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Ballot Access Update
New Mexico Libertarian Hearing in 10th Circuit

by Richard Winger [ www.ballot-access.org ]
19 July 2007 – www.tinyurl.com/2de8c9

The 10th circuit has tentatively set October 1, 2007 as the hearing date in Libertarian Party 
of New Mexico v Vigil-Giron, 06-2303. This is the case challenging the state’s policy of one 
petition to qualify a new party (which then nominates by convention), and then separate hefty 
petitions for each person the party nominates. The party argues that one petition should be 
sufficient to show that the party has a modicum of voter support, and additional petitions for 
all  of  its  nominees  have  no  function.  The  lower  court  had  upheld  the  law without  even 
scheduling a hearing.  The main issue before the 10th circuit  is  whether the U.S. District 
Court should have gathered evidence before ruling. The 10th circuit hearing is in Denver.

Additional commentary
by “DEMOREP1” [ DEMOREP1@aol.com ]

The Supremes have screwed up the Equal Protection Clause in ballot access cases since 
day 1 in 1868.

Also – lots of MORON lawyers are taking money from minor parties.  i.e. – get a lawyer with 
some BRAINS.

The fundamental constitutional principle of separate–is–not–equal from the landmark Brown 
v.  Board of  Education,  347 U.S.  483,  495  (1954),  was unfortunately  NOT brought  up in 
Williams v. Rhodes, 393 U.S. 23 (1968).

Every State has separate and unequal ballot access laws for so-called major parties, old so-
called  minor  parties,  new  so-called  minor  parties  and  independents.  [Specify  for  State 
involved].

Also, the following basic points have not been properly noticed –

1. there is one class of electors in a general election,
2. there is one class of candidates on the general election ballots (i.e. a candidate is on or 

off the ballots) and
3. each general election for each office is new and has nothing to do with any prior general 

election for such office (or any other office).

All ballot access cases have failed to note such basic points including Williams, Jenness v.  
Fortson,  403  U.S. 431  (1971),  American  Party  of  Texas  v.  White,  415 U.S.  767  (1974), 
Munro v. Socialist Workers Party, 479 U.S. 189 (1986) and Norman v. Reed, 502 U.S. 279 
(1992).

The Equal  Protection Clause of  the 14th Amendment requires that  all  candidates for  the 
same office pass the same (i.e.  *equal*) test(s)  for ballot  access to get on state or local 
general election ballots.

Obviously an  equal nominating petition for ALL candidates for the SAME office will show 
which candidates have a preliminary showing of voter support.

See also  Moore v. Ogilvie, 394 U.S. 814 (1969) (equal regional treatment of electors who 
sign petitions) and  Romer v. Evans, 517 U.S. 620, 631-636 (1996) (discrimination against 
homosexuals).

The Moore case was brought up in Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98, 107 (2000).

The cases can be seen via

www.findlaw.com/casecode/supreme.html

In other words, the LPNM may LOSE if its lawyer(s) copied the same old defective / losing 
legal arguments in the District Court.
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Call For Candidates
To  date,  the  LPNM  has  three people 
interested  in  running  for  public  office  for 
2007 and 2008

• Bill  Koehler  for  Albuquerque  City 
Council, District 8 in 2007

• Eric  Pino  for  State  Representative, 
District 11 in 2008

• Mike Blessing for State Representative,
District 16

To date, the races that are easiest to qualify 
for in terms of signature gathering are those 
for State Representative and State Senator.

To add your  name to  the  list,  contact  the 
editor, the State Chair, or your county chair.
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Calendar
Special Events

Central Committee Meeting – 9 September 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

Central Committee Meeting – 9 December 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch 
at  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County Chairs  /  Contacts 
encouraged to attend! Contact Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing 
for details.

LPNM 2008 State Convention

The 2008 LPNM State Convention is slated to be in the greater 
Albuquerque area on the weekend of 11-13 April  2008. Planned 
Banquet Speaker is libertarian science-fiction writer and columnist 
L. Neil  Smith. We  are currently soliciting suggestions for venues 
and  other  speakers.  We  hope  to  have  another  presidential 
candidates'  debate,  and  maybe  a  debate  between  the  vice-
presidential candidates. The LPNM Central Committee has named 
Secretary Mike Blessing as the Convention Coordinator.

LP 2008 National Convention

The LP's 2008 National Convention will take place at the Adam's 
Mark  Hotel  in  Denver  on  Memorial  Day  weekend  (23-26  May 
2008).  Speakers,  business  sessions  and  the  presidential 
nomination are on the agenda. Contact Jay Vandersloot if you're 
interested in being a delegate from the LPNM.

See  www.lpconvention.org and  www.denverlpcon.com for  details 
as they develop.

Regular Events
Thursday,  2  August  and  16  August  –  Bernalillo  County  Liberty 
Forum  meets  in  Albuquerque,  6  PM  at  Fiesta's  Restaurant  & 
Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Contact Mike Blessing, 505-
918-6567, for details.

Wednesday, 8 August – Dona Ana County Libertarians will meet. 
Those Interested are invited to attend and to contact Siebert Ickler, 
505-541-9079, for information on location and time.

Saturday, 11 August – Dine with the Libertarians at the monthly no-
host  Liberty  Dinner,  Andrea  Kristina's,  218  W.  Main,  Downtown 
Farmington.  The  San  Juan  County  Libertarian  Party's  Central 
Committee will meet at 5:00 prior to dinner. Contact Bob Ziesmer, 
505-327-6681, for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
www.myspace.com/nmhemptv

The One Party State – Wednesdays at 10PM
Contact Lance Klafeta at lklafeta@yahoo.com for details

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
Contact Brian Bakri at hippiegypsy@webtv.net for details

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"There's no way to rule innocent men. The only power government 
has is the power to crack down on criminals.  When there aren't 
enough criminals, one makes them. One declares so many things 
to be a crime that it  becomes impossible for men to live without 
breaking laws."
– Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged

Field Reports
From County / Campus Chairs

Bernalillo – The BCLP is  hosting  two meetings  per  month.  For 
more information, see the BCLP website – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo.  
The Weekly Sedition or New Mexico's Consumer Advocate resumes 
in  October,  2007.  The  Weekly  Sedition and New  Mexico's 
Consumer Advocate  are now available in webcast format. For the 
viewing links, see the Channel 27 site [ www.quote-unquote.org ].

The Bernalillo County LP is currently seeking one or more persons 
to represent the BCLP in front of the Albuquerque City Council and / 
or Bernalillo County Commission in the public-comment sections of 
those bodies' meeting agendas.

Jay Vandersloot continues to be active in staffing a table a blade 
and gun shows at the State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque and could 
use some help at the shows. The next Blade and Gun Show will be 
on the weekend of August 18th and 19th and any assistance would 
be  welcome,  even  if  it  is  only  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Anyone 
interested  in  helping  at  the  table  at  the  gun  show,  providing 
literature to hand out, or loaning us an LP banner, or a projection 
screen, should contact Jay at either  jayvandersloot@yahoo.com or 
call 505-362-1733. 

Paul Gessing and the staff of the Rio Grande Foundation, has been 
getting columns and letters to the editor printed in the Albuquerque 
Journal on a regular basis. Some of those have been printed here in 
New Mexico Liberty.  Others are available  at the RGF's website – 
www.riograndefoundation.org. 

Dona  Ana –  The  LPDAC  Central  Committee  has  been  having 
monthly meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces 
Farmer's  Market.  See the LPDAC website  –  www.lpnm.org/dona-
ana – for details.

Santa Fe – Former Vice-Chair and Grant County Chair Frank Martin 
has started a social  group in the Santa Fe area that  focuses on 
small-l libertarianism. For more information, contact Frank Martin – 
frank@fundimensions.com or  phone  505-989-3670  or  505-310-
5971.

Ed  Nagel  is  working  on  organizing  an  LPNM county  affiliate  for 
Santa Fe County. Contact him at  ed123nagel@aol.com or call him 
at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

San  Juan –  The  San  Juan  County  LP  is  sponsoring  a  new 
fundraising drive for the LPNM in addition to the annual rifle raffle 
that  they run.  This  new effort  will  raffle  off  a  new,  limited-edition 
Harley Davidson motorcycle for Ø100 per ticket, with a maximum of 
399 tickets available. More information on the raffle is available on 
pages 5 and 6.

The  San  Juan  County  LP  has  established  a  new  website  – 
www.sjclp.org – although the old site that had been set up by Bob 
Ziesmer  [  www.zianet.com/bobziesmer/sjclp.htm ]  is  still  up  and 
running.

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  although the  August  meeting  has  been 
canceled.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
“A bureaucrat is the most despicable of men, though he is needed 
as  vultures  are  needed,  but  one  hardly  admires  vultures  whom 
bureaucrats so strangely resemble. I have yet to meet a bureaucrat 
who  was  not  petty,  dull,  almost  witless,  crafty  or  stupid,  an 
oppressor or a thief, a holder of little authority in which he delights, 
as a boy delights in possessing a vicious dog. Who can trust such 
creatures?”
– Marcus Tullius Cicero
   (3 January 106 BC – 7 December 43 BC) Orator and statesman   
   of  Ancient Rome – en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Cicero
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And we should stop cutting down other  Libertarians for  how they 
decide to use their own  personal funds.  We should stop chiding 
them for supporting candidates they believe will work to return the 
government to where it should be.  After all, what is more important, 
the  party  label  a  candidate  wears,  or  the  principles  of  the 
candidate?

Usually,  the  only  candidates  to  vote  for  are  the  Libertarian 
candidates, but there can be exceptions.  Yes, vote for Libertarians, 
but more important, vote for Libertarian principles.  This is not an 
endorsement  of  any  particular  candidate.   Rather,  it  is  an 
endorsement of Libertarian principles.

LP Platform Undergoes Major Change
As I  wrote  above,  there  were major  changes  to  the  LP National 
Platform passed at  the July  2006 National  Convention.  Mainly,  it 
eliminated the majority of  the planks.  I  envision a flurry of efforts 
between now and the next LP Convention in May 2008 to reinstitute 
as many of the planks as possible.

Let’s take a look at yet another of the remaining planks from 
our LP National Platform.

II.2 – Corporate Welfare, Monopolies & Subsidies

The Issue – Subsidies, government-granted monopolies, and other 
forms  of  corporate  welfare  today  exist  as  privileges  granted  by 
government to those with political access. These destroy the level 
playing  field  that  free  markets  depend  on,  create  a  corrupt 
relationship  between  government  authority  and  special  interests, 
and  are  unconstitutional.  Furthermore,  the  loans  by government-
sponsored entities, even when not guaranteed by the government, 
constitute another form of subsidy.

Principle – Individuals must be free to be aggressive competitors 
and form corporations, cooperatives and other types of companies 
based on voluntary association in the market place, and must enjoy 
no state-sponsored advantage. Those who best  supply a good or 
service in the market will enjoy natural dominance only as long as 
they  continue  to  benefit  consumers.  Subsidies  and  government-
granted monopolies protect the non-competitive from market forces.

Solution – Replacement of all government-granted monopolies and 
subsidies with deregulated free markets  and informed consumers 
will  benefit  both  consumers  and  producers,  eliminate  political 
favoritism,  and  maintain  a  strict  separation  of  markets  and  state 
authority. Genuine crimes committed to create a monopoly, such as 
blackmail,  bribery,  fraud,  libel  or  slander  are  prosecuted  as  any 
other crime.

Transitional Action – Eliminate all  federal  grants of monopoly or 
subsidy to any private companies, such as utilities, airlines, energy 
companies,  agriculture,  science,  medicine,  broadcasting,  the  arts 
and sports  teams.  Repeal  all  anti-trust  laws.  All  federal  agencies 
whose primary  function  is  to  make or  guarantee  corporate  loans 
must be abolished or privatized.

It “ain’t” about you!

It “ain’t” about me!

It “ain’t” even about the Libertarian Party!

It’s  about  liberty;  it’s  about  freedom;  it’s  about  individual  privacy; 
and it’s about getting back to the US Constitution.

I know, I’ve written about that before.  But it  seems that there are 
many who do not understand this principle.

The mainstream R’s and D’s have proven repeatedly that they are 
determined to control our lives, take away our liberty and freedom, 
and invade our privacy.

Look  at  the  laws  passed  at  all  levels  of  the  government.  It’s 
apparent that most politicians either don’t know the US Constitution 
exists, or they know it exists, but don’t know what it says, or they 
don’t  care  what  our  Supreme Law of  the  Land,  the  Constitution, 
says.  Whatever  the  case,  they  continue  to  pass  unconstitutional 
laws.

I hold no hope for those R’s and D’s who have announced or are 
expected to announce their candidacy for their party’s nomination to 
work  for  liberty,  freedom,  privacy,  and  a  return  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  In  fact,  they actually  scare  me.  What  if  they should 
happen to get elected? If that happens, the best we could hope for 
would be for the Congress to be controlled by the other party and 
that stagnation sets in.

I  said I hold no hope for  the current  slate  of R and D candidate 
hopefuls.  But you say, “What  about Ron Paul?”  And you’re right. 
He has consistently voted against any legislation that is counter to 
the  U.S.  Constitution.  He has  voted  against  any  bills  that  would 
raise taxes, decrease our freedom, impinge on our privacy, or would 
in  any way restrict  liberty.  So  your  question  is  well  taken.  What 
about Ron Paul?

For Ron Paul get the nomination and subsequently be elected as 
President  would  be  a  great  victory  for  the  principles  we  as 
Libertarians  espouse.  But  I  seriously  doubt  that  he  will  get  the 
nomination, let alone be elected.

That be as it may, this has raised the question of whether it is right 
for a Libertarian to come out in favor of Ron Paul. Even more, the 
question  of  whether  it  is  permissible for  a  Libertarian  to  make 
donations to Ron Paul’s campaign.

In fact, some have been chided for making donations of their own 
personal funds  to  Ron  Paul’s  campaign  and  for  coming  out  in 
support of Ron Paul.

It seems that some “Libertarians” have forgotten that we believe that 
individuals should have the choice of how they want to use their 
personal funds.

It seems that some “Libertarians” have forgotten that the real goal is 
to  bring  about  change;  to  get  the  government  back  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution, freedom, privacy, protection of our liberties.

I, for one, do not care what political party label a person wears. I 
care about their politics.

Some “Libertarians” consider it “anathema” to vote for anyone who 
is not running as a Libertarian.  And normally, that is true, because 
there  are  normally  no  other  candidates  who would  work  for  the 
principles in which we believe.

As I’ve previously written, we should look at the track records of the 
candidates,  their  voting  records,  what  they  have  actually  done. 
That’s the only way to determine for which candidate we should cast 
our ballot.

Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

"This time,  like all  times,  is a good one, if  we but know 
what to do with it."
– Ralph Waldo Emerson

You have many rights as an American 
citizen toady.  Pre-Paid Legal can show you 
how to protect your legal rights at a low 
cost.  With Pre-Paid Legal you can prepay 
your most common legal needs, much like 
you prepay your medical needs.  It is 
important to know and exercise your legal 
rights as an American citizen.

Call Jay Vandersloot, Independent 
Associate, at 505-362-1733

mailto:jayvandersloot@yahoo.com
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Richardson's Santa Fe Line
by Pual Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

16 July 2007 – www.tinyurl.com/378tda

Bill  Richardson has done a lot of things since becoming governor 
more than four years ago, including cut taxes. But what he hasn't 
done is earn his stripes as a "fiscal conservative."

That  may  surprise  those  who  follow  the  Democrat's  presidential 
campaign. But there is more to Mr. Richardson's fiscal record than 
tax cuts. He's also a profligate spender who is laying groundwork 
that will make it harder to keep taxes in check and the budget in 
balance in the coming years. Mr. Richardson isn't a spending hawk. 
He's more like a roadrunner  – New Mexico's state  bird  – darting 
across  the  landscape,  trying  to  stay  ahead  of  the  anvil  that  is 
inevitably coming.

Consider the state's general  fund, that  portion of the budget over 
which the governor and the legislature have the most control. This 
year  it  hit  $5.6  billion,  up  $1.5  billion  since  Mr.  Richardson  took 
office  in  2003.  The  governor  asked  for  and  received  an  11% 
increase  in  spending  this  year,  the  biggest  jump  in  memory, 
outstripping inflation and population growth in the state.

And where is this money going? One of Mr. Richardson's priorities 
has been the State Children's  Health  Insurance Program (Schip), 
which is run under  federal  guidelines but administered and partly 
funded by the state. Bill Clinton launched Schip a decade ago, and 
it has been used by Democrats to expand federally controlled health 
care ever since.

This year Mr. Richardson wanted Schip to cover children of parents 
who make up to 300% of the federal  poverty line (up from about 
200%). That was too much for the legislature. But Mr. Richardson 
did succeed at getting the children's program to cover more adults. 
Previously,  only  the  state's  poorest  adult  residents  were  eligible. 
Now adults earning two times the federal poverty rate can receive 
health  benefits  through  the  program.  His  record  of  expanding 
government-run  health  care  on  the  state  level  is  a  pretty  good 
indicator of what he would do as president.

Mr. Richardson also likes trains. One of his pet projects is the Rail 
Runner, a commuter train that connects the northern and southern 
suburbs  of  Albuquerque  and  has  been  beset  with  financial 
problems,  although  its  full  length  has  yet  to  be  completed.  An 
anticipated $75 million in federal financing for the project has fallen 
through, so state residents will have to foot the entire bill.

To  complete  the  project,  20  miles  of  track  will  need  to  be  run 
through the desert to Santa Fe at a total cost of about $400 million 
(not a small sum in this state). This for a train that will take an hour 
and 20 minutes to complete a trip that takes just one hour by car.

Usually, commuter rail is built to take automobiles off of the roads 
during rush hour. But Santa Fe is a city with just 70,000 residents, 
and  some  people  wonder:  How many  cars  can  this  train  really 
replace?  While  there  are  isolated  pockets  of  congestion,  the 
problem in New Mexico isn't too many cars but too few overpasses 
and too many stoplights.

Mr.  Richardson's  secretary  of  transportation,  Rhonda  Faught, 
admits that the Rail Runner will need as much as $10 million a year 
in  ongoing  subsidies.  Meanwhile,  ridership  lags  behind  other 
commuter  rail  systems.  The  Rail  Runner  averages  about  2,000 
riders a day. The Virginia Railway Express, which ferries commuters 
in the suburbs of Washington and which cost much less to build due 
to the use of existing track, has about 14,000 riders a day.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"The only difference between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the 
taxidermist leaves the skin."
– Mark Twain

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity That puts the governor in a tough spot. He now needs funding from 
the Democratically controlled legislature for a project that residents 
are  already  showing  that  they're  reluctant  to  climb  aboard.  But 
pushing  the  project  may  not  be  a  bad  political  decision  on  Mr. 
Richardson's  part.  A few years ago,  he took  a political  pounding 
when it  was revealed that  he was chauffeured about  the state in 
gas-guzzling  automobiles.  He now sports  around the  state  in  an 
alternative-fuel SUV, something environmentalists and corn farmers 
in Iowa love. Commuter rail  is  his eco-friendly SUV on a grander 
scale.

Mr. Richardson won re-election last  year in a landslide.  And he's 
been able to get away with his spending spree while cutting income 
tax rates  for  top  earners  to  4.9%  and  capital  gains  tax rates  to 
2.45% (both down from 8.2%). In large part he's managed this feat 
because the state is awash in energy tax revenue, partly because 
he's raised gasoline taxes, but mostly because New Mexico is an 
energy-producing state. It's a funny phenomenon, but one that all 
oil- and gas-rich states experience. When prices at the gas pump 
squeeze drivers, the state brings in tax revenue by the truckload.

This year the state took in $1.23 billion in oil  and natural-gas tax 
revenue. That's up dramatically from four years ago when the state 
took in some $552 million. But if energy prices fall  so too will tax 
revenue, and the party is over. Indeed, even in a booming economy, 
the state treasury could find itself coming up short -- not good for a 
politician concerned with an image for fiscal conservatism.

But Mr. Richardson hopes soon to be on to something else. He's 
actually been on the move for well more than a decade. In 1997 he 
left  Congress to become U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. 
Shortly  thereafter,  he  served  as  President  Clinton's  secretary  of 
energy. As governor, anticipating a lot of foreign-service work, he 
hired  a  part-time  staffer  to  give  him  pointers  on  international 
etiquette.  He  also  finagled,  with  sanction  from  the  Bush 
administration,  two  meetings  with  North  Korean  officials,  one  of 
which  took  place  in  Santa  Fe.  He  seems  to  enjoy  being  a  go-
between  for  the  secretive  Stalinist  regime  and  the  current 
administration.

It's this foreign policy experience that he now hopes will propel him 
into the White House. While a Richardson presidency would likely 
be to the right  of a Clinton, Obama or Edwards administration on 
fiscal  matters,  labeling  the  governor  of  New  Mexico  a  "fiscal 
conservative" is a bit of a stretch.

Paul  Gessing is  president  of  the Rio Grande Foundation,  a non-
partisan,  tax-exempt  research  and  educational  organization 
dedicated  to  promoting  prosperity  for  New  Mexico  based  on  
principles of limited government, economic freedom and individual  
responsibility.

Rio Grande Foundation – www.riograndefoundation.org
P.O. Box 40336  Albuquerque, N.M., 87196
505-264-6090

Eric Pino for State Representative
-------- Original Message --------
Subject: Re: My Plug...
Date: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 21:43:52 -0600
From: Eric Pino [ epelsewhere@hotmail.com ]
To: gunssavelives@comcast.net

Mr. Blessing,

First off, thank you for the blurb in the NM Liberty.

On 7/24,  I  annonced my exploratory  committee  on  Channel  27's 
"Hemp  TV".  Can't  make  the  8/2  meeting.  Will  try  for  the  8/16 
session. Hopefully more news by then.

As far as Rep. Rick Miera's bill sponsorships go, the only bills I have 
seen his name on are of the big  public education spending variety. 
Haven't  found much else...yet!
                                                       'Till Next Time, 
                                                                         EP

http://tinyurl.com/378tda
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mailto:pgessing@riograndefoundation.org
http://www.riograndefoundation.org/


Libertarian Party of New Mexico
2008 Road-to-Freedom Motorcycle Raffle

2008 Harley-Davidson Softail Rocker
• 96 cubic inches! • 6-speed! • Lowest solo saddle on a production motorcycle! 

• Fat 240mm rear tire! • 5-spoke wheels! • Stretched 5-gallon tank!

ONLY 399 CHANCES OFFERED
The Libertarian Party of New Mexico encourages motorcyclists to consider the use of helmets and 
other  safety  equipment.  However,  we  believe  those  who  ride  should  decide  and  we  oppose 
mandatory helmet laws for motorcyclists.

Odds  depend  on  the  actual  number  of  chances  sold,  but  no  more  than  399  chances  will  be 
available. Drawing will be at approximately 8:00 PM, on Bill of Rights Day, Monday December 15, 
2008 at the Farmington Civic Center,  in Farmington, New Mexico. The Libertarian Party of New 
Mexico (LPNM) reserves the right to draw prior to this date in the event all chances are sold early. 
In the event of an early drawing, notice will be posted at www.lpnm.org at least two weeks prior to 
the  drawing.  LPNM  will  make  every  effort  to  notify  the  winner  using  the  contact  information 
provided. In the event the winner cannot be contacted within 30 days of the drawing, the prize will 
be awarded to a backup winner. Winner is responsible for tax, title and license fees.

For Raffle  Tickets,  send $100 per  ticket  and your contact  information,  including name, 
mailing addresses, phone numbers and e-mail address to

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 Ivory Road SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
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The 2008 LPNM Road-To-Freedom Motorcycle Raffle
by Joseph Knight [ nm_libertarian@yahoo.com ]

We have the paperwork on the LPNM's first motorcycle, a Harley-
Davidson FXCW Softail Rocker, in Crimson Red (see page 5 for a 
picture).

Unfortunately,  we can't  get  delivery until  September,  so we won't 
have it  for the San Juan County fair.  I will plan to have the raffle 
running before the fair however, and will have a special meeting in 
Cuba, NM on 5 August to get tickets in distribution.

There will be 399 tickets with the first 190 going to cover the cost of 
the bike. After the first 190, LPNM can spend the money as fast as it 
comes in.  Places  we can sell  tickets  include  the newsletter,  San 
Juan  county  fairs  (August,  2007  and  2008),  the  2008  state  fair, 
regional fair in Roswell (October, 2007 and 2008), gun shows, and 
biker  rallies.  I  will  plan  to  have  the  bike  at  the  NATIONAL 
convention in May, 2008. and will also see that the Dona Ana bunch 
will have an opportunity to show it off in Las Cruces.

COUNTY GROUPS: There is no provision for the county parties to 
retain  a share of the proceeds from ticket  sales.  HOWEVER, the 
LPNM's Central Committee has been very willing to support county 
activities with appropriations in the past and county groups selling 
the tickets locally will surely see some of the fruits come back.

Pursuant to the raffle, the LPNM Central Committee recenly passed 
the following resolution by an email poll:

Resolved by the Central Committee of LPNM that:

The Libertarian Party of  New Mexico encourages motorcyclists  to 
consider the use of helmets and other safety equipment. However, 
we believe those who ride should decide and we oppose mandatory 
helmet laws for motorcyclists. 

STANDARD FEATURES – NEW IN 2008

• Top-mounted battery
• 25 mm hollow rear axles
• 240 mm wide rear tire
• LED bullet-style stop/turn/tail lights
• Custom stretched gas tank
• Stretched low profile console with integrated indicator lights and

speed shop-styled speedometer
• Custom adjustable, internally wired, independent V-bar set in a 

2-piece, sculpted 5 in. curved riser
• 49 mm Showa® front forks with sculpted fork lowers, low profile

front fender and 19 in. front tire
• Satin stainless powder-coated, tapered, 5-spoke cast aluminum

wheels
• Integrated ignition switch and coil
• Satin stainless powder-coated front fork lowers
• Satin stainless powder-coated bullet headlamp and triple clamp
• Silver powder-coated Twin Cam 96B™ engine and 6-Speed 

Cruise
• Drive™ transmission with satin stainless powder-coated covers
• Satin stainless powder-coated oil tank
• Unique satin stainless powder-coated swingarm
• Satin stainless powder-coated turn signal housing and stand-off
• Satin stainless powder-coated hand controls
• Color-matched frame painted to match fenders and tank
• Machined 3-D tank medallion

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"It is criminal to teach a man not to defend himself when he is the 
constant  victim  of  brutal  attacks.  It  is  legal  and  lawful  to  own a 
shotgun or a rifle. We believe in obeying the law."
– Malcolm X, 12 March 1964
   ( he lived in a Victim Disarmament Zone, where pistols were
     banned )

ADDITIONAL SPECIFICATIONS

Dimensions –

• Fork Angle – 37.5°
• Oil Capacity – 3.5 qt. (3.31 l)
• Transmission Capacity – 1 qt. (0.95 l)
• Primary Chain Case Capacity – 1 qt. (0.95 l)
• Weight – In Running Order – 690.7 lbs. (313.3 kg)
• Gross Vehicle Weight Rating – 1,175 lbs. (532.97 kg)
• Gross Axle Weight Rating 

• Front – 415 lbs. (188.24 kg)
• Rear – 760 lbs. (344.73 kg)

Engine – 
• Air Cleaner – Fiber element, washable
• Drivetrain –

• Primary Drive – Chain, 34/46 ratio
• Gear Ratio (overall) –

• 1st – 9.312
• 2nd – 6.421
• 3rd – 4.774
• 4th – 3.926
• 5th – 3.279
• 6th – 2.790

Chassis –

• Swingarm – Mild steel, elliptical tube sections, forged junctions;
MIG welded

• Wheels – Polished, 5-spoke cast aluminum
• Front – 19 x 2.15 in. (482.6 x 54.61 mm)
• Rear – 18 x 8 in. (457.2 x 203.2 mm)

Performance –

• Lean Angle (per SAE J1168) – Right: 32.5° / Left: 29.5°
• Fuel Economy (urban/highway) – 35/54 mpg (6.72/4.36 l/100 

km)

Electric – 

• Battery (per Battery Council International Rating) – Sealed, 
maintenance-free, 12V, 19A/hour, 270 cca

• Charging – 3-phase, 38A system
• Starting – 1.2 kW electric with solenoid shift starter motor 

engagement

Lights –

• Headlamp (quartz halogen) – 55W low beam, 60W high beam
• Stop/Turn/Tail Lights – Integrated LED
• Front Turn Signal Lights – 28W (21W) self-canceling
• Indicator Lamps – 

• High beam
• Neutral
• Low oil pressure
• Turn signals
• Engine diagnostics
• 6-speed
• Low fuel warning

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"Rightful  liberty is unobstructed action according to our will  within 
limits drawn around us by the equal rights of others. I do not add 
'within the limits of the law,' because law is often but the tyrant's will, 
and always so when it violates the rights of the individual."
– Thomas Jefferson

mailto:nm_libertarian@yahoo.com


Gov. Flops On Guns Loophole
By Jeff Jones

27 July 2007 – Albuquerque Journal

Gov. Bill Richardson says on the presidential campaign trail that he 
wants to close a loophole that allows some gun buyers to walk out 
of gun shows without a criminal background check.

That's a 180-degree turnaround from his position as a candidate for 
re-election to the governor's office.

Richardson's campaign acknowledges the switch and says there is 
good reason.

Campaign spokesman Pahl Shipley said that "increasing levels of 
gun violence" – including the mass shooting at Virginia Tech in April 
that left 33 people dead – played a role in Richardson's change.

"The  process  to  close  the  loophole  should  begin  immediately," 
Shipley said in a written statement. "In the meantime, every effort 
should be made to ensure the system functions efficiently and that 
the background checks are truly 'instant.' ''

But the president of the New Mexico Shooting Sports Association, 
Charlie  Weisleder,  accused Richardson  of  trying to  play on  both 
sides of the gun control fence.

"Maybe he doesn't think the NRA (National Rifle Association) listens 
to debates," Weisleder said.

The Richardson presidential  campaign this  week said he aims to 
close the "gun show loophole" that exempts private sellers from a 
federal law requiring background checks— an issue he highlighted 
Monday during a nationally televised debate.

"The  issue  here,  I  believe,  is  instant  background  checks," 
Richardson said at the close of the CNN-YouTube debate in South 
Carolina. "... That includes gun sales at gun shows."

Switching sides

While running for re-election in May 2006, Richardson aimed in the 
opposite direction in a questionnaire from the New Mexico Shooting 
Sports Association, a National Rifle Association affiliate.

When asked if he would support such legislation, he checked the 
"No" box.

Richardson  has  often  embraced  the  image  of  a  pro-gun  rights 
Western  governor  and,  as  a  presidential  candidate,  has 
underscored that he's a hunter and gun owner.

Under  current  federal  law,  federally  licensed  gun  dealers  must 
check  prospective  gun  buyers  through  the  FBI's  National  Instant 
Criminal Background Check system before selling to them.

The  system  is  meant  to  ensure  that  buyers  don't  have  felony 
convictions, mental health issues or other problems that would bar 
them from legally buying a gun.

But private sellers – including hobbyists who sell  at gun shows – 
don't have to do such background checks under current federal law.

Critics  say  the  system  leaves  a  gap  that  allows  criminals  and 
mentally unstable people to buy guns with no questions asked.

NRA spokesman Andrew Arulanandam said the federal government 
has  yet  to  live  up  to  its  promise  of  a  truly  "instant"  background 
check. He said some checks take days, adding that past proposals 
to  require  all  gun  show buyers  to  undergo  a  background  check 
would have put gun shows out of business.

"The aim of gun control groups is to try to regulate gun shows out of 
existence," he said.

FBI  spokesman  Steve  Fischer  said  more  than  90  percent  of  all 
background  checks  for  dealers  take  place  instantly  or  within  a 
matter of minutes.

Shipley said Richardson believes the federal government should do 
all it can to ensure the checks are "instant."
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Seller distinctions

There are two categories of people who sell at gun shows: private 
hobbyists, who sell occasionally, and licensed dealers.

As  a  U.S.  House  member  from  New  Mexico,  Richardson  co-
sponsored a 1985 measure that  specifically excluded private gun 
hobbyists from the federal definition of a "dealer."

Eight years later, in 1993, Congress passed the current background 
check  system.  That  law  mandated  background  checks  only  by 
licensed dealers.

Richardson  voted  against  the  1993  background-check  law.  And 
Shipley said Richardson played no role in creating the loophole.

That  loophole  appeared  when  the  (1993)  law  was  passed 
mandating  background  checks  on  dealer-sold  guns—  and  not 
private sales," Shipley said.

Richardson  has  freely  discussed  his  hunting  hobby  and  gun 
ownership.  In  2003,  he  signed  a  state  concealed-carry  law  and 
subsequently  passed  the  state  test  to  carry  a  concealed  gun — 
although the governor's office said he didn't intend to pack heat.

The NRA has given him an "A" rating as governor — a far cry from 
the "F" ratings it has doled out in the past for Hillary Clinton, Barack 
Obama, John Edwards, Joe Biden and Dennis Kucinich. Weisleder 
said  the  gun  rights  questionnaire  Richardson  filled  out  last  year 
played a role in the New Mexico association's decision to give him 
an "A."

"It  looks to me like right  now he's trying to get  votes and not let 
people know he's very pro-gun," Weisleder said. "I don't know why 
he is doing this."

Re: Richardson's Aim Is True on Gun Shows
by Bill Koehler [ bkoehler8@comcast.net ]

You have completely missed the target.  Preventing the citizen from 
having a gun is a denial of our basic right of self defense.  While 
you  can  point  to  all  the  shootings  in  the  country  and  cry  "do 
something," what your editorial asks for is more crime.  In countries 
where the citizens are denied the right  of  self  defense the crime 
rates are astounding.  Denying the citizen the most effective means 
of  self  defense,  a  hand  gun,  simply  gives  the  bad  guys  the 
advantage.  Doing this is either stupid, insane or evil.  

No one prints the millions of crimes every year that never happen 
because the good guy had a gun. The lady whose life was saved at 
Walmart is the exception because the bad guy got killed. That made 
it news. But the millions of crimes that never happened don't make 
the news.  "If it doesn't bleed it doesn't lead." Guns save lives. You 
don't hear about the crimes that never happened because you don't 
publish the statistics  for crimes prevented by guns and you don't 
wish to acknowledge that Virginia Tech might not have happened if 
the students had been permitted the have weapons. You failed to 
point  out  that  two  years  earlier  in  Virginia  a  massacre  was 
prevented by two armed students.

As I stated earlier denying the right of self defense is either stupid, 
insane  or  evil.   And  like  freedom of  the  press,  our  right  to  self 
defense  is  guaranteed  by  our  constitution.   Read  the  second 
amendment, it's the one after the first.

[ The above letter  was submitted to the letters page editor of the 
Albuquerque Journal.  – MWB ]

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"Conservatives are accustomed to being called fascists and are well 
prepared to defend themselves on that ground. Liberals are used to 
being called socialists. Those labels can be switched, however, and 
remain  valid  and  instructive.  It  also  catches  them  completely 
unprepared.”
– L. Neil Smith, Tactical Reflections
   www.lneilsmith.org/tactical.html

http://www.lneilsmith.org/tactical.html
mailto:bkoehler8@comcast.net
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THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To the first person to write a logical and documented essay showing 
one  of  the  following  to  be  compatible  with  the  Declaration  of 
Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Endangered Species Act of 1973

National Organ Transplant Act of 1984 
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

To claim your prize, contact 
Mike Blessing at gunssavelives@comcast.net.

The Unanimous Consent Challenge is available online at the KCUF 
Media site – www.tinyurl.com/hn982

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

Bubonicon 39

This  year's  annual  Albuquerque-area  science-fiction  /  fantasy  / 
horror convention will  feature as Guest of Honor none other than 
libertarian  science-fiction  author  and  Prometheus  Award  winner 
Vernor Vinge, author of  A Fire Upon the Deep, A Deepness in the 
Sky,  and  the  Realtime  series,  among  others.  See 
www.bubonicon.com for more information. Past LPNM Convention 
speaker  Victor  Milán  is  a  regular  at  Bubonicon,  and  has  been 
hosting the annual costume contest for the past few years.

This  year's  convention  will  take  place  on  the  weekend of  24–26 
August  2007 at  the Wyndham Airport  Hotel  in  Albuquerque.  The 
Wyndham is immediately south of  the airport  on the east  side of 
Yale Boulevard.

Congressional Fishing Trip
by John Trever of the Albuquerque Journal 

[ www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp ]

The Simon Jester Project
www.simonjester.org

What is the Simon Jester Project?

If  you  haven't  read  the  classic  SF  novel,  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh 
Mistress, by Robert A. Heinlein, the whole Simon Jester thing may 
be confusing you. Simon Jester was the "imaginary" creation of a 
group  of  Loonies  fomenting  rebellion.  He  was  a  little  devil  who 
tormented  the  Lunar  government  with  catchy  little  jokes,  ditties, 
poems,  slogans,  and  cartoons.  Later,  Simon  expanded  into  the 
poltergeist  business  by playing  practical  jokes  on gov-goons and 
bureaucrats. He always signed his work with a little cartoon image 
of a grinning devil.

"Simon" was a game everyone could play, anyone who wanted to 
bug  the  ruling  authoritarians,  that  is.  Any  pissed-off  miner  could 
scribble a bit of seditious graffiti on a wall and attribute it to "Simon" 
with  the  easily  scrawled  logo.  To  the  Authority,  it  seemed  that 
Simon Jester was everywhere, all the time.

We need Simon Jester now.

A "meme" is an idea, a thought; hopefully a seed that will germinate 
in the recipient's mind and grow into a whole garden of worthwhile 
ideas. In theory, one exposes people to short, memorable phrases 
or images which stick with them; rather like the tune you can't get 
out of your head. In this case, the "tune" is akin to Yankee Doodle 
Dandy and is meant to generate thoughts on liberty.

Planting those mental seeds is what the Simon Jester Project is all 
about. To get you started, we've provided a few basic files.

Surely this is enough to get us started.

Enough plotting; let's get out and do something!

What to Do With This Stuff 

Okay.  We've  told  you  who  Simon  Jester  is.  We've  given  you  a 
bunch of files for posters, stickers, flyers, et cetera. 

So what the devil  (pun intended <grin>) are you supposed to do 
with this stuff? 

Assuming  you  read  The  Moon  is  a  Harsh  Mistress,  you  should 
already have a pretty good idea. But here some specifics you might 
try:

• Flyers can go on bulletin boards, car windshields in parking lots, 
or simply be handed out.

• The same goes for folded pamphlets, or you might put some in 
the form slots on bank tables and the counters at the post office.

• Stickers  can  go anywhere:  Service  counters  at  DMV, the  post 
office,  post  drop  boxes,  windows  and  doors.  But  if  you're 
considering  putting  them  on  private  property,  also  consider 
whether the owner might not appreciate it.

• Business  cards  can  be  handed  out,  left  on  magazine  piles  in 
waiting rooms, set on counters, stuck under windshield wipers, or 
even flung out  high windows.  Try including one in  all  your bill 
payment envelopes.

• The Cthulhu election posters can go up anywhere you see other 
campaign signs posted. Try putting them up in your car windows, 
too.  If  you stake  out  a  polling  station  like  the  other  campaign 
aides, come election time, the Cthulhu posters go great with the 
Democracy Explained flyers to get voters' attention.

• Stickers  can  also  go  on  packages  and  envelopes.  Kinda  like 
Easter Seals, but a lot more fun.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"It matters little how we die, so long as we die better men than we 
imagined we could be -- and no worse than we feared."
– Drago Musevini CY 8451
   Andromeda episode "The Unconquerable Man"

http://www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp
http://www.bubonicon.com/
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
http://www.tinyurl.com/hn982
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_National_Organ_Transplant_Act_of_1984&action=edit
http://www.simonjester.org/


AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
Charter Bank:

I authorize Charter Bank to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) as noted below:

Customer Name (on account, please print):  _________________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name:  _________________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________________ State:  ____________ Zip:  ___________

Routing Number / ABA:  ________/________/________ Account Number:  _____________________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit)  Charter Bank,  to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO,  account number  0092040302

$______  LPNM General Fund     $______  Chair's Contingency Fund     $______  Major Player Fund     $______  Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer $_________  MONTHLY on the  _________  day of each month starting  ____/____/____

I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until Charter Bank has received notification from me regarding termination in 
such time and in such manner as to afford Charter Bank a reasonable opportunity to act on it.  I also understand this transfer is not immediate 
and could take up to two business days.

Signature:  _________________________________  Date:  ____________  Social Security Number:  ___________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee:  ______________________________________________  Date:  ____________________

Authorization processed by:  ____________________________________________________  Date:  ____________________

Alternately, if you prefer not to have our bank initiate an electronic transfer, you may have your bank initiate the transfer to Charter Bank, 
Routing Number  307072427,  to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO,  account number  0092040302.  Also, please fill 
out the info section below, allocate your contribution on the  “Funds”  line above, and mail this form to LPNM.

MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE
I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:

CARD TYPE (circle one):     VISA     /     MASTERCARD

Number:  __ __ __ __  –  __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __  Expires:  ____/____

$_______  on the  _______  day of each month beginning on  ____/____/____  to be used as follows:

$______  LPNM General Fund     $______  Chair's Contingency Fund     $______  Major Player Fund     $______  Win One Fund

I understand that this agreement remains in effect until I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in writing, to cancel or 
alter this agreement.

NAME (on card, please print):  ______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________  DATE  ____/____/____

FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.
Federal  law  requires  political  committees  to  report  the  name,  mailing  address,  occupation  and  employer  for  each  individual  whose 
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Political contributions are not tax deductible.  Your contribution may be used to 
fund federal election activity.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________________  State:  ___________  Zip:  _________

Phone  (h):  ______________________  (w):  ______________________  E-mail:  ________________________________

Employer:  _______________________________________  Occupation:  _______________________________________

This form is for monthly pledges only.  Please pay dues and one time donations separately.  Complete the AUTOMATED TRANSFER section 
or the CREDIT CARD section and the INFO section.  Mail the entire form to the address below.  Thank You !!

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Chair
Jay Vandersloot, 505-362-1733 / jayvandersloot@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Joseph Knight – 505-330-7713 / nm_libertarian@yahoo.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis – macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 2 Representative, Seat B
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

CAMPUS GROUPS
New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker – 505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting) – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

INTERNET RESOURCES
Official Website – www.lpnm.org

Mailing lists on lpnm.org – www.tinyurl.com/hogsn

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

LPNM Activists – www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5

LPNM Business List – groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz
(Caucus membership required)

Myspace.com – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list – www.tinyurl.com/e8khh

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
“At  all  times  sincere  friends  of  freedom have been  rare,  and  its 
triumphs  have  been  due  to  minorities,  that  have  prevailed  by 
associating themselves with auxiliaries whose objects often differed 
from their  own; and this  association,  which is  always dangerous, 
has  been  sometimes  disastrous,  by  giving  to  opponents  just 
grounds of opposition, and by kindling dispute over the spoils in the 
hour of success. No obstacle has been so constant, or so difficult to 
overcome, as uncertainty and confusion touching the nature of true 
liberty.  If  hostile  interests  have wrought  much  injury,  false  ideas 
have wrought still more; and its advance is recorded in the increase 
of knowledge, as much as in the improvement of laws. “
– John Dalberg-Acton, 1st Baron Acton, 
   The History of Freedom in Antiquity (February 28, 1877)
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COUNTY CHAIRS
Bernalillo – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Dona Ana – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 505-541-9079 / lpdacnm@peoplepc.com

San Juan – www.sjclp.org
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

COUNTY CONTACTS
(Unorganized Counties)

Colfax
Richard Moore – 505-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Lea
Christina Groth – 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 505-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Roosevelt 
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch – 505-466-4706 / suelib1@hotmail.com

LPNM VACANCIES
Central Committee (2)

District 2 Representative, Seat A
District 2 Representative, Seat B

County Chairs / Contacts (20)
Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry

De Baca / Eddy / Grant / Guadalupe
Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora

Luna / Quay / Rio Arriba / San Miguel
Sierra / Socorro / Taos Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)
Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)

New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're 
interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

“ . . . then I speak my mind. TV likes a nut. If I just speak my mind 
honestly, I fulfill all my nut obligations.

“(I hate to be the one to break this to y'all, but being a Libertarian, 
pro-freedom,  governs-least-governs-best,  free  market  advocate 
makes  you  as  bugnutty  in  the  TV world  as  Christopher  Walken 
tangoing  with Dennis  Hopper  while  Sinead O'Connor  plays finger 
cymbals.)”
– Penn Jillette
   pennandteller.com/sincity/penniphile/roadpennadvancement.html

http://pennandteller.com/sincity/penniphile/roadpennadvancement.html
mailto:suelib1@hotmail.com
mailto:b_lamont5@hotmail.com
mailto:acogbill@geopotential.com
mailto:lplcnm@valornet.com
mailto:myliberty@mail.com
mailto:abran_d@yahoo.com
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:nm_bob@hotmail.com
http://www.sjclp.org/
mailto:lpdacnm@peoplepc.com
http://www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
http://www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
http://www.tinyurl.com/e8khh
http://groups.myspace.com/lpnm
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-biz
http://www.tinyurl.com/z7ug5
http://groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss
http://www.tinyurl.com/hogsn
http://www.lpnm.org/
mailto:neoconssuck@att.net
mailto:luecker@nmt.edu
mailto:bkoehler8@comcast.net
mailto:mmoss@plumbersoft.com
mailto:nm_bob@hotmail.com
mailto:macurtis@webtv.net
mailto:neoconssuck@att.net
mailto:acogbill@geopotential.com
mailto:nm_libertarian@yahoo.com
mailto:lplcnm@valornet.com
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:jayvandersloot@yahoo.com
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ADMINISTRIVIA
Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter to the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter, 
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-710-5197, or just 
send it to email address gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When  sending your submission as an MS Word  (or Open Office 
Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins 
should be half-inch (0.5”) around, with no headers or footers. If you 
send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want anything 
in  bold type,  underlined,  in italics,  struck-through,  different colors, 
etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out. And  NO Wordperfect 
files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest  quality 
graphics you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll 
do what I can to get them in the next issue. In particular, what I want 
are pictures of YOU the LPNM members, either at LPNM-sponsored 
events or at other peoples' events.

Submission deadline for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the 
month.

Articles
As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full 
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on in 
the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading the 
message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity and 
evil of the UN might get put in, depending on available space and 
the  quality  of  the  article.  A  group  of  LPNM  members  counter-
protesting the raising of a UN flag by the city council WILL get put 
in, and probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint
The basis  for  libertarian thought  is the Zero Aggression Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right – under  any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders 
or appointed spokespersons at all levels of government or the Party 
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or 
more  expensive  spending  programs,  or  new or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Copyright
Copyright  © 2007  Libertarian  Party  of  New  Mexico.  All  rights 
reserved.

Permission  is  explicitly  granted  for  subscribers  to  recopy  New 
Mexico Liberty for non-commercial purposes, specifically as use as 
an outreach tool, provided that  New Mexico Liberty is copied in its 
entirety. Use your imagination here.

According to the FTC, in the last five years 27.3 
million people have been victims of identity theft.  The 
number in 2002 alone was 9.9 million.  What if it 
happens to you?  The Identity Theft Shield can help 
lessen your exposure.  To learn how, contact Jay 
Vandersloot, Independent Associate, at 505-362-1733

Subscriptions and Correspondence
www.lpnm.org/newsletter

www.myspace.com/nmliberty
groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To subscribe, send a blank email to 
nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to:
nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally,  New  Mexico  Liberty will  be  posted  to  the  web,  in  PDF 
format, both to the Archives section of the page on lpnm.org, and to 
the Files section of the Yahoo group I’ve set up for it:

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use keep 
us in the loop so we can keep your New Mexico Liberty coming to 
you – contact Ron Bjornstad [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net ] if you're a 
print version subscriber. Otherwise, contact the editor. 

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots
Full page Ø60.00
Half page Ø30.00
Quarter page Ø15.00
Business card Ø  8.00

Rates  are  subject  to  change  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor.  The 
editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such  changes  only  when 
absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet,  contact  the  editor  at  email  address  nmliberty-
owner@yahoogroups.com.  For  an  insert  into  the  print  edition, 
contact Ron Bjornstad at email address rbjornstad@earthlink.net or 
phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym  “FRN”  will  be  used  by  the  editor.  See 
www.javelinpress.com for more information. Also see the Wikipedia 
page  for  “Federal  Reserve  Note”  – 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

Submissions Policy
The editor  reserves the right  to refuse service to anyone for  any 
reason.  The editor  will  most  often  be willing to explain  any such 
reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal to post an advertisement, 
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's 
State Chair,  Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE

www.lpnm.org

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

If the date on your mailing label reads before 10/01/07, it's time 
to renew your LPNM membership.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
"If  a government were put in charge of the Sahara Desert,  within 
five years they'd have a shortage of sand."
– Dr. Milton Friedman

http://www.lpnm.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note
http://www.javelinpress.com/
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty
mailto:nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join
http://www.myspace.com/nmliberty
http://www.lpnm.org/newsletter
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net


Libertarian Party of New Mexico Enrollment / Renewal Coupon
Please print in all areas

Name                                                                         Address                                                                                 

City                                                                              State  Zip                   Phone                                                

Email                                                   Employer                                            Occupation                                        

[  ] I am registered to vote as a Libertarian and wish to [   ] join [   ] renew as a caucus member. Enclosed 
is $25 annual dues payable to  “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.) I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty”  and will have delegate status at state conventions. I understand that the 
LP News is NOT at this time included in my membership.

[  ] I am not registered as Libertarian in the State of New Mexico or I do not wish to sign the statement 
opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals at this time. Enclosed is $25.00 annual-
dues payable to  “Libertarian Party.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)  I will get the state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” and will have no other benefits. I understand that the LP News is NOT at 
this time included in my membership.

I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. 

Signed                                                                                   

[   ] Enclosed is my donation of $              for use as indicated:

[   ] LPNM General Fund [   ] Chair’s Contingency Fund [   ] Major Player Fund [   ] Win One Fund

Please make donation check payable to “LPNM.” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks.)

Government mandated notices: 

• The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

• The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all 
fundraising appeals. 

• The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual 
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party 
working to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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