna / Quay / Rio Arriba / San Miguel
Sierra / Socorro / Taos Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)
Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)

New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're 
interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

"The government  is  mainly  an expensive  organization  to  regulate 
evildoers and tax those who behave; government does little for fairly 
respectable people except annoy them."
– E.W. Howe (1926)

mailto:suelib1@hotmail.com
mailto:hodgkinson@cybermesa.com
mailto:b_lamont5@hotmail.com
mailto:acogbill@geopotential.com
mailto:lplcnm@valornet.com
mailto:myliberty@mail.com
mailto:abran_d@yahoo.com
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:nm_bob@hotmail.com
http://www.zianet.com/bobziesmer/sjclp.htm
mailto:lpdacnm@peoplepc.com
http://www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
http://www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
http://www.tinyurl.com/e8khh
http://groups.myspace.com/lpnm
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz
http://www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5
http://groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss
http://www.tinyurl.com/hogsn
http://www.lpnm.org/
mailto:neoconssuck@att.net
mailto:luecker@nmt.edu
mailto:bkoehler8@comcast.net
mailto:mmoss@plumbersoft.com
mailto:nm_bob@hotmail.com
mailto:macurtis@webtv.net
mailto:neoconssuck@att.net
mailto:acogbill@geopotential.com
mailto:nm_libertarian@yahoo.com
mailto:lplcnm@valornet.com
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:jayvandersloot@yahoo.com


New Mexico Liberty – July 2007 – Page 11

ADMINISTRIVIA
Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter to the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter, 
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-710-5197, or just 
send it to email address gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When  sending your submission as an MS Word  (or Open Office 
Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins 
should be half-inch (0.5”) around, with no headers or footers. If you 
send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want anything 
in  bold type,  underlined,  in italics,  struck-through,  different colors, 
etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out. And  NO Wordperfect 
files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest  quality 
graphics you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll 
do what I can to get them in the next issue. In particular, what I want 
are pictures of YOU the LPNM members, either at LPNM-sponsored 
events or at other peoples' events.

Submission deadline for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the 
month.

Articles
As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full 
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on in 
the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading the 
message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity and 
evil of the UN might get put in, depending on available space and 
the  quality  of  the  article.  A  group  of  LPNM  members  counter-
protesting the raising of a UN flag by the city council WILL get put 
in, and probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint
The basis  for  libertarian thought  is the Zero Aggression Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right – under  any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders 
or appointed spokespersons at all levels of government or the Party 
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or 
more  expensive  spending  programs,  or  new or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Copyright
Copyright  © 2007  Libertarian  Party  of  New  Mexico.  All  rights 
reserved.

Permission  is  explicitly  granted  for  subscribers  to  recopy  New 
Mexico Liberty for non-commercial purposes, specifically as use as 
an outreach tool, provided that  New Mexico Liberty is copied in its 
entirety. Use your imagination here.

According to the FTC, in the last five years 27.3 
million people have been victims of identity theft.  The 
number in 2002 alone was 9.9 million.  What if it 
happens to you?  The Identity Theft Shield can help 
lessen your exposure.  To learn how, contact Jay 
Vandersloot, Independent Associate, at 505-362-1733

Subscriptions and Correspondence
www.lpnm.org/newsletter

www.myspace.com/nmliberty
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To subscribe, send a blank email to 
nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to:
nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally,  New  Mexico  Liberty will  be  posted  to  the  web,  in  PDF 
format, both to the Archives section of the page on lpnm.org, and to 
the Files section of the Yahoo group I’ve set up for it:

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use keep 
us in the loop so we can keep your New Mexico Liberty coming to 
you – contact Ron Bjornstad [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net ] if you're a 
print version subscriber. Otherwise, contact the editor. 

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots
Full page Ø60.00
Half page Ø30.00
Quarter page Ø15.00
Business card Ø  8.00

Rates  are  subject  to  change  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  The 
editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such  changes  only  when 
absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet,  contact  the  editor  at  email  address  nmliberty-
owner@yahoogroups.com.  For  an  insert  into  the  print  edition, 
contact Ron Bjornstad at email address rbjornstad@earthlink.net or 
phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym  “FRN”  will  be  used  by  the  editor.  See 
www.javelinpress.com for more information. Also see the Wikipedia 
page  for  “Federal  Reserve  Note”  – 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

Submissions Policy
The editor  reserves the right  to refuse service to anyone for  any 
reason.  The editor  will  most  often  be willing to explain  any such 
reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal to post an advertisement, 
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's 
State Chair,  Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE

www.lpnm.org

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

If the date on your mailing label reads before 06/01/07, it's time 
to renew your LPNM membership.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
“Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn't mean 
politics won't take an interest in you.”
– Pericles (430 B.C.)

http://www.lpnm.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note
http://www.javelinpress.com/
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty
mailto:nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join
http://www.myspace.com/nmliberty
http://www.lpnm.org/newsletter
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net


Libertarian Party of New Mexico Enrollment / Renewal Coupon
Please print in all areas

Name                                                                         Address                                                                                 

City                                                                              State  Zip                   Phone                                                

Email                                                   Employer                                            Occupation                                        

[  ] I am registered to vote as a Libertarian and wish to [   ] join [   ] renew as a caucus member. Enclosed 
is $25 annual dues payable to  “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.) I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty”  and will have delegate status at state conventions. I understand that the 
LP News is NOT at this time included in my membership.

[  ] I am not registered as Libertarian in the State of New Mexico or I do not wish to sign the statement 
opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals at this time. Enclosed is $25.00 annual-
dues payable to  “Libertarian Party.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)  I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” and will have no other benefits. I understand that the LP News is NOT at 
this time included in my membership.

I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. 

Signed                                                                                   

[   ] Enclosed is my donation of $              for use as indicated:

[   ] LPNM General Fund [   ] Chair’s Contingency Fund [   ] Major Player Fund [   ] Win One Fund

Please make donation check payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)

Government mandated notices: 

• The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

• The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all 
fundraising appeals. 

• The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual 
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party 
working to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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