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The 2009 Annual State Convention

The annual state convention is slated to occur on the weekend of 10-12 April 2009 in the 
vicinity of Alamogordo, New Mexico. Dr. Gilberto Heredia and Siebert Ickler have taken on 
the task of organizing the weekend.

At the upcoming convention, we will  have the expected – officer and Central Committee 
elections,  maybe some proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws,  among other 
things. We'll have some speakers, as well as some people from other state affiliates that 
have expressed an interest in addressing our members. The people that I know consist of 
Ernest Hancock, Superior Court Judge John Buttrick and / or Barry Hess, all from the LP of 
Arizona.

What do they want to talk to us about? Simple – and it's related to some questions that we 
have to answer on that weekend.

You  see,  either  we  can  continue  spending  piles  of  FRNs every four  years  after  every 
presidential election on ballot access drives, which is a distinct possibility this year, as Bob 
Barr  did  not  get  enough votes  as the LPNM's  presidential  candidate  to  maintain  ballot 
access for the LPNM. At present, the LPNM does not exist as a recognized political party in 
New Mexico. It's not a question of “major party” versus “minor party” – it's a question of do 
we reinstate the LPNM as a State-recognized political party, do we find another way to carry 
on the fight for Liberty, or do we go our separate ways as individuals.

Well, New Mexico Libertarians, what course shall we choose?

I look forward to seeing you there and debating the choices that are available to us.

More Activists Needed

If the LPNM membership does go for the reinstatement option, it's obvious that we will need 
more of our members to get active in spreading the message to their families, friends and 
neighbors. The LPNM simply needs to become more of an activist-based organization.

How to get started? Several avenues are open to you. Writing letters to the editor is a good 
start. Another is to attend the local LP meeting in your area.

What if there isn't a local LP meeting close to where you live? Then start one on your own – 
make some flyers  with  your  contact  information,  and  post  them  in  places  that  people 
frequent.

Another thing that you can do is start up a blog of your own and post articles that you've 
written about various issues. There are plenty of blogs covering federal issues – what's 
needed is more coverage of state and local issues, especially in New Mexico.

This Month's Chairman's Column

Jay will  be using the space for his column this month in order to republish the following 
message  article  (letter)  from  the  Libertarian  Party  concerning  where  President-Elect 
Obama’s priorities need to be focused. 
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Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ kcufmedia@gmail.com ]

http://lpnm.us/
mailto:kcufmedia@gmail.com


Field Reports
From County Contacts

Bernalillo  –  The BCLP is hosting two meetings per  month.  For 
more information, see the BCLP website – lpnm.us/bernalillo. See 
xanga.com/kcufmedia for more information concerning The Weekly 
Sedition and New Mexico's Consumer Advocate.

Jay Vandersloot continues to be active in staffing at table at blade 
and gun shows at the State Fairgrounds in Albuquerque and could 
use some help at the shows – any assistance would be welcome, 
even if it is only for a couple of hours. Anyone interested in helping 
at  the  table  at  the  gun  show,  providing  literature  to  hand  out, 
loaning us an LP banner, or a projection screen should contact Jay 
at either yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com or call 505-362-1733.

Paul Gessing and Rio Grande Foundation have just established  a 
social-networking  site  for  small-l  libertarians  called  New  Mexico 
Liberty –  newmexicoliberty.com is the URL. This is in addition to 
other  activities,  which  can  be  found  at  the  RGF's  site  – 
riograndefoundation.org.

Dona  Ana  –  The  LPDAC  Central  Committee  has  been  having 
monthly meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces 
Farmer's  Market.  See  the  LPDAC  website  for  details  – 
lpnm.us/dona-ana.

Otero  – The Otero County LP recently established its website  – 
lpnm.us/otero .

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.

Santa Fe –  Ed Nagel is working on organizing an LPNM county 
affiliate for Santa Fe County. Contact him at ed123nagel@aol.com 
or call him at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

New Mexico's Consumer Advocate – Wednesdays at 8PM
xanga.com/kcufmedia / myspace.com.nmconsumers

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
myspace.com/nmhemptv

The One Party State – Wednesdays at 11PM
Contact Lance Klafeta [ lklafeta@yahoo.com ] for details

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
myspace.com/reeferheadtv

The Fringe Element
thefringeelement.net / postpubco.com

Calendar
Special Events

LPNM Central Committee Meeting – 14 December 2008
The LPNM's Central Committee will  have its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Sunday, 14 September 2008, at the St. Clair Winery & 
Bistro, located at 901 Rio Grande Blvd (Map – tinyurl.com/52x2pe). 
No  host  lunch  12:00  PM,  meeting  at  1:00  PM.  County  and 
Campus Contacts encouraged to attend!

Road-To-Freedom Motorcycle Raffle

The LPNM's latest  fundraiser involves raffling off  a new,  limited-
edition  Harley  Davidson  motorcycle  for  Ø100  per  ticket,  with  a 
maximum  of  399  tickets  available.  More  information  on  the 
motorcycle  raffle  is  available  at  the  following  pages  – 
tinyurl.com/2fu72e,  tinyurl.com/22z3yp  or 
sjclp.org/Rocker_raffle.htm.

2009 Annual State Convention

The 2009 LPNM State Convention is tentatively scheduled for the 
weekend of 10-12 April 2009 for the Alamogordo area.

Regular Events

Wednesday, 3 December – Otero County LP meeting. Contact Dr. 
Gilberto  Heredia  for  more  information  [  thrill@zianet.com  / 
575-439-8234 ].

Thursday,  4  December  and  18  December  –  Bernalillo  County 
Liberty Forum meets in Albuquerque, 6:00 to 7:00 PM at Fiesta's 
Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Contact Mike 
Blessing for details [ lpbcnm@gmail.com / 505-918-6567].

Monday,  8  December  –  The Santa Fe County LP meets  at  the 
South  Library  at  6:30  PM.  Contact  Ed  Nagel  for  details  [ 
ed123nagel@aol.com / 505-474-0300 ].

Ed specified these directions for the South Library –

Although the mailing address is on Jaguar St, the best way 
to get there is to turn south off Airport Rd onto Country Club 
Rd  (by  the  golf  course),  proceed  6  tenths  of  a  mile  to 
Valentine  Way,  and  make  a  left  (heading  east),  and  an 
immediate right into the parking lot of the South Library.

Wednesday,  10 December – The Dona Ana County Libertarians 
will  meet.  Those  interested  are  invited  to  attend  and to  contact 
Siebert Ickler [  lpdacnm@lpnm.us / 575-541-9079 ] for information 
on location and time.

Tuesday, 23 December – The Sandoval County Libertarian Party 
will  meet  –  contact  Ron  Bjornstad  [  rbjornstad@earthlink.net  / 
505-288-4228 ] for details.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The Best Shows on ABQ Comcast Ch.27
Wednesdays at 8 PM
The Weekly Sedition

Rational Anarchy and Capitalism for the Masses
New Mexico's Consumer Advocate

The Consumer Pays ALL Costs

Commentary and Opinion
for the Undamaged Mind

Brought to you by KCUF Media
xanga.com/kcufmedia

YOUR ADVERTISING HERE?
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SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS
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kcufmedia@gmail.com
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Your Monday Message from the Libertarian Party
1 December 2008 – announce.lp.org/t/12183/74336/90/0/

Today's  "Monday  Message"  is  primarily  one  for  President-Elect 
Barack  Obama.  Though  the  Bush  administration,  which  has 
undoubtedly  been one of  the  worst  in  American  history,  will  be 
leaving  office  on  Jan.  20,  there  is  little  room for  celebration  as 
Obama looks to take over as commander-in-chief.

Obama's attitude towards wealth, the marketplace and economics 
is reason enough to worry about his administration in this extremely
fragile  economy.  But,  there are other  areas where  Obama must 
tread with care if he wishes to follow the Constitution and foster an 
environment of liberty that has been lacking these last eight years.

Therefore,  the Libertarian Party wishes  Obama the best  of  luck, 
and offers him the following suggestions for his presidency in the 
following areas:

Civil Liberties

This is one area where we thought Obama could bring real change 
to  the  table  following  the  Bush  administration,  which  held  the 
protection  of  civil  liberties  about  as  high  as  they  regarded 
things  like  the  flu  and  traffic  jams.   However,  when  Obama's 
feet were put  to the fire, Obama sold out  and capitulated to the 
enemies of freedom during the reauthorization of the Amendments 
to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).

It's not unjustified to be skeptical of Obama when it comes to
upholding civil liberties. 

If Obama looks to separate himself from the Bush administration, 
he should – and must – work to undue the legislation of the last 
eight  years  that  have  left  Americans  incredibly  vulnerable  to 
government  surveillance  and  spying.  We must  have  our  liberty 
restored and the despotic surveillance tactics of the "War on Terror" 
abolished.

Secondly, Obama must not use the Department of Justice as a tool 
to  bend  and  break  the  law  as  he  sees  fit,  as  the  Bush 
administration frequently  did.  The  DOJ has much work  to  do to 
rebuild its reputation with the American public, and it can start with 
the Obama administration.

Economic Freedom

The  necessity  to  defend  and  protect  the  marketplace  from 
regulation and interference by the government is key to the long-
term prosperity of the nation. This point cannot be stressed enough. 

The Bush administration  believed  it  had a right  and duty to  get 
involved in  the economy when they thought  it  wasn't  working  to 
their standards. Instead of letting the market work out its problems, 
Bush got involved and turned a bad situation into a worse one. 

Obama should take a hands-off approach to the economy, stepping 
in  only  to  protect  property  rights,  adjudicate  disputes,  and 
provide  a  legal  framework  in  which  voluntary  trade  is 
protected.  Any  attempt  to  "redistribute"  the  wealth  through 
regulation  or  taxation  should  be  avoided  at  all  costs.  If  this  is 
attempted, it will have dire consequences for the economy.

Social Freedom
Usually  you  don't  have  to  jump  on  Democrats  about  protecting 
social  freedom,  but  as  of  late,  Democrats  have  increasingly 
become more heavy-handed when it comes to personal choice in 
people's lives.

“Just  because  you  do  not  take  an  interest  in 
politics doesn't mean politics won't take an interest 
in you!”
– Pericles (430 B.C.)

Voice of the LPNM Chair
Jay Vandersloot
Email – yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com

The  "global  warming"  hysteria  and  push  for  more  regulation  of 
Americans' diets has put Democrats in the same corner as those 
who  seek  to  institute  moral  standards  through  government 
regulation. 
 

Obama must buck this new trend by Democrats and work to protect 
individual choice – even if it seems like the government needs to 
help  people  make  these  decisions.  Obama  can  also  take  this 
opportunity to reform national laws that make victimless crimes a 
federal matter.
 

The War
 

This has to be one of the most obvious areas for improvement, yet 
one are that Democrats have consistently failed in since regaining 
control of Congress in 2006.
 

The power to end the war in Iraq is now in the hands of Obama. He 
also has a power to finally end what we began in Afghanistan long 
before we began military action in Iraq. What he must do is avoid 
moving  troops  from  one  theater  to  the  other  instead  of  simply 
bringing the troops home.
 

It is time for Obama and Democrats to follow through with earlier 
promises. 
 

If Obama takes all of these suggestions, we will  have one of the 
best presidencies in American history. If he takes none, then we will 
surely  see  times  far  darker  than  those  under  the  Bush 
Administration. 
 

In  all  likelihood,  we  will  see  improvements  over  the  Bush 
Administration in some areas, and setbacks in others. This is why it 
is paramount that the Libertarian Party be a strong, shining beacon 
of  liberty for  all  Americans looking for  true change from the last 
eight years.
 

Live free,
 

Andrew Davis
Director of Communications
Libertarian Party*

PS – If you are receiving this email, and have not yet become a 
member  of  the  Party  and  wish  to  do  so,  please  click  here  – 
announce.lp.org/t/12183/74336/186/0 to  sign  up  to  become   a 
member of the only political party dedicated completely to cutting 
taxes and maximizing liberty. If you need to renew, please do so by 
clicking here – announce.lp.org/t/12183/74336/186/0/ . 
 

PPS  –  If  you  have  not  yet  contributed,  please  consider  a 
donation right now of $25, $50, $100 or $1000 to the Libertarian 
Party. Your contribution will be used to grow the Party and expand 
the message of  liberty.  From ads to outreach, every dollar  goes 
leading the liberty movement in its fight to restore the Constitution 
and maximize freedom. Click here – 

announce.lp.org/t/12183/74336/152/0/ 

GET INVOLVED – announce.lp.org/t/12183/74336/310/0/
 

Paid for by the Libertarian National Committee 
2600 Virginia Ave, N.W. Suite 200, Washington D.C. 20037

Content  not  authorized  by  any  candidate  or  candidate 
committee.
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Rio Grande Foundation Investigative Report Highlights 
New Mexico Government’s Investment Failures
by Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

20 November 2008 – tinyurl.com/58uap9 

(Albuquerque) – With all of the talk about the federal government’s 
acquisition of ownership stakes in large, troubled companies, we at 
the Rio Grande Foundation felt  it  was important to take a closer 
look at  New Mexico’s own “investment” efforts.  New Mexico has 
been investing in supposedly “private” companies for years through 
the State Investment Council (SIC) and other government bodies. 
But the public and policymakers have little to no information on the 
success or failure of these investments.

Jim Scarantino, the Rio Grande Foundation’s investigative reporter, 
decided to take a closer look. In his first in a series of reports on the 
topic, Scarantino has found:

• Under the Richardson administration the State has purchased 
stock  in  52  New Mexico  companies  ranging  from computer 
software designers to dental clinics to a fish monger;

• These companies are not publicly traded, so there is no market 
establishing a value for their stock. Nor do they pay dividends. 
In a sense, these “stocks” have no value;

• New  Mexico  is  essentially  loaning  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  interest  free  in  exchange  for  temporary  economic 
stimulus that can easily fall below expectations;

• Loans  to  film  producers  appear  to  directly  violate  the  state 
constitution’s  anti-donation  clause  prohibition  on  the  state 
lending money or pledging its credit to aid private enterprise; 
and,

• A  serious  question  exists  whether  the  state’s  risky  equity 
investments may also violate the anti-donation clause.

The largest  single equity investment made by the SIC in a New 
Mexico company is in Eclipse Aviation of Albuquerque. New Mexico 
has invested just under $20 million in Eclipse, not including millions 
in  employee  training  tax  credits,  property  tax  breaks  and  other 
financial benefits. With Eclipse facing failure, New Mexico stands to 
lose its entire investment.

The SIC lost  its  $7 million investment  in  the failed TCI Medical. 
Millennium  Transportation  of  Roswell  has  stopped  payment  its 
unpaid  $1.4  million  loan  balance.  More  of  the  SIC’s  equity 
investments may fail in this difficult economic environment.

These failures present an opportunity for needed scrutiny by the 
Legislature  and  the  public  into  the  Richardson  administration’s 
speculative and possibly unconstitutional investment practices. Full 
text  of  the  study  can  be  found  on  the  Rio  Grande  Foundation 
website at the following link – tinyurl.com/5vbxuu .
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Take Ads Off Taxpayers' Dime
by Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

20 November 2008 – tinyurl.com/6aftj8 

Now that the dust has settled in the wake of the 2008 election, New 
Mexico's political leaders will have some needed time to rest and 
regroup for the upcoming 60-day legislative session, which begins 
in  January.  Allegations  of  voter  fraud  took  a  back  seat  to  the 
Obama-led landslide, but that does not mean that there aren't very 
real issues with voting in New Mexico that must be addressed.

The problem I am referring to is not the mechanism of  voting or 
tallying of votes, but in a system that allows taxpayer money to fund 
government  advertising  campaigns  in  support  of  higher  taxes. 
Simply  put,  using  taxpayer  money  to  fund  one  side  of  a  ballot 
measure  as  we  saw throughout  this  election  is  unfair  and  anti-
democratic.

On the  Rail  Runner  gross-receipts  tax  hike,  which  appeared  on 
ballots  in  Bernalillo,  Sandoval,  and  Valencia  counties, 
approximately $30,000 taxpayer dollars were spent on behalf of the 
tax hike.

Certainly, it is a good thing that voters are able to have the final say 
on these tax hikes, but taxpayer-funded advocates are already able 
to  work  full  time  as  agents  of  the  hospitals,  universities,  and 
libraries  (to  name  just  a  few)  on  behalf  of  higher  taxes  in 
anticipation of  Election Day. Unfortunately,  there is probably little 
that can be done to stop that because these tax hikes are in their 
own self interest.

Nonetheless, we must recognize that having large, taxpayer-funded 
bureaucracies  gives  the  “yes”  side  a  significant  advantage  over 
taxpayer-citizens who must organize in their spare time using their 
own resources.

After  all,  opinion  pieces  from  each  of  these  “yes”  campaigns 
appeared  in  newspapers  across  the  state.  For  the  Rio  Grande 
Foundation or opponents of these taxes to gain similar platforms, 
we'd have to organize separate campaigns to fight each measure. 
This  would  be  a  time-consuming  and  expensive  process, 
undertaken with private resources.

Having  advocates  for  these  proposals  working  on  the  taxpayer 
dime obviously tilts the advantage in the direction of higher taxes, 
but giving the pro-tax side of the debate the additional advantage of 
a  significant  advertising  budget  is  simply  too  much  and  is  truly 
unfair.

Thankfully, it can also be easily stopped. New Mexico law should 
be changed to prohibit the use of government money to advertise 
on behalf of ballot questions.

Government  employees  would  still  be  allowed  to  write  opinion 
pieces in newspapers, speak to community groups, and appear on 
radio and television programs to advocate for their positions, but no 
taxpayer money should be used to purchase billboards, radio and 
television ads, or newspapers ads.

We at  the  Rio  Grande  Foundation  were  disappointed  with  the 
results  of  the  Rail  Runner  and  various  statewide  bond  ballot 
measure votes. We believe that it is unfair and unwise to increase 
New Mexicans' gross-receipts and property taxes, particularly in the 
current,  tough  economic  climate  when  increasing  numbers  of 
people are barely getting by, but we have to move on. That doesn't 
mean we can't make the process more democratic in the future.

Before voters are asked to raise taxes next time, the Legislature 
should consider some means of banning these taxpayer-financed 
advertising campaigns.

Paul Gessing is president of the Rio Grande Foundation, a non-
partisan  research  and  educational  organization  dedicated  to 
promoting principles of limited government, economic freedom and 
individual responsibility.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity
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Libertarian Party of New Mexico
2008 Road–to–Freedom Motorcycle Raffle

2008 Harley-Davidson Softail Rocker
• 96 cubic inches! • 6-speed! • Lowest solo saddle on a production motorcycle!

• Fat 240mm rear tire! • 5-spoke wheels! • Stretched 5-gallon tank!

ONLY 399 CHANCES OFFERED
The Libertarian Party of New Mexico encourages motorcyclists to consider the use of helmets and other 
safety equipment. However, we believe those who ride should decide and we oppose mandatory helmet 
laws for  motorcyclists.  Odds  depend  on the  actual  number  of  chances  sold,  but  no  more  than 399 
chances  will  be  available.  Drawing will  be  at  approximately  8:00  PM,  on  Bill  of  Rights  Day,  Monday 
December 15, 2008 at the Farmington Civic Center, in Farmington, New Mexico. The Libertarian Party of 
New Mexico (LPNM) reserves the right to draw prior to this date in the event all chances are sold early. In 
the event of an early drawing, notice will be posted at  lpnm.us at least two weeks prior to the drawing. 
LPNM will make every effort to notify the winner using the contact information provided. In the event the 
winner cannot be contacted within 30 days of the drawing, the prize will be awarded to a backup winner. 
Winner is responsible for tax, title and license fees.
For Raffle Tickets, send $100 per ticket and your contact information, including name, mailing addresses, 
phone numbers and e-mail address to

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 Ivory Road SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

OR you can purchase your ticket(s) over the internet using PayPal – sjclp.org/paypal.htm

The official raffle page – sjclp.org/Rocker_raffle.htm
For more details about the motorcycle, see tinyurl.com/22z3yp or tinyurl.com/2fu72e
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Libertarian Party Replaces GOP as
Party of Free Market Advocates

tinyurl.com/5qbch4 

Republicans  Responsible  for  Massive  Growth  in  Government  
Regulation

Following Senator John McCain's 2008 presidential campaign, and 
the  support  of  the  massive  bailouts  by  Republican  members  of 
Congress, the Libertarian Party says it has replaced the GOP as 
the party of free market advocates.

"The  Republican  Party  no  longer  represents  advocates  of 
capitalism and the free market," says Libertarian Party Director of 
Communications Andrew Davis.  "The GOP's mindless support of 
regulatory  economic  policy  indicates  it  no  longer  has  any 
philosophical or pragmatic opposition to government intervention in 
the  marketplace.  This  abandonment  of  free  market  principles 
makes the Republican Party no more opposed to big government 
than their Democratic counterparts."

The  Libertarian  Party  points  to  Senator  John  McCain's  lack  of 
opposition to the use of government in solving America's economic 
woes. "This was the perfect opportunity to explain to America that 
government was  the problem, and it  was  not the solution,"  says 
Davis.  "However,  Senator  McCain  fervently  believed  that 
government had an important  regulatory role  in the economy,  in 
what appears to be a growing sentiment among 'conservatives' in 
the Republican Party."

Davis  says  there  are still  Republicans and  Democrats  who truly 
believe in the principles of capitalism, but says these Congressmen 
"have  been  so  marginalized  by  the  Party  elite  in  the  name  of 
political expediency that they have become a silenced minority."

The  Libertarian  Party's  platform  states  the  only  proper  role  of 
government  in  the  economic  realm  is  to  protect  property  rights, 
adjudicate  disputes,  and  provide  a  legal  framework  in  which 
voluntary  trade  is  protected.  It  further  states  that  all  efforts  by 
government to redistribute wealth, or to control or manage trade, 
are improper in a free society.

The Libertarian Party blames the current financial crisis in part on 
government  regulations and  programs that  distorted the  housing 
market  and  removed  the  incentives  of  financial  firms  to  make 
responsible lending decisions.

"If Americans want a political party that believes in the true meaning 
of  a free market,  they must look to the Libertarian Party,"  Davis 
concludes. "The Libertarian Party is the only voice for capitalism in 
politics today."

For more information on this issue, or to arrange a media interview, 
please call  Libertarian Party Director of  Communications Andrew 
Davis at 202-731-0002.

The  Libertarian  Party  is  America's  third  largest  political  party, 
founded in 1971 as an alternative to the two main political parties. 
You can find more information on the Libertarian Party by visiting 
www.LP.org.  The  Libertarian  Party  proudly  stands  for  smaller 
government, lower taxes and more freedom.
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Five Year Plans
By John Trever of the Albuquerque Journal

3 December 2008
 cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp

Will America Follow India?
December 1st 2008 – jpfo.org/alerts02/alert20081201.htm 

A few thoughts about the tragedy in India. We have three links that 
should be of interest to you.

(1)  Indian  gun  control  laws,  at  –   abhijeetsingh.com/arms/india/. 
The home page discusses how the Indian government does not 
trust its citizens to be armed and details the demands put upon an 
Indian  citizen  to  acquire  a  registered  weapon.  Some  of  these 
demands already exist in one form or another in American crime 
infested "Gun Control" Hell  Holes. The article is also reproduced 
here on JPFO.

Indian  "victim  disarmament"  policies  are  most  desired  by  many 
members  of  the  United  States  Congress  and  many  if  not  all  of 
"Biden's Bullies" including the UN.

(2)  Another  article  –  iht.com/articles/2008/11/30/asia/hotel.php – 
explains  that  the  security  forces  "guarding"  the  pricey  Mumbai 
hotels  are not  allowed to  be armed. In some reports  the armed 
police chose not to shoot back. Perhaps this is the Indian version of 
the JPFO book "Dial 911 and Die" - Also remember the effects of 
gun control - "Innocents Betrayed" (movie).

(3) Reality dawns. Mumbai photographer: "I wish I'd had a gun, not 
a camera. Armed police would not fire back" – 

belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article14086308.ece 

What can you do to derail the 'credibility' of fools in government and 
the media who promote "gun control" laws? If you haven't already 
Emailed  to  others  and down loaded "2A Today for  the USA" to 
show to people ignorant of how the Second Amendment is good for 
them and the USA, please do it right now here – the message and 
information in this definitive film is possibly the only significant way 
you  can  do  something  active  to  protect  your  free  right  of  gun 
ownership. Pass this on far and wide, or lose your guns.

Time  is  not  on  our  side  and  our  enemies  are  sharpening  their 
knives.

(Postscript – here is a leftist perspective to the whole issue)

The Liberty Crew
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

P.O. Box 270143 
Hartford, WI 53027
Phone (262) 673-9745
Fax (262) 673-9746 | jpfo@jpfo.org

http://www.LP.org/
http://tinyurl.com/5qbch4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article14086308.ece
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/11/30/asia/hotel.php
http://www.abhijeetsingh.com/arms/india/
http://jpfo.org/alerts02/alert20081201.htm
http://cagle.com/politicalcartoons/PCcartoons/trever.asp


County Contacts

Bernalillo – lpnm.us/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / lpbcnm@gmail.com

Colfax
Richard Moore – 575-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Dona Ana – lpnm.us/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 575-541-9079 / lpdacnm@lpnm.us

Lea
Christina Groth – 575-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 575-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 575-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Otero – lpnm.us/otero  
Gilberto Heredia – 575-439-8234 / thrill@zianet.com

Roosevelt
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

San Juan – sjclp.org
Gary Wood – zang5775@msn.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Santa Fe
Ed Nagel – 505-471-6928 / ed123nagel@aol.com

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

LPNM Vacancies

Central Committee (2)

At-Large Representative, Seat A
District 3 Representative, Seat A

County Contacts (20)

Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry / De Baca / Eddy / Grant
Guadalupe / Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora / Quay

Rio Arriba / San Miguel / Sierra / Socorro / Taos / Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)

Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)
New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

New Mexico Tech (Socorro)
University of New Mexico (Various Campuses)
Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're interested in filling a slot.
If you don't, who will?
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LPNM Central Committee
Chair
Jay Vandersloot
505-362-1733 / yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / kcufmedia@gmail.com

Treasurer
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Bob Finch – 765-412-2374 / nmlibertarian@gmail.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / jpfersich@gmail.com

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis – 505-256-1993 / macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
Siebert Ickler – 575-541-9079 / lpdacnm@lpnm.us

District 2 Representative, Seat B
Gilberto Heredia – 575-439-8234 / thrill@zianet.com

District 3 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Membership Coordinator
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

Media Director
Bob Finch – 765-712-2374 / nmlibertarian@gmail.com

Campus Contacts
Central New Mexico Community College [CNM]
groups.myspace.com/cnmlibertarians
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / cnmliberty@gmail.com

College of Santa Fe
Morgan Wells – mwells109@gmail.com

Internet Resources
Official Website – lpnm.us

LPNM Forum – groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-forum
Caucus membership required, per the Central Committee

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss
Open forum (unmoderated for the most part)

Blog – lpofnm.blogspot.com

Facebook group
new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=20233114967

Ning.com social utility – lpofnm.ning.com

Myspace group – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

http://lpofnm.ning.com/
http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=20233114967
http://lpofnm.blogspot.com/
mailto:mwells109@gmail.com
mailto:nmlibertarian@gmail.com
mailto:nmlibertarian@gmail.com
http://lpnm.us/otero


Subscriptions and Correspondence

For  a  print  subscription,  contact  Ron Bjornstad  for  details.  New 
Mexico Liberty will be posted to the web, in PDF format, to the Files 
section of the Google group I’ve set up for it –

groups.google.com/group/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use keep 
us in the loop so we can keep your New Mexico Liberty coming to 
you – contact Ron Bjornstad [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net ] if you're a 
print version subscriber. Otherwise, contact the editor.

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots

   Full page   Ø60.00
   Half page   Ø30.00
   Quarter page   Ø15.00

Business card Ø 8.00

Rates are subject  to change at  the discretion of  the editor.  The 
editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such  changes  only  when 
absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet, contact the editor at email address kcufmedia@gmail.com. 
For an insert into the print edition, contact Ron Bjornstad at email 
address rbjornstad@earthlink.net or phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym “FRN” will be used by the editor. See javelinpress.com for 
more  information.  Also  see  the  Wikipedia  page  for  “Federal 
Reserve Note” – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE – lpnm.us

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

If the date on your mailing label reads before 10/01/08, it's time 
to renew your LPNM membership.

THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To  the  first  person  to  write  a  logical  and  documented  essay 
showing one of the following to be compatible with the Declaration 
of Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

This challenge is also on the web at tinyurl.com/hn982

To claim your prize, contact
Mike Blessing at 505-918-6567 or

send an email to kcufmedia@gmail.com
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Administrivia
by Mike Blessing, Editor

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter to the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter,
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-918-6567, or just 
send it to email address kcufmedia@gmail.com.

When sending your submission as an MS Word (or Open Office 
Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins 
should be quarter-inch (0.25”) around, with no headers or footers. If 
you send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want 
anything  in  bold  type,  underlined,  in  italics,  struck-through, 
different  colors, etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out. And 
NO Wordperfect files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest  quality 
graphics you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll 
do what I can to get them in the next issue. In particular, what I 
want  are pictures of  YOU the LPNM members,  either  at  LPNM-
sponsored events or at other peoples' events. Submission deadline 
for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the month.

Articles

As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.
What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on 
in the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading 
the message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity 
and evil of the UN might get put in, depending on available space 
and the quality of the article. A group of LPNM members counter-
protesting the raising of a UN flag by the city council WILL get put 
in, and probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint

The basis for libertarian thought is the Zero Aggression Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right – under any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another  human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders 
or appointed spokespersons at all levels of government or the Party
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or
more expensive spending programs, or new or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Submissions Policy

The editor reserves the right to refuse service to anyone for any
reason. The editor will most often be willing to explain any such
reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal to post an advertisement,
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's
State Chair, Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

Copyright

Copyright © 2003–2008 Libertarian Party of New Mexico. All rights
reserved. Permission is explicitly granted for subscribers to recopy 
New Mexico Liberty  for non-commercial purposes, specifically as 
use as an outreach tool, provided that New Mexico Liberty is copied 
in its entirety. Use your imagination here.

mailto:kcufmedia@gmail.com
mailto:kcufmedia@gmail.com


Libertarian Party of New Mexico
Enrollment / Renewal / Donation Coupon

(Please print in all areas)

Name ___________________________________ Address ____________________________________

City ___________________________ State ________ Zip ______________ Phone _______________

Email _______________________ Employer ____________________ Occupation _________________

[ ] I am registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico and wish to [ ] join or [ ] renew as a caucus 
member. I  am paying $25 annual dues. I  will  receive a one year (12 issues) subscription to the LPNM state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” (the national “LP NEWS” IS NOT included) and I will have delegate status at state
conventions. I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals:

Signed _____________________________________________

[ ]  I am not registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico  and/or [ ]  I do not wish to sign the 
statement opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. I am paying $25.00 for a one year (12 
issues)  subscription  to  the  LPNM  state  newsletter  “New Mexico  Liberty”  (the  national  “LP  NEWS”  IS  NOT 
included). I understand that I will receive no other benefits.

[ ] I am making a DONATION to the LPNM in the amount of $ ________ to be applied as follows:

$_____ General Fund $_____ Chairman's Fund $_____ Major Player Fund $_____ Win One Fund

TOTAL of DUES or SUBSCRIPTION plus DONATION $_________ to be paid as follows:

[ ] by enclosed CHECK payable to “LPNM” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks)

[ ] by CREDIT CARD (circle one): VISA / MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Expires: ____/____

Signature: _____________________________________________

Government mandated notices:

● The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

● The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all 
fundraising appeals.

● The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual 
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party working 
to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
Charter Bank:

I authorize Charter Bank to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) as noted below:

Customer Name (on account, please print): _________________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name: _________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________

Routing Number / ABA: ________/________/________ Account Number: _____________________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit) Charter Bank, to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, account number 0092040302

$______ LPNM General Fund $______ Chair's Contingency Fund $______ Major Player Fund $______ Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer $_________ MONTHLY on the _________ day of each month starting ____/____/____

I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until Charter Bank has received notification from me regarding termination in 
such time and in such manner as to afford Charter Bank a reasonable opportunity to act  on it.  I  also understand this transfer is not 
immediate and could take up to two business days.

Signature: _________________________________ Date: ____________ Social Security Number: ___________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee: ______________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Authorization processed by: ____________________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Alternately, if you prefer not to have our bank initiate an electronic transfer, you may have your bank initiate the transfer to Charter Bank, 
Routing Number 307072427, to the account of LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO, account number 0092040302. Also, please fill out 
the info section below, allocate your contribution on the “Funds” line above, and mail this form to LPNM.

MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:

CARD TYPE (circle one): VISA / MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ – __ __ __ __ Expires: ____/____

$_______ on the _______ day of each month beginning on ____/____/____ to be used as follows:

$______ LPNM General Fund $______ Chair's Contingency Fund $______ Major Player Fund $______ Win One Fund

I understand that this agreement remains in effect until I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in writing, to cancel or 
alter this agreement.

NAME (on card, please print): ______________________________________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________ DATE ____/____/____

FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.

Federal  law requires  political  committees  to  report  the  name,  mailing  address,  occupation  and  employer  for  each  individual  whose 
contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible. Your contribution may be used to 
fund federal election activity.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _________
Phone (h): ______________________ (w): ______________________ E-mail: ________________________________
Employer: _______________________________________ Occupation: _______________________________________

This form is for monthly pledges only. Please pay dues and one time donations separately. Complete the AUTOMATED TRANSFER section 
or the CREDIT CARD section and the INFO section. Mail the entire form to the address below. Thank You !!

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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