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“Know,  otherhandwise,  that  the easiest, 
most humiliating path to defeat is thinking 
that to beat the enemy you must be  like 
him.  Avoid  the  temptation  to  set  your 
values aside 'for the duration.' What's the 
point of fighting if you give up what you're 
fighting for? If remaining consistent with 
your values leads to  defeat, you chose 
the wrong values to begin with.”
– L. Neil Smith, Tactical Reflections
   www.lneilsmith.com/tactical.html

Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

New Mexico Liberty v.2.1

Welcome to New Mexico Liberty, version 2.1.

The reason for the upgrade rests with some sort of hidden error code that was embedded on page 
four of last month's issue. I completed the issue and emailed the PDF version to Bill Koehler for 
printing and mailing. I was rather shocked when he called and emailed that he was unable to print 
page four. An email from Jerold Nachison is Las Cruces confirmed to me that the problem was on 
my end – what would the chances of two printers 200–plus miles apart having the same problem 
with the same document?

After several tries of reworking page four, I still couldn't get it to print, so I decided to start over from 
scratch with a brand–new template file.

Getting Started, Part 2

Some may remember my previous column titled “Getting Started” (New Mexico Liberty, December 
2005), concerning how to get started as a libertarian activist. Here I'll post some additional advice.

I'm betting that many of you reading this are worried that you're not a good speaker or writer. I, too, 
used to have that fear. The best advice I can give to get over that fear, and improve your speaking 
or writing skills, is that the more you practice at it, the better you'll get. Koehler and I have been 
doing our shows on Channel 27 for almost ten years now.

As for writing, simply get yourself a no-charge (“free”) blog site such as are available on Myspace, 
Blogspot,  Blogger,  Xanga,  Yahoo,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  start  writing.  Don't  know what  to  write 
about? Well, what do you care about? If you care about anything enough to articulate an opinion 
about it, with a little practice, you'll be able to put that opinion into a readable format for others to 
see. An example of this – every time I read a book (about one a week), see a movie, something on 
TV strikes me as noteworthy, I write a review and post it to my personal Myspace and Xanga sites 
– see  www.myspace.com/mikewb1971 and www.xanga.com/mikewb1971 for examples.

Food Stamps Realities
by Eric Pino [ epelsewhere@hotmail.com ]

Tuesday, 25 September 2007

Fellow Libertarians,

The food stamp program as we know it, the one LBJ started in his "War on Poverty" dreck, has 
many major flaws. I'll point out three:

1. Food stamps can cross state lines. Honestly, if a person can afford to cross state lines, why 
would they need this kind of help in the first place?

2. "Junk" food purchases are allowed. It's true, as someone who used to manage a convenience 
store, I saw many food stamp recipients frequently squander their food stamp allotments on ice 
cream,  sodas,  candy  bars,  etc.  That's  right,  your  tax  dollars  supporting  somebody  elses' 
"sweet tooth".

3. No time limits. Unlike welfare, food stamp recipients can collect however long they feel like.

We all  know any private charity group would run a food giveaway program far better than any 
government entity at any level.

If  we are a more enlightened society, as far as eating healthy,  shouldn't  the public assistance 
policies reflect such? We know they don't.

I point this out because ending the "War on Poverty" is one of the cornerstone reasons why I'm a 
Libertarian.
                                                                               Eric Pino

Exploratory Committee for State House District 11
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Field Reports
From County Contacts

Bernalillo – The BCLP is hosting two meetings per month. For more 
information, see the BCLP website –-  http://www.lpnm.org/bernalillo. 
New  Mexico's  Consumer  Advocate will  run  from  October,  2007 
through December, 2007 on Albuquerque Comcast Channel 27.  The 
Weekly  Sedition  will  resume  in  January,  2008.  Both  shows  are 
viewable in webcast format. For the viewing links, see the Channel 27 
site [ www.quote-unquote.org ].

Jay Vandersloot continues to be active in staffing at table a blade and 
gun shows at  the State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque and could use 
some help at the shows – any assistance would be welcome, even if it 
is only for a couple of hours. Anyone interested in helping at the table 
at the gun show, providing literature to hand out, loaning us an LP 
banner,  or  a  projection  screen  should  contact  Jay  at  either 
yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com or call 505-362-1733. 

Paul Gessing and the staff of the Rio Grande Foundation have been 
getting  columns  and  letters  to  the  editor  printed  in  the  local 
newspapers, including the Albuquerque Journal. on a regular basis. 
Some of those have been printed here in New Mexico Liberty. Others 
are available at the RGF's website – www.riograndefoundation.org.

Dona Ana – The LPDAC Central Committee has been having monthly 
meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces Farmer's 
Market. See the LPDAC website for details – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana.

San Juan – The San Juan County LP is sponsoring a new fundraising 
drive for the LPNM in addition to the annual rifle raffle that they run. 
This new effort will  raffle off  a new, limited-edition Harley Davidson 
motorcycle  for  Ø100  per  ticket,  with  a  maximum  of  399  tickets 
available. More information on the motorcycle raffle is available here – 
www.tinyurl.com/2fu72e. See the events page on the SJCLP site for 
more  information  on  the  San  Juan  county  LP's  activities  – 
www.sjclp.org/events.htm.

Sandoval –  The LPSC is having its monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.

Santa Fe –  Former Vice-Chair and Grant County Chair Frank Martin 
has started a social group in the Santa Fe area that focuses on small-l 
libertarianism.  For  more  information,  contact  Frank  Martin  – 
frank@fundimensions.com or phone 505-989-3670 / 505-310-5971.

Ed Nagel is working on organizing an LPNM county affiliate for Santa 
Fe County. Contact him at  ed123nagel@aol.com or call him at 505-
471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

Osama wants YOU!
Source unknown

From The Libertarian Enterprise [ www.ncc-1776.org ]

Calendar
Special Events

Central Committee Meeting – 9 December 2007

Fiesta's Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Lunch at 
12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00 PM.  County  contacts encouraged to 
attend! Contact either Jay Vandersloot or Mike Blessing for details.

LPNM 2008 State Convention

The  2008  LPNM  State  Convention  is  slated  to  be  in  the  greater 
Albuquerque  area  on  the  weekend  of  11-13  April  2008.  Planned 
Banquet Speaker is libertarian science-fiction writer and columnist L. 
Neil  Smith.  We are  currently  soliciting suggestions  for  venues and 
other  speakers.  We  hope  to  have  another  presidential  candidates' 
debate, and maybe a debate between the vice-presidential candidates 
The LPNM Central Committee has named Secretary Mike Blessing as 
the Convention Coordinator.

LP 2008 National Convention

The LP's 2008 National Convention will take place at the Adam's Mark 
Hotel  in  Denver  on  Memorial  Day  weekend  (23-26  May  2008). 
Speakers, business sessions and the presidential nomination are on 
the agenda. Contact Jay Vandersloot if  you're interested in being a 
delegate from the LPNM.

See  www.lpconvention.org and  www.denverlpcon.com for details as 
they develop.

Regular Events

Thursday,  4  October  and  20  October  –  Bernalillo  County  Liberty 
Forum meets in Albuquerque, 6:00 to 7:00 PM at Fiesta's Restaurant 
&  Lounge (Carlisle  &  Montogomery NE).  Contact  Mike  Blessing   [ 
gunssavelives@comcast.net / 505-918-6567 ], for details.

Wednesday,  10  October  –  The Dona Ana County  Libertarians  will 
meet. Those interested are invited to attend and to contact  Siebert 
Ickler  [  lpdac@peoplepc.com /  505-541-9079  ]  for  information  on 
location and time.

Saturday, 12 October – San Juan County LP meets at 6PM – contact 
Gary Wood [ zang5775@msn.com ] for details. The San Juan County 
LP's Central Committee will meet at 5PM.

Tuesday, 23 October – The Sandoval County Libertarian Party meets 
at 6PM. Contact Ron Bjornstad for details [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net / 
505-288-4228 ].

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

New Mexico's Consumer Advocate – Wednesdays at 8PM
www.myspace.com/kcufmedia

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
www.myspace.com/nmhemptv

The One Party State – Wednesdays at 11PM
Contact Lance Klafeta [ lklafeta@yahoo.com ] for details

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
Contact Brian Bakri [ hippiegypsy@webtv.net ] for details

"Certainly  it  is  a  great  unhappiness  to  be  poor,  but  it  is  an  even 
greater unhappiness to be surrounded by people as poor as oneself. 
Lacking wealth oneself, one must wish wealth for others: an indigent 
has infinitely greater possibilities for earning his living and becoming 
well-off if he lives among a rich population, than if he is surrounded by 
poor people lilke himself. And note here that the hope of the poor is 
not founded upon the charity of the rich, but upon the interest of the 
rich. It is in his own interest that the rich man supplies the poor man 
with  land to  cultivate,  tools,  fertilizer,  and seeds, and with  food on 
which to live until the harvest."
– Jean-Baptiste Say
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Voice of the Chair
Jay Vandersloot
yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com

"Energy and persistence conquer all things"
– Benjamin Franklin, Inventor

Imagine, Life without State Income Tax!

Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  you  didn’t  have  to  pay  State  Income Tax; 
fabulous  not  to  have  to  fill  out  those  tax  forms? Just  think  of  the 
exhilarating feeling of being able to decide how YOU want to spend 
YOUR earnings, rather than having the government take it from you 
(under  duress  due  to  the  tax  laws)  and  decide  FOR YOU how it 
should be spent.

Yeah, it would be great, but it’s never going to happen, is it? It can’t 
happen; we’d never be able to convince the state legislature and the 
governor to pass such a change. Or, could we get such a measure 
passed.

Well, maybe, just maybe it can happen. As you read in last month’s 
New Mexico Liberty, on July 31, 2007, they legally filed their Ballot 
Initiative to END the Massachusetts Income Tax. Fat chance you say; 
they’ll never get the votes to bring about the end to the Massachusetts 
income tax. Well, you just might be wrong.

In  the  2002 elections,  their  proposal  to  abolish the  Massachusetts 
income tax received a surprising amount of support.  That time, the 
proposal received just over 45 percent of the vote. Think of it. Just 5 
percent more would have eliminated their income tax.

And now they’re again working on bring this  effort  to a  successful 
conclusion this time. And if  they can do it,  they will  be setting the 
example for other states to follow; eliminating the state income tax. 
So,  why am I  writing about  something that’s  happening in  another 
state, clear across on the other side of the country? If they can do it, it 
could start the “snowball” rolling for doing the same in one state after 
another.

But,  they need help in making this happen. Go back and read the 
article  on page six of  last  month’s  newsletter.  Read what  they are 
doing to bring this about. They need everyone’s help; they need our 
help. While we may not be there to help by volunteering our time to 
work there, we can help with things that can be done remotely, with 
tasks that can be done from your phone or computer. You can contact 
them by email at Volunteer@SmallGovernment.org.

Don’t have time to work the phone or computer? You can still  help. 
You also be part of this move to eliminate state income tax by making 
a donation to help pay for the expenses involved. To make a donation 
by  credit  card,  just  go  to 
https://secure.bluehost.com/%7Esavyonco/ms/sga/sga2.php.

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
LP Platform Undergoes Major Change

As I written many times, there were major changes to the LP National 
Platform passed at the LP Convention last year.  Mainly, it eliminated 
the majority of the planks.  I envision a flurry of efforts between now 
and the next LP Convention in May 2008, during the Memorial Day 
weekend, to reinstitute as many of the planks as possible.

The 2008 LP National Convention will be in Denver, Colorado – 
that’s within driving distance, making it more likely for you to be 
able to attend.  I would like to ask each of you to at least consider 
attending as a delegate to represent our State.  If there is even 
the slightest possibility you might be able to attend, please let 
me or you CenCom representative know about it.

Let’s take a look at yet another of the remaining planks from our 
LP National Platform.

III. – Domestic Ills

Current  problems  in  such  areas  as  energy,  pollution,  health  care 
delivery, decaying cities, and poverty are not solved, but are primarily 
caused, by government.  The welfare state, supposedly designed to 
aid  the  poor,  is  in  reality  a  growing  and  parasitic  burden  on  all 
productive  people,  and  injures,  rather  than  benefits,  the  poor 
themselves.

III. 1. – Crime and Victimless Crime

The Issue – Violent crime and fraud threaten the lives, happiness and 
belongings of  Americans.  Government's  ability  to  protect  the rights 
and  property  of  individuals  from  crimes  of  violence  and  fraud  is 
compromised because resources are focused on vice rather than on 
real crimes. Laws that codify "victimless crimes" turn those who simply 
conduct voluntary transactions and exercise free choice into criminals. 
This  results  in  the  United  States  having  one  of  the  highest 
percentages of the population in prison of any country in the world; yet 
real crime remains prevalent in many parts of the country.

Principle – Government exists to protect the rights of every individual 
including life, liberty and property. Criminal laws should be limited to 
violation of the rights of others through force or fraud, or deliberate 
actions  that  place  others  involuntarily  at  significant  risk  of  harm. 
Individuals  retain  the  right  to  voluntarily  assume  risk  of  harm  to 
themselves in the exercise of free choice.

Solution – The appropriate way for the federal government to address 
crime is through consistent and impartial  enforcement of laws that 
protect individual rights. The law enforcement resources of the federal 
government  can  be  used  most  efficiently  if  limited  to  appropriate 
federal concerns. Limiting law enforcement to true crime will restore 
respect for the  law and those who enforce it. 

Transitional  Action –  Immediately  reform  the  justice  system's 
mandatory sentencing policies to ensure that violent  offenders are not 
released  from jail  to  make  room for  non-violent  offenders.  Repeal 
criminal  laws  which work  against  the  protection  of  the  rights  and 
freedom of American citizens, residents or visitors, particularly laws 
which create a crime  where no victim exists.
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"You  can  make  more  friends  in  two  months  by  becoming 
interested in other people than you can in two years by trying 
to get other people interested in you."
– Dale Carnegie, author, educator

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"Think you can, think you can't; either way, you'll be right.”
– Henry Ford, Industrialist
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Libertarian Party of New Mexico
2008 Road–to–Freedom Motorcycle Raffle

2008 Harley-Davidson Softail Rocker
• 96 cubic inches! • 6-speed! • Lowest solo saddle on a production motorcycle! 

• Fat 240mm rear tire! • 5-spoke wheels! • Stretched 5-gallon tank!

ONLY 399 CHANCES OFFERED
The  Libertarian  Party  of  New  Mexico  encourages  motorcyclists  to  consider  the  use  of  helmets  and  other  safety 
equipment. However, we believe those who ride should decide and we oppose mandatory helmet laws for motorcyclists.
Odds depend on the actual number of chances sold, but no more than 399 chances will be available. Drawing will be at 
approximately 8:00 PM, on Bill of Rights Day, Monday December 15, 2008 at the Farmington Civic Center, in Farmington, 
New Mexico. The Libertarian Party of New Mexico (LPNM) reserves the right to draw prior to this date in the event all 
chances are sold early. In the event of an early drawing, notice will be posted at www.lpnm.org at least two weeks prior 
to the drawing. LPNM will make every effort to notify the winner using the contact information provided. In the event the 
winner cannot be contacted within 30 days of the drawing, the prize will be awarded to a backup winner. Winner is 
responsible for tax, title and license fees.
For  Raffle  Tickets,  send  $100  per  ticket  and  your  contact  information,  including  name,  mailing  addresses,  phone 
numbers and e-mail address to

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 Ivory Road SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

The official raffle page – www.sjclp.org/Rocker_raffle.htm
For more details about the motorcycle, see www.tinyurl.com/2fu72e
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Importantly, the Chamber of Commerce study accounts for the cost 
shifting  of  Medicare  and  Medicaid,  while  the  New  America  and 
Families  USA  studies  do  not.  Using  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
estimates, Richardson’s plan would roughly save only 2 percent on 
private  insurance  premiums.  And  that  still  doesn’t  account  for  the 
effects of expanding Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP.

Richardson’s  universal  health-coverage plan is a  mess, which puts 
him in good company with Democrats on the presidential campaign 
trail. In fact, if there is one thing all the Democratic contenders can 
agree on, a massive, taxpayer-funded takeover of the nation’s health-
care system is it. But we’d come to expect more from a man the Cato 
Institute called “Bar none, the best Democratic governor in the nation 
and among the best new governors (as of 2004) of either party.”

David  Hogberg  is  an  adjunct  scholar  with,  and  Paul  Gessing  is  
president  of,  the  Rio  Grande  Foundation  --  
www.riograndefoundation.org.

Help Wanted in the LPNM
The LPNM is  ALWAYS short of volunteers, and always will  be, as 
things stand at present. How can you help out?

At the state level, we have two open spots on the Central Committee, 
both of them for the southern part of the state (District 2), three college 
spots open, and twenty county contact spots that are open. Contact 
the state chair if  you're interested in filling a slot. If  you don't, 
who will? (See page 10 for a listing of the open slots.)

Another way you can help out is sign up to be a candidate for the 
State Legislature. The signature requirements aren't too bad (you can 
get the required number in Albuquerque just by walking around your 
neighborhood), and it's the least expensive of all the races out there. 
Plus,  a  good  bit  of  the  New  Mexico's  “citizen  legislators”  go 
unopposed. Maybe you can make them work a bit for their re-election 
this time around . . . ?

If you don't see your county listed here, check page 10 to see if you 
have a county contact listed there. If you do, get in touch and offer to 
help out.  If  there's no one listed there for your county, contact  Jay 
Vandersloot and offer to fill the role.

Bernalillo County
• The  Bernalillo  County  LP  is  currently  seeking  one  or  more 

persons to represent the BCLP in front of the Albuquerque City 
Council and Bernalillo County Commission in the public-comment 
sections of those bodies' meeting agendas.

• Jay Vandersloot would welcome any assistance in staffing a table 
at  the  gun  shows  at  the  Manuel  Lujan  Building  at  the  State 
Fairgrounds,  even  if  it  is  only  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Anyone 
interested  in  helping  at  the  table  at  the  gun  show,  providing 
literature to hand out, loaning us an LP banner, or a projection 
screen  should  contact  Jay  at  either  yprocrastinate-
emailme@yahoo.com or call 505-362-1733. 

Dona Ana County – See the LPDAC website for upcoming events – 
www.lpnm.org/dona-ana – or contact Siebert Ickler to offer a hand.

San  Juan  –  See  the  events  page  on  the  SJCLP  site  for  more 
information  on  the  San  Juan  county  LP's  activities  – 
www.sjclp.org/events.htm.

Santa  Fe  –  Ed  Nagel  is  working  on  organizing  an  LPNM county 
affiliate for Santa Fe County. Contact him at ed123nagel@aol.com or 
call him at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

"Only an idiot fights a war on two fronts. Only the heir to the throne of 
the kingdom of idiots would fight a war on twelve fronts."
– Ambassador Londo Mollari of the Centauri,
   "Ceremonies of Light and Dark" (Babylon 5)
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Bill Richardson’s Health Care Boondoggle
Market Democrat? Think again.

By Paul J. Gessing & David Hogberg
www.tinyurl.com/2lhhzm

Bill Richardson has often claimed to be a “market Democrat.” Indeed, 
he has cut both income taxes and capital-gains taxes as governor of 
New Mexico, much to the delight of folks at the Cato Institute and the 
Wall  Street  Journal.  Unfortunately,  Richardson has not avoided the 
siren  song  of  “universal”  health  care  that  has  charmed  all  the 
Democratic challengers for president.

Richardson assures voters that his plan for universal coverage “does 
not believe in creating new bureaucracies.” That is basically true; he 
would  simply  expand  existing  ones.  The  Richardson  plan  would 
extend Medicare to include those in the 55 to 64 age group. It would 
further  expand  Medicaid  and  SCHIP  to  include  even  more  lower-
income  families.  It  would  mandate  that  existing  family  coverage 
include young adults up to age 25. And it  would create something 
called a “Heroes Health Card” for veterans.

The bill for taxpayers, meanwhile, is an estimated $110 billion. Thus, 
Richardson has managed to lay out a plan with costs similar to the 
plans of Barack Obama and John Edwards that relies on many of the 
same inefficient  and  frustrating  bureaucracies  (Medicaid,  Medicare, 
SCHIP,  and  the  Veterans administration)  that  doctors  and patients 
know and hate.

While Richardson’s plan may not create any “new” bureaucracies, it is 
anything but “market-based.” Adding beneficiaries to broken programs 
will  do  nothing  for  the  long-term  prospects  of  those  programs  – 
especially Medicare, which is under-funded by as much as $28 trillion. 
Indeed, the Titanic that is Medicare is already sinking; Richardson’s 
plan would only submerge it faster.

Richardson appears blind to all this, and he also seems not to realize 
that certain parts of his plan are at odds with other parts.

Richardson claims that by covering all Americans, his plan will “save 
the average family up to 10 percent off their private coverage.” Yet by 
expanding Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP, Richardson will add to the 
phenomenon  known  as  “cost  shifting.”  Cost  shifting  occurs  when 
hospitals and doctors charge more to private insurance companies to 
compensate for the low reimbursement rates of Medicare, Medicaid, 
and  SCHIP.  That  makes  private  insurance  more  expensive.  An 
expansion  of  those  government  programs  will  only  worsen  cost 
shifting,  making  Richardson’s  goal  of  reducing  private  health 
insurance bills by 10 percent unachievable.

Even if  the Richardson plan didn’t expand Medicare, Medicaid, and 
SCHIP,  the  10  percent  claim would  remain  dubious.  This  claim is 
based on getting the uninsured covered,  and thereby reducing the 
amount of uncompensated care they receive:

Moreover, though uninsured people often delay or skip the care they 
need, the care they do get – which is often in more expensive settings 
– amounts to nearly $100 billion annually, and much of the cost is 
covered by health care providers, taxpayers, and insured individuals 
via higher premiums. In fact, if we don’t act to cover all Americans, the 
average family will  be paying an extra  $1,502 for  their  own health 
insurance by 2010 in order to pay for the cost of the uninsured.

That $1,502 figure, which comes from a Families USA study, is an 
overstatement,  and  Richardson  isn’t  alone  in  making  it.  When 
California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger unveiled his health care 
plan  last  year,  he  made  a  similar  claim  about  the  burdens  of 
uncompensated care on private insurers. Based on a study from the 
New  American  Foundation,  Schwarzenegger  maintained  that 
uncompensated  care  in  California  raised  premiums  for  private 
insurance by an average of $1,186 annually. Yet a later study by the 
California  Chamber  of  Commerce  put  the  amount  much  closer  to 
$166.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity
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Repeal the 20th Century!
by Mike Blessing [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

In last month's issue of New Mexico Liberty, I ran a piece submitted by 
Jay  Vandersloot  from  the  Center  for  Small  Government  in 
Massachusetts about their efforts sponsoring a ballot initiative to get 
rid of the state income tax there.

In response to this effort by Carla Howell and Michael Cloud, Michael 
Widmer,  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Taxpayers  Foundation,  a 
business-backed  budget  watchdog  group,  said  the  proposal  is 
"absolutely  unreasonable"  and  would  dry  up  state  funding  for 
education and healthcare.

Awww . . . ain't that just too bad ?

Here's the part that inspired this article –  "The voters would rue the 
day.  .  .  .  Essentially,  she's  trying  to  repeal  the  20th  century," 
Widmer said. Income taxes account for $10 or $11 billion of the state's 
budget of about $27 billion, he said.

I take note of the fact that the Massachusetts “Taxpayers Foundation” 
is apparently speaking out against a tax cut. There's plenty of groups 
in the public arena that openly support raising taxes – what's it say 
when a group you would think of as being in support of a cut speaks 
out against one?

It  tells me that  maybe Massachusetts is not a nice place to be for 
libertarians.

But back to my main point –

Widmer says that Carla Howell would “repeal the 20th century.” He 
says  it  in  such  a  way  that  leads  you  to  believe  that  success  on 
Howell's part would be a bad thing. I can only come to the opposite 
conclusion – that “repealing the 20th century” would be a good turn of 
events.

When I say that, I'm thinking of the explosive growth of government at 
all levels – local, state and federal – that's been going on since the 
year 1900 AD (or CE, if you prefer). Granted, the years prior to the 
20th  in  America  and  Europe  were  no  free-market  paradise,  even 
though socialists of all stripes decry them as such. But still, compared 
to the mess we have since 1900 . . .

When I refer to “the mess before 1900,” take a look at the Unanimous 
Consent Challenge that I run in New Mexico Liberty on a regular basis 
as  filler.  Each  of  the  acts  of  the  U.S.  Congress  listed  there  was 
conceived and signed into law after 1900, with the exception of the 
last  two, and the 20th century Congresses help set the stage for them 
– here's the list, which merely lists some of the most egregious laws – 
there are many, many more anti-Constitutional, anti-liberty acts that 
have been passed between 1900 and 2000 –

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Endangered Species Act of 1973

National Organ Transplant Act of 1984 
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

Looking  at  just  that  list,  how  can  I  be  anything  but  supportive  of 
“repealing the 20 t h century”? Let's get real here – none of these acts 
will solve the problem(s) they were enacted to fix. If anything, they will 
make the problems worse, “requiring” more State action to “fix” them 
(AGAIN!), when the best that government can do is get out of the way 
and go away.

Two-Party Survey
by Chuck Asayo of the Colorado Springs Gazette

26 September 2007
[ www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/asay.asp ]

Can DHS Force Real ID?
By Allan Holmes – Monday, 27 August 2007, 1:47 PM

www.tinyurl.com/2hj2px

Much was made of Homeland Security Department Secretary Michael 
Chertoff's comment last week that residents of states that fail to follow 
the Real ID Act's requirement to issue more secure driver's licenses 
will be required to show a passport to gain entry into state parks, to 
board airplanes, or to enter any federal building. According to a CNN 
article:

"This is not a mandate," Chertoff said. "A state doesn't have 
to do this, but if the state doesn't have – at the end of the 
day, at the end of the deadline – Real ID-compliant licenses 
then  the  state  cannot  expect  that  those  licenses  will  be 
accepted for federal purposes."

Just  how  serious  DHS is  about  requiring  these  residents  to  show 
passports, or how much power the department has to make it happen, 
is highly questionable, points out security expert Bruce Schneier. In 
his blog last week, Schneier wrote that Chertoff's threat is "a lot of 
bluster." Schneier explained, "The federal government just can't say 
that citizens of – for example – Georgia (which passed a bill in May 
authorizing the Governor to delay implementation of REAL ID) can't 
walk into a federal courthouse without a passport. Or can't board an 
airplane without a passport – imagine the lobbying by Delta Airlines 
here. They just can't."

Seventeen states have passed legislation opposing the law and other 
states are considering similar bills. Washington, Vermont and Arizona 
have already found some common ground.

Letter to the Editor – Aaron Russo
Thanks for sharing your message about Aaron Russo.

I posted your message here – www.tinyurl.com/2qoud2

Peace and God Bless,

Fred Smart [ www.myspace.com/smartbandwidth  ] 
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Toward an International Bill of Rights Union
by L. Neil Smith [ lneil@lneilsmith.org ]

www.ncc-1776.org/tle2007/tle433-20070902-02.html

Special to The Libertarian Enterprise [ www.ncc-1776.org ]

First published by Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership – 
http://www.jpfo.org/smith-intlbor.htm

The internet is an interesting thing. You can be communicating with 
somebody across town today, somebody in another state tonight, and 
somebody  on  the  other  side of  the  world  tomorrow,  all  with  equal 
ease. In fact  if  their  e-mail  address doesn't  show it,  and you don't 
know  how  to  read  that  routing  gobbledygook  at  the  top  of  the 
message, you can be doing one of those three things and not know 
which one it is.

I guess that fits somebody's definition of a Global Village.

The Village appears to be Global in more ways than just that. People 
from  various  places  around  the  world  (the  latest  one  was  an 
Australian) have pointed out to me that what's going on politically in 
the United States – the seemingly inexorable Nazification of a once-
free civilization – is going on practically everywhere else, as well.

Sadly,  it's  true.  Almost  every  day  the  news  is  filled  with  clear 
indications that – to any extent that they weren't always that way – 
governments everywhere around the world have suddenly gotten too 
big  for  their  breeches.  Every  day  you  read  about  the  choke-chain 
being tightened a little  more around everybody's throat.  Fingerprint 
records failed to violate the fundamental human right to privacy and 
anonymity  sufficiently,  so now they're  planning to start  taking DNA 
samples at birth.

More and more spy cameras are going up everywhere every time you 
turn around (Not-So-Great-Britain holds first place for that variety of 
lunacy just now) and facial recognition software gets better and better. 
Which is to say, from a freedom-friendly viewpoint, worse and worse.

For a long time now we've all had to obtain – and often pay dearly for 
– all sorts of permission from the government to do all the ordinary 
things that living, and improving our lives, requires, from owning and 
driving  a  car,  to  building  and  maintaining  a  house,  to  keeping 
housepets.  In  Singapore,  it's  illegal  to  be  caught  chewing  gum.  A 
driver's license, once a simple certificate of proficiency, now threatens 
to become – as our credit cards and telephone records and Internet 
activity  have  –  a  vile  leash,  an  observer  of  everywhere  we  go, 
everything we do, approved or not, and a potential witness against us.

Meanwhile,  politicians and bureaucrats positively ache to tattoo our 
kids  as  if  they  were  already  the  concentration  camp  inmates  the 
government plans for them to be someday. Or they want to inject radio 
transponders under their skin – and how long will it be before such a 
device can deliver a healthy shock if you won't do whatever's required 
of you? Much that we buy today has been similarly lowjacked; virtually 
all of our personal electronics have been redesigned to government 
specifications to betray us whenever the government wishes to track 
us down.

Everybody  I  discuss  this  situation  with  dislikes  it  intensely  (I  don't 
know that many "useful idiots") but nobody appears to know what to 
do about it. I do know that the only hope we have is the Internet, but 
so do the badguys. New York's Commissioner of Police has reported 
that the Internet is "the new Afghanistan" where Muslims are perfectly 
free to radicalize American youth and turn them into terrorists. The 
problem, he says, is that you can't actually do anything about such 
communication because, until a certain point, nobody has committed a 
crime.

Apparently  he wants  to  arrest  people  before they commit  a  crime. 
Wouldn't it be infinitely better to teach – and behave consistently with 
– a set of values that our kids couldn't be talked out of by anybody?

I'm just old enough so that I've heard every bit of this garbage before – 
only the last time, it was the Communists who were going to kill us 
and cook us and eat us. Of course the real threat to America is the 
Commissioner, himself – and all of the other vicious parasites like him 
who  depend  on  human  cowardice  and  stupidity  to  write 
theirpaychecks – not his imaginary youth-radicalizing digital Muslims. 
Listening to this man – giving him any credence or credibility at all – is 
how the light of civilization starts to go out, all over the world.

I  have  been  thinking  about  politics  –  specifically,  the  politics  of 
individual liberty – for almost half a century and after all that thinking, I 
am convinced of one thing. None of this would be happening if the 
Founding Fathers hadn't made one simple, fundamental, possibly fatal 
mistake: not writing a stringent penalty clause into the Bill of Rights.

Forget "stringent" – how about "draconian"?

If,  for  example,  the  first  time  Abraham  Lincoln  had  attempted  to 
suspend the  right  of  habeas  corpus,  or  initiated  an  income tax  or 
military  conscription,  officers  from the  Department  of  Bill  of  Rights 
Enforcement had frog-marched him out of his office in belly-chains, 
manacles,  and  leg-irons,  our  subsequent  history  would  have  been 
very different.

You  can  make  up  similar  scenarios  about  politicians  like  Teddy 
Roosevelt, who hated the Constitution because it got in the way of his 
Progressive ambitions, or Woodrow Wilson, another Progressive, who 
used World War I as an excuse to rape the Bill of Rights, or Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,  who  did  much  the  same  and  more,  including 
outlawing  the  possession  of  gold,  or  Harry  Truman,  who  killed  a 
quarter of a million individuals with a single signature and used the 
army to break strikes, or Richard Nixon, who believed that firearms in 
private hands are "an abomination", or Lyndon Baines Johnson, who 
persecuted his critics untill they killed themselves, and had people's 
mail opened by the post Office, or Jimmy Carter, either of the George 
Bushes,  Bill  Clinton,  or  any  of  the  other  "great  men"  in  our 
bloodsoaked history who've based their "legacies" on using the Bill of 
Rights for toilet paper.

If violating any of the first ten amendments to the Constitution – even 
a little – meant they'd automatically be humiliated and thrown into jail, 
they'd probably never have run for office in the first place, and history 
would not have been the same at all.

Happily, I do know how to get from here to there in reasonably short 
order, and that's by organizing an International Bill Of Rights Union.

There is plenty for such an organization to do. To begin with, without 
without anybody's help, you could go the the website of Jews for the 
Preservation of  Firearms Ownership. At  www.jpfo.org/bor.htm, you'll 
find the Bill of Rights translated into sixteen languages so far. If you 
have an Aunt  Bogdana, she might  enjoy reading the Bill  of  Rights 
translated  into  her  native  Romanian.  Otherhandwise,  if  she's  your 
Grandma Beliita, she might like to translate it for JPFO into Chechen.

You'll  also find an almost unknown Preamble to  the Bill  of  Rights, 
explaining that they were written and ratified because: ". . . a number 
of the States,  having at the time of  their  adopting the Constitution, 
expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its 
powers . . ." How strange: I never saw that in public school, did you?

Members  of  an  International  Bill  of  Rights  Union  could  seek  the 
adoption and reaffirmation, of the Bill of Rights at the state, county, 
and municipal levels – or at  the equivalent levels in other member 
countries.  The last  time I  counted, there were something like 3088 
counties  in  this  country,  so the undertaking  could go on for  many 
decades, during which everybody will come to a new appreciation of 
the document.

Activists within an International  Bill  Of  Rights Union might even try 
persuading  corporations  –  or  any  private  organization  (fraternal 
groups, for example, whose members routinely start their meetings by 
reciting the Pledge of  Allegiance)  –  to  adopt  and affirm the Bill  of 
Rights.

[ Continued on page 8 ]
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[ Continued from Page 7 ]

Another  worthy project  would be a revision of  the formal oath that 
politicians are supposed to take before assuming office, to mention – 
and perhaps even to read aloud – each article of the Bill  of Rights 
separately. Imagine the hilarity when Hillary or Chucky or Nancy or 
Chris choke over the phrase "the right of the People to keep and bear 
arms."

The ultimate goal, however, of any International Bill Of Rights Union 
must always be the correction of the Founding Fathers' two century 
old  mistake by  writing and ratifying  an  effectively  stringent  penalty 
clause for politicians who violate the highest law of the land.

An International Bill  Of Rights Union should be based upon certain 
principles. The first is that the Bill of Rights means what it says, and 
not what some lawyer, judge, or socialist academic can twist it into.

Judging by what we know of the Founding Fathers, the Bill of Rights 
was clearly meant to be read and understood by everybody, not just 
by those same lawyers, judges, and socialist academics who almost 
invariably claim that it doesn't mean what we all know perfectly well it 
does.

The Bill of Rights represents an historic bargain between those who 
advocated a strong central government – and whose political ideas 
and wishes are expressed in the main body of the Constitution – and 
those who did not. Without the Bill of Rights, the Constitution ceases 
to be valid; any legitimate authority that derives from it ceases to exist.

Importantly, there has never been any legal provision for setting aside 
the Bill  of  Rights  in  an "emergency".  To  do so  is  a  violation  of  a 
politician's oath of office and a crime. Nor is it up to government to 
regulate or limit the Bill of Rights the way that former Attorney General 
John  Ashcroft  claimed  could  be  done  with  regard  to  the  Second 
Amendment.

Ashcroft, you may recall, briefly made a big hero of himself (to those 
who don't think clearly or have a habit of grasping at straws) when he 
announced  that  the  Second  Amendment  does,  indeed,  protect  an 
individual right – which the government may regulate whenever it feels 
an itch. That's the same protection, I'm given to understand, provided 
by the Canadian constitution, which says, yes, Canadians have rights 
– subject to cancellation at their government's slightest whim.

Of course a regulated "right" isn't any kind of a right at all; a right is 
something that's inherent simply in your existence as a human being. 
A  regulated  "right"  is  nothing  more  than  a  government-granted 
privilege you usually have to beg for, and may be taken back at any 
time.

That, believe it or not, is the sole contention in the celebrated Parker 
case,  in  which  a  lower  court  has  ruled  that  Washington  D.C.'s 
handgun  ban  is  an  unconstitutional  violation  of  an  individual  right 
protected by the Second Amendment. Now the enemies of liberty – 
many of them afraid, no doubt, that laws like New York's Sullivan Act 
will be next – are headed for the Supreme Court where they hope to 
see  the  right  to  own  and  carry  weapons  converted  back  into  a 
collectivized privilege.

Another  point:  although many of  us may have  strong feelings with 
regard to certain issues, an International Bill of Rights Union cannot – 
must not  –  entangle itself  with unrelated subjects (especially  those 
that  have  traditionally  divided  the  general  freedom movement)  like 
abortion, immigration, or global warming. It must always remain on-
topic: the adoption, affirmation, and enforcement of the Bill of Rights.

But why, I now pretend to hear you asking, should the inhabitants of 
other countries be interested in adopting the American Bill of Rights?

In the first place, most of them are probably even more unhappy with 
today's  newly-fascistic  politics  than  Americans  are,  and  more 
interested in limiting the power of their politicians. Although we often 
think of America as a young country, our 218-year-old Bill of Rights is 
the  political  basis  for  one  of  the  world's  oldest  continuous 
governments.

Individuals in other countries who understand economics know that 
the Bill  of  Rights is the source – or at least  a manifestation of the 
source  –  of  America's  historically  unprecedented  prosperity  and 
progress.

Properly respected, the Bill of Rights is a potential deterrent both to 
runaway  authority  and  runaway  democracy.  It's  also  a  far  more 
desirable alternative to – possibly a preventive or a remedy for – the 
involuntary democratization and forcible "regime changes" that are all 
the rage today. Thus, from a non-American viewpoint, it could help to 
get the United States back under control again, which, in their terms, 
means not dropping bombs on them or starving their children to death.

Who needs a corrupt,  freedom-hating United Nations cluttering the 
political  landscape?  Who  needs  a  European  Union  or  a  North 
American Union? What the world truly needs is an International Bill of 
Rights Union.

Some closing thoughts:

The Founding Fathers didn't say that your church or your religion must 
be  recognized  by  the  government  before  it's  real;  the  Founding 
Fathers  didn't  mean  for  some  kinds  of  communications  to  be 
permissable and others to be banned; the Founding Fathers didn't say 
you  need  a  permit  to  get  together,  and  then  only  under  police 
supervision. They said that we all have a right to worship, speak, and 
assemble as we will.

Period. The Founding Fathers didn't say that the people have a right 
to keep and bear arms – subject to regulation by the government – the 
Founding  Fathers,  pure  and  simple,  wanted  us  to  own  and  carry 
weapons. "Take a gun with you on every walk," was the way Thomas 
Jefferson put it.

Period.

The Founding Fathers  didn't  say  minions of  the  government  could 
search us if they were sufficiently sneaky about it, or that they could 
search us if they didn't touch us, or that they could search us if we 
wanted to travel  freely by whatever means. The Founding Fathers, 
pure and simple, didn't  want the government to know what's in our 
pockets.

Period.

This essay has focused mostly on the United States, but we should 
consider,  for  a moment,  the effect  a successful  International  Bill  of 
Rights Union might have in other places, too. Would Vladimir Putin or 
the  Russian  Mafia  still  run  Russia?  Would  Castro's  blabbermouth 
hand-puppet,  Hugo Chavez,  retain  power  in  Venezuela? And what 
about the heirs of Mao Tse Tung? The question need only be asked in 
order to be answered.

And, given the fact that every major mass-atrocity in recent history has 
been preceded by a period of weapons confiscation – as opposed to 
the Second Amendment's mandate for a universally armed populace – 
it could mean there will never be another genocide, ever again.

If that seems like a good idea, and you'd like to do something to make 
it  happen, you might start  by sending this essay to  everybody you 
know. We have a lot of work ahead of us, getting from here to there, 
and we're unlikely to see the end of it, ourselves, although if we do our 
job right, our children or grandchildren will. And in a society built on 
the Bill of Rights, a society of peace, prosperity, progress, and above 
all, on freedom, maybe we'll still be around to accept their thanks.

Or maybe we'll have taken off for the stars.

© 2007 JPFO. All Rights Reserved

Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership
P.O. Box 270143
Hartford, WI 53027
Phone 262-673-9745 / Fax 262-673-9746
jpfo@jpfo.org / www.jpfo.org
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Administrivia
by Mike Blessing, Editor [ gunssavelives@comcast.net ]

If  you have  news,  interesting stories,  op-ed  pieces,  a  letter  to  the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter, 
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-918-6567, or just send 
it to email address gunssavelives@comcast.net.

When sending your submission as an MS Word (or Open Office Text) 
file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins should be 
quarter-inch (0.25”) around, with no headers or footers. If you send it 
in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want anything in bold 
type, underlined, in italics, struck-through, different colors, etc. I’m not 
telepathic here, so help me out. And NO Wordperfect files – I can't 
open those.

Graphics (pictures, cartoons, etc.) – send the highest quality graphics 
you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll do what I 
can  to  get  them in  the  next  issue.  In  particular,  what  I  want  are 
pictures  of  YOU  the  LPNM  members,  either  at  LPNM-sponsored 
events or at other peoples' events.

Submission deadline for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the 
month.

Articles

As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full 
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.

What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on in 
the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading the 
message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity and evil 
of  the UN might get  put  in,  depending on available space and the 
quality of the article. A group of LPNM members counter-protesting 
the  raising  of  a  UN flag  by  the  city  council  WILL  get  put  in,  and 
probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint

The  basis  for  libertarian  thought  is  the  Zero  Aggression  Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right  – under any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another  human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders or 
appointed  spokespersons  at  all  levels  of  government  or  the  Party 
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or 
more  expensive  spending  programs,  or  new  or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Submissions Policy

The  editor  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  service  to  anyone  for  any 
reason.  The  editor  will  most  often  be  willing  to  explain  any  such 
reasons.  Appeals  of  the  editor's  refusal  to  post  an  advertisement, 
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's 
State Chair,  Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

Copyright

Copyright  © 2003–2007 Libertarian Party of  New Mexico. All  rights 
reserved.

Permission is explicitly granted for subscribers to recopy New Mexico 
Liberty  for  non-commercial  purposes,  specifically  as  use  as  an 
outreach  tool,  provided  that  New  Mexico  Liberty  is  copied  in  its 
entirety. Use your imagination here.

Websites

www.lpnm.org/newsletter
www.myspace.com/nmliberty

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

Subscriptions and Correspondence

To subscribe, send a blank email to 

nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Or go to groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join

To UNsubscribe: send a blank email message to

nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

For a print subscription, contact Ron Bjornstad for details.

Finally, New Mexico Liberty will be posted to the web, in PDF format, 
both to the Archives section of the page on www.lpnm.org, to the Files 
section of the Yahoo group I’ve set up for it –

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty

The various articles, columns and other bits of each issue shall also 
be posted in blog format to Myspace.com – 

www.myspace.com/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use keep us 
in the loop so we can keep your New Mexico Liberty coming to you – 
contact  Ron Bjornstad  [  rbjornstad@earthlink.net ]  if  you're  a  print 
version subscriber. Otherwise, contact the editor. 

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots

Full page Ø60.00
Half page Ø30.00
Quarter page Ø15.00
Business card Ø  8.00

Rates are subject to change at the discretion of the editor. The editor 
will do his best to make any such changes only when absolutely 
necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet,  contact  the  editor  at  email  address  nmliberty-
owner@yahoogroups.com or  gunssavelives@comcast.net .  For  an 
insert into the print edition, contact Ron Bjornstad at email address 
rbjornstad@earthlink.net or phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym “FRN” will be used by the editor. See www.javelinpress.com 
for  more  information.  Also  see  the  Wikipedia  page  for  “Federal 
Reserve Note” – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE

www.lpnm.org

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS 
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

If the date on your mailing label reads before 11/01/07, it's 
time to renew your LPNM membership.
"The only proper purpose of a government is to protect man's rights, 
which  means:  to  protect  him  from physical  violence.  .  .  The  only 
proper functions of a government are: the police, to protect you from 
criminals;  the  army,  to  protect  you  from foreign  invaders;  and  the 
courts, to protect your property and contracts from breach or fraud by 
others, and to settle disputes by rational rules, according to objective 
law."
– Ayn Rand

New Mexico Liberty – October 2007 – Page 9

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty
http://www.myspace.com/nmliberty
http://www.lpnm.org/newsletter
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
http://www.lpnm.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note
http://www.javelinpress.com/
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
mailto:gunssavelives@comcast.net
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nmliberty-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:rbjornstad@earthlink.net
http://www.myspace.com/nmliberty
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty
http://www.lpnm.org/
mailto:nmliberty-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/join
mailto:nmliberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


LPNM Central Committee
Chair
Jay Vandersloot
505-362-1733 / yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Joseph Knight – 505-330-7713 / nm_libertarian@yahoo.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis – 505-256-1993 /  macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 2 Representative, Seat B
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer – 505-327-6681 / nm_bob@hotmail.com

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

Campus Contacts
New Mexico Tech
Lucas Uecker – 505-301-7980 / luecker@nmt.edu

University of New Mexico
John Pfersich (Acting) – 505-301-2601 / neoconssuck@att.net

LPNM Vacancies
Central Committee (2)

District 2 Representative, Seat A
District 2 Representative, Seat B

County Contacts (20)

Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry / De Baca / Eddy / Grant
Guadalupe / Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora / Luna / Quay

Rio Arriba / San Migue / Sierra / Socorro / Taos / Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)

Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)
New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're interested in filling a slot. 

If you don't, who will?

Internet Resources
Official Website – www.lpnm.org

Mailing lists on lpnm.org – www.tinyurl.com/hogsn

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

LPNM Activists – www.tnyurl.com/z7ug5

Myspace.com – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

The SW Region LNC list – www.tinyurl.com/e8khh

County Contacts
Bernalillo – www.lpnm.org/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / gunssavelives@comcast.net

Colfax
Richard Moore – 505-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Dona Ana – www.lpnm.org/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 505-541-9079 / lpdacnm@peoplepc.com

Lea
Christina Groth – 505-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 505-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Roosevelt
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

San Juan – www.sjclp.org
Gary Wood – zang5775@msn.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch – 505-466-4706 / suelib1@hotmail.com

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

Nuclear Security and the TSA
by John Trever of the Albuquerque Journal

07 September 2007
[ www.cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp ]

"The worst evils which mankind has ever had to endure were inflicted 
by bad governments.  The state can be and has often been in  the 
course of history the main source of mischief and disaster."
– Robert A. Heinlein

". . . when we want to know whether something was worth making, we 
look for the answer in a discovery machine called the market. When 
we want to know how something works, we have another discovery 
machine, called science. When we want to know if  somebody was 
right to kill somebody else, we have a discovery machine called the 
law."
– Jon Wilde, in The Stone Canal by Ken MacLeod
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Libertarian Party of New Mexico
Enrollment / Renewal / Donation Coupon

(Please print in all areas)

Name ___________________________________  Address ____________________________________

City ___________________________  State ________  Zip ______________  Phone _______________

Email _______________________  Employer ____________________  Occupation _________________

[   ] I am registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico and wish to [   ] join or [   ] renew as a caucus 
member.   I  am paying $25 annual  dues.   I  will  receive a one year (12 issues)  subscription to the LPNM state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” (the national “LP NEWS” IS NOT included) and I will have delegate status at state 
conventions.  I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals:

Signed _____________________________________________

[   ] I am not registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico  and/or [   ] I do not wish to sign the 
statement opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals.  I am paying $25.00 for a one year (12 
issues) subscription to the LPNM state newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” (the national “LP NEWS” IS NOT included).  I 
understand that I will receive no other benefits.

[    ] I am making a DONATION to the LPNM in the amount of $ ________ to be applied as follows:

$_____  General Fund   $_____  Chairman's Fund   $_____  Major Player Fund   $_____  Win One Fund

TOTAL of DUES or SUBSCRIPTION plus DONATION  $_________  to be paid as follows:
[    ]  by enclosed CHECK payable to “LPNM”  (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks)

[    ]  by CREDIT CARD (circle one):     VISA     /     MASTERCARD

Number:  __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __  Expires:  ____/____

Signature:  _____________________________________________

Government mandated notices:

• The US Postal  Service requires us to notify you that  the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost  is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

• The  Internal  Revenue  Service  requires  us  to  print  “political  contributions  are  not  tax  deductible”  on  all 
fundraising appeals.

• The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual whose 
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party working to 
increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124

New Mexico Liberty – October 2007 – Page 11



AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
Charter Bank:

I authorize Charter Bank to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) as noted below:

Customer Name (on account, please print):  _________________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name:  _________________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________________ State:  ____________ Zip:  ___________

Routing Number / ABA:  ________/________/________ Account Number:  _____________________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit)  Charter Bank,  to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, account number  0092040302

$______  LPNM General Fund     $______  Chair's Contingency Fund     $______  Major Player Fund     $______  Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer $_________  MONTHLY on the  _________  day of each month starting  ____/____/____

I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until Charter Bank has received notification from me regarding termination in such 
time and in such manner as to afford Charter Bank a reasonable opportunity to act on it. I also understand this transfer is not immediate and 
could take up to two business days.

Signature:  _________________________________  Date:  ____________  Social Security Number:  ___________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee:  ______________________________________________  Date:  ____________________

Authorization processed by:  ____________________________________________________  Date:  ____________________

Alternately, if you prefer not to have our bank initiate an electronic transfer, you may have your bank initiate the transfer to Charter Bank, 
Routing Number  307072427, to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, account number 0092040302. Also, please fill out the 
info section below, allocate your contribution on the “Funds” line above, and mail this form to LPNM.

MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:

CARD TYPE (circle one):     VISA     /     MASTERCARD

Number:  __ __ __ __  –  __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __  Expires:  ____/____

$_______  on the  _______  day of each month beginning on  ____/____/____  to be used as follows:

$______  LPNM General Fund     $______  Chair's Contingency Fund     $______  Major Player Fund     $______  Win One Fund

I understand that this agreement remains in effect until I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in writing, to cancel or alter 
this agreement.

NAME (on card, please print):  ______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________  DATE  ____/____/____

FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.

Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, occupation and employer for each individual whose contributions 
aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Political contributions are not tax deductible.  Your contribution may be used to fund federal 
election activity.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

City:  ________________________________________  State:  ___________  Zip:  _________

Phone  (h):  ______________________  (w):  ______________________  E-mail:  ________________________________

Employer:  _______________________________________  Occupation:  _______________________________________

This form is for monthly pledges only. Please pay dues and one time donations separately. Complete the AUTOMATED TRANSFER section or 
the CREDIT CARD section and the INFO section. Mail the entire form to the address below. Thank You !!

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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