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2009 Annual State Convention

This year's State Convention will be hosted by the Otero County LP in Alamogordo at the 
Holiday Inn Express. The schedule will  include speakers, the banquet and the Saturday 
afternoon business session, including but not limited to election of officers and the Central 
Committee. The new Central Committee will have its first meeting immediately following the 
Die-Hard Breakfast speaker on Sunday morning.

A Proposal for the Business Session

It's been noted in the past that the LPNM doesn't have an actual platform. My proposal is to 
change that. Basically, it would be added to Article I of the LPNM State Constitution and 
Bylaws – 

1.6 – PLATFORM

a) The LPNM's platform is as follows:

The Libertarian Party of New Mexico supports reducing the size, scope and power of 
government at all levels and on all issues, and opposes increasing the size, scope 
and power of government at any level, for any purpose.

b) Notwithstanding any other or subsequent provisions for amendment to these bylaws,
the  LPNM's  platform,  and  the  entirety  of  this  article,  shall  be  perpetual  and 
unmodifiable.

Richardson's Future Up in the Air?

Governor Richardson, yep, that's right, King Bill, or as I like to refer to him, Sir Spend-It-All 
or Wild Bill, is currently the subject of a federal grand jury investigation headed by the FBI. 
The reason for the probe? It seems that a company named CDR Financial that made about 
Ø100,000 worth of donations to the King's aborted 2008 presidential campaign received a 
juicy deal or two from State government.

How  does  this  affect  his  nomination  to  be  Herr  God-Emperor  Obama's  Commerce 
Secretary? This could derail  that nomination, especially considering that the governor of 
Illinois, Rod Blagojevich, is fighting not only for his political life but to stay out of prison in 
relation to his “procedure” for filling the U.S. Senate seat vacated by The Barack.

While Richardson might get to serve out the remainder of his term as Governor, this could 
derail the prospective bid by Dipstick Denish for the spot, as she's connected to him by way 
of the fact that she's the Light Governor while he's warming the First Chair.
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Notes from the Editor
by Mike Blessing [ mikewb1971@gmail.com ]
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Calendar
Special Events

2009 Annual State Convention

The 2009 LPNM State Convention is scheduled for the weekend of 
17-19  April  2009  for  the  Alamogordo  area  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
Express. See page 5 for more.

LPNM Central Committee Meeting – 12 April 2009

The LPNM's Central Committee will  have its regularly scheduled 
meeting  on  Sunday,  19  April  2009,  following  the  Annual  State 
Convention.  County  and  Campus  Contacts  encouraged  to 
attend!

Regular Events

Wednesday,  7 January – Otero County LP meeting.  Contact  Dr. 
Gilberto  Heredia  for  more  information  [  thrill@zianet.com  / 
575-439-8234 ].

Thursday,  8 January and 22 January – Bernalillo County Liberty 
Forum  meets  in  Albuquerque,  6:00  to  7:00  PM  at  Fiesta's 
Restaurant & Lounge (Carlisle & Montogomery NE). Contact Mike 
Blessing for details [ mikewb1971@gmail.com  / 505-918-6567].

Monday, 12 January – The Santa Fe County LP meets at the South 
Library  at  6:30  PM.  Contact  Ed  Nagel  for  details  [ 
ed123nagel@aol.com / 505-474-0300 ].

Ed specified these directions for the South Library –

Although the mailing address is on Jaguar St, the best way 
to get there is to turn south off Airport Rd onto Country Club 
Rd  (by  the  golf  course),  proceed  6  tenths  of  a  mile  to 
Valentine  Way,  and  make  a  left  (heading  east),  and  an 
immediate right into the parking lot of the South Library.

Wednesday, 14 January – The Dona Ana County Libertarians will 
meet. Those interested are invited to attend and to contact Siebert 
Ickler  [  lpdacnm@lpnm.us  /  575-541-9079  ]  for  information  on 
location and time.

Tuesday, 27 January – The Sandoval County Libertarian Party will 
meet  –  contact  Ron  Bjornstad  [  rbjornstad@earthlink.net  / 
505-288-4228 ] for details.

TV Shows – Channel 27 in Albuquerque
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7PM
myspace.com/nmhemptv

The One Party State – Wednesdays at 11PM
Contact Lance Klafeta [ lklafeta@yahoo.com ] for details

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6PM
myspace.com/reeferheadtv

The Fringe Element
thefringeelement.net / postpubco.com
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Field Reports
From County Contacts

Bernalillo  –  The BCLP is hosting two meetings per  month.  For 
more information, see the BCLP website – lpnm.us/bernalillo. See 
xanga.com/kcufmedia for more information concerning The Weekly 
Sedition and New Mexico's Consumer Advocate.

Paul Gessing and Rio Grande Foundation have just established  a 
social-networking  site  for  small-l  libertarians  called  New  Mexico 
Liberty –  newmexicoliberty.com is the URL. This is in addition to 
other  activities,  which  can  be  found  at  the  RGF's  site  – 
riograndefoundation.org.  Paul  Gessing  and  Jim  Scarantino  have 
launched a radio show on JOY 1550 AM, along the lines of  the 
libertarian-oriented show that Bob Finch was seeking sponsors for.

Mark Curtis has taken over manning a table at the NMGCA gun 
shows at the Manuel Lujan Building at the State Fairgrounds.

Dona  Ana  –  The  LPDAC  Central  Committee  has  been  having 
monthly meetings, as well as an information table at the Las Cruces 
Farmer's  Market.  See  the  LPDAC  website  for  details  – 
lpnm.us/dona-ana.

Otero  – The Otero County LP recently established its website  – 
lpnm.us/otero – and will be hosting this year's state convention in 
April.

Sandoval – The LPSC is having its monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month.

Ron Bjornstad  hosted the LPNM's  Road-To-Freedom Motorcycle 
Raffle at the Farmington Civic Center on 15 December 2008. The 
lucky  winner  of  the  motorcycle  was  LPNM  Founder  Margaret 
Mathers.

Margaret Mathers and Ron Bjornstad

We sold a couple more tickets at the drawing for a total of about 
$12,700  total.  The  M4-pattern  rifle  raffled  off  by  the  San  Juan 
County LP was won by someone from the Four Corners area.

Santa Fe –  Ed Nagel is working on organizing an LPNM county 
affiliate for Santa Fe County. Contact him at ed123nagel@aol.com 
or call him at 505-471-6928. He'd appreciate any help he can get.

http://lpnm.us/otero
http://riograndefoundation.org/
http://newmexicoliberty.com/
mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com


Know What You’re Talking About

The  more  and  better  educated  we  are  in  the  philosophies  of 
freedom and collectivism, the more and better we can articulate the 
case for individual liberty and identify any proposal or policy that 
promulgates  political  paternalism.  Furthermore,  the  greater  our 
knowledge and power of articulation in these matters, the more we 
will  seem  the  type  of  person  that  others  may  be  interested  in 
listening to and learning from. No one turns to someone who seems 
not to know what he is talking about, or who cannot persuasively 
explain the issues involved in any discussion.

Since none of us can become masters of everything, each of us 
must find that niche where our interest, inclination, and ability give 
us the greatest comparative dvantage. And where, precisely, is that 
niche?  Each  person  must  answer  that  for  himself,  sometimes 
discovering it only through trial and error.

We also need to appreciate that the same argument for freedom 
will not work equally on every person we talk to. There is no single 
button to push to get  others to  see the cogency of  the freedom 
philosophy.  Some  will  find  persuasive  an  argument  about  the 
“fundamental rights of man.” Others may be more like the man from 
Missouri,  who  says  “show  me.”  For  such  a  person,  a  more 
“utilitarian”  argument  about  the  market’s  ability  to  “deliver  the 
goods” or handle various “social problems” better than any form of 
state  intervention  will  carry  greater  persuasive  force.  Still  others 
might be more easily reasoned with by historical examples of how 
free markets and free men have successfully operated in the past, 
compared  to  government  control  and  regulation  in  more 
contemporary times.

In responding to people in discussion or debate, each of us must 
find  that  arena of  ideas  in  which  we  feel  most  comfortable  and 
knowledgeable. Likewise, each of us must find those people in our 
circle of friends, family members, co-workers, and associates who 
seem most likely to be open and receptive to what we have to say. 
Surely, no one can know this other than each of us as individuals in 
our respective corners of society. 

Leonard Read also reminded us that no one likes it if it seems that 
something is  being pushed down his  throat.  Our enthusiasm for 
making the case for freedom should be tempered with patience and 
appreciation  that  for  many  the  full  implications  of  freedom  and 
responsibility take time to absorb and accept.

At  the end of  the day,  if  freedom is achieved it  will  be done by 
winning over enough people one person at a time through reason, 
persuasion, and example. It is not an easy task, but it is the only 
way that  is consistent  with  the principles of  freedom we hold so 
dear.

Richard Ebeling (rebeling@fee.org) is president of FEE. His latest  
book is Austrian Economics and the Political Economy of Freedom 
(Elgar).
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There Is No Central Plan for Winning Liberty
Published in The Freeman: Ideas on Liberty – January 2004 

by Richard M. Ebeling [ reberling@fee.org ]
fee.org/vnews.php?nid=5718

People  who  become  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  freedom 
philosophy  often  ask  how  the  case  for  individual  liberty,  free 
markets,  and   constitutionally  limited  governments  can  be 
successfully spread across the land. How can it triumph over the 
prevailing system of governmental paternalism?

In  frustration  and  despair  they  point  out  that  the  interventionist-
welfare state has its advocates and indoctrinators everywhere in 
society. Whether they are in the overnment-run schools, or on the 
television news shows and in the pages of newspapers and mass-
circulation magazines, or in the pulpits of too many of our churches, 
or  in  armies  of  special-interest  groups  feeding  at  the  trough  of 
government spending – no matter where we turn the supporters of 
intrusive, regulating, redistributive government dominate the arena 
of ideas and the battlefield of politics. 

To  defeat  these  forces  of  political  coercion  and  control,  it  is 
sometimes said, we have to devise a strategy and plan of action to 
which all friends of freedom must apply themselves. In other words, 
it is implied that the proponents of limited government and the free-
market  society  must  design  a  central  plan  for  winning  liberty  in 
which everyone must find his place, like a cog in the machinery 
advancing the cause of freedom. In fact, there is not, nor can there 
be, such a central plan for winning liberty.

We  need  to  remember  why  socialist  central  planning  was 
unworkable  and  inevitably  bound  to  fail.  During  the  heyday  of 
collectivism in  the first  half  of  the  twentieth  century,  free-market 
economists like Ludwig von Mises and F. A. Hayek swam against 
the intellectual and ideology currents of the time and showed that 
socialism  lacked  the  ability  to  solve  the  most  fundamental  of 
economic  problems.  They  explained  that  no  matter  how  well-
intentioned, knowledgeable, and wise we might assume the central 
planners to  be,  they could never  have sufficient  information and 
insight to know all  they’d  need to know to plan all  the economic 
activities of all the people in any contemporary society.

Hayek, in particular, emphasized that in any society in which there 
is  a  division of  labor  there is,  by necessity,  a  matching division 
informed,  knowledgeable,  and  expert  about,  at  most,  handful  of 
things, while remaining ignorant about all the other aspects of life 
on which our social, intellectual, and material well-being depends. 
The superiority of the free market is that it leaves each individual at 
liberty to apply his knowledge, abilities, and creativity as he sees fit, 
yet  at  the same time succeeds in coordinating all  that  everyone 
does  through  the  incentives  of  profit  and  loss  and  the 
communication  network  of  the  competitively  generated  price 
system.

How,  then,  can  we  ever  expect  to  win  liberty  through  central 
planning?  We  would  be  handicapping  all  our  efforts  by 
subordinating them to the knowledge, wisdom, and insight of those 
who would construct the blueprint to which the rest of us would be 
required to more or less conform. The goal of establishing the free 
society  can  never  be  achieved  through  the  application  of  such 
collectivist methods.

The methodology of winning freedom was a topic to which Leonard 
Read, the founder of FEE, devoted a lot of his attention over the 
decades. He reminded us that the one over whom we each have 
the most influence is oneself. To succeed in this battle of ideas we 
must begin with a process of self-education. Each of us, to the best 
of our abilities, must learn and master the meaning of freedom in its 
various social, economic, and political aspects. This also requires 
us to clearly comprehend the meaning of collectivism, regardless of 
whether  it  is  called  socialism,  communism,  fascism, 
interventionism, welfare-statism, the “middle way,” or “liberalism.”

YOUR ADVERTISING HERE?

CONTACT THE EDITOR OR
SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS

or EMAIL mikewb1971@gmail.com

mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com
mailto:rebeling@fee.org?Subject=Re: There Is No Central Plan for Winning Liberty


Everyone needs to find some laws to ignore – and it's not as if there 
is  not  a  vast  array  of  immoral  or  unconstitutional  or  just  plain 
perverse laws to choose from. This of course is not without risk, but 
often the risk is quite minimal. Just as the farmer counts on the 
cow's cooperation to stay inside the fence (few fences could stand 
against  a  determined  cow),  the  ruling  class  depends  on  the 
cooperation of human cattle to stay within narrowly defined bounds, 
so  they  can  most  efficiently  parasitize  us.  Well  then,  stop 
cooperating.  The fences start  to  have larger and larger  holes in 
them, that the fencing crews cannot keep up with.

There  was  an  animated  movie  years  ago  called  Chicken  Run, 
where one chicken named Ginger tries to organize a mass escape 
from the farm. A line in that movie has stayed with me. It's when 
Ginger is trying to talk her reluctant compatriots into escaping. She 
says, "You know what the problem is. The fences aren't just 'round 
the farm. They're up here – in your heads."
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THE LIBERTARIAN ENTERPRISE
Number 500, 4 January 2009

Humans as Livestock
by Paul Bonneau [ 1.paulbx1@dfgh.net ]

ncc-1776.org/tle2009/tle500-20090104-03.html

Attribute to The Libertarian Enterprise

Stefan Molyneux has put out a remarkable video that takes a look 
at  the  human condition.  It  explains  why  many of  us  have  been 
feeling like we are being treated like livestock lately. Human society 
is a farm, with the ruling class as the farmers and the rest of us as 
cattle.

Outside of a quibble about his treatment of religion, I think he has 
hit the nail on the head. The ruling class may well  look at us as 
cattle;  but  on  the  other  hand,  we  look  at  the  ruling  class  as 
parasites,  don't  we?  Too  bad  the  ruling  class  owns  the 
indoctrination centers (government schools); but different ways of 
looking at the world still leak out, particularly today with the Internet, 
as Molyneux' video demonstrates. Please propagate it further.

We can take the farm analogy a little further. My wife owns a herd 
of horses for her dude ranch; but not a single stallion, because a 
stallion is too much trouble, too wild, impossible to derive income 
from.  The  farm/ranch  has  various  tools  to  turn  stallions  into 
geldings,  which  are  then  much  easier  to  control.  What  are  the 
corresponding  tools  in  human  society,  for  emasculating  us, 
dehorning us, etc? Government schools are the primary example 
(replacing simple enforced ignorance, a livestock management tool 
used previously). Gun control is another.

Farms have fences, corrals and chutes, to keep animals in, keep 
them out of certain areas, direct them into certain places and hold 
them. The human equivalent? Laws and jails. And the equivalent of 
a farm fencing crew is the legislature.

Another form of fencing is personal debt.

Of course analogies break down at some point. A real fencing crew 
does  the  minimum  possible  (due  to  cost  and  effort)  to  control 
animals,  and  even  removes  fences  occasionally;  while  the 
legislature seems to have little natural disincentive to produce ever 
more laws.

A good farmer tries to inspect and keep his animals healthy, so as 
to maximize their productivity. And we see the same behavior in the 
ruling class with  their  silly  seatbelt  laws,  smoking bans, "war  on 
some drugs," TSA groping, road blocks and so forth.

Strangely  though,  the  ruling  class  is  also  the  largest  waster  of 
human  life,  through  wars  and  internal  police  predation.  How to 
reconcile this urge they have to "care" for us with their tendency to 
waste our lives? Well, maybe it is "culling the herd", getting rid of 
troublemakers,  and  so  forth.  Perhaps,  in  wars,  we  are  used for 
sport as well; just as animals may be so used. The main connection 
between these two tendencies of the ruling class, though, is that 
they own us.

As Molyneux points out, knowledge of the way the world works is a 
good antidote to this control. Another I would recommend is simple 
lawbreaking.

Now, everybody does this to some extent; for example, exceeding 
the speed limit.  But these freedom muscles need more exercise 
than  that.  Why  is  it,  for  example,  that  the  first  thing  new 
homeschoolers  want  to  do,  is  register  with  the  state—the same 
entity they are escaping from? This is plain silly.

mailto:1.paulbx1@dfgh.net
http://ncc-1776.org/tle2009/tle500-20090104-03.html


Libertarian Party of New Mexico
2009 Annual State Convention

Alamogordo, New Mexico
Friday, 17 April – Sunday, 19 April

Please begin planning now to attend our LPNM 2009 State Convention, to be held at the Holiday Inn Express in 
sunny Alamogordo, located at 100 Kerry Ave. 575-34-9773 is their phone number.

The following convention program is tentative, and should be finalized by the time of the April newsletter.

FRIDAY EVENING

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM No-Host Cocktails and Networking

7:00 PM – 9:30 PM Welcome Program
Opening Address: State Chariman Jay Vandersloot

SATURDAY

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Registration, Coffee & Rolls, Networking

9:00 AM – 11:30 PM Speaker / Panel (to be determined)

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM LPNM Annual Business Meeting (open to the public, but only LPNM caucus members may 
make motions or vote)

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Speaker / Panel (to be determined)

4:30 PM – 5:30 PM Speaker / Panel (to be determined)

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM Banquet 
Keynote Address – 
Fund Raiser Auction

SUNDAY MORNING

8:00 AM – 9:30 AM Diehard Breakfast Buffet (scrambled eggs, meats, fruit, rolls, coffee, juice)
Closing Address (Speaker to be determined)
Adjourn the Convention

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM State Central Committee Meeting
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In  fact,  we  challenge  supporters  of  these  projects  to  provide 
evidence  that  these  projects  actually  benefit  a  majority  of  New 
Mexico taxpayers who will  be footing the bill.  After all,  with  New 
Mexico facing a half-billion dollar deficit, even worthy programs and 
projects are on the chopping block. Shouldn’t we at least begin by 
cutting programs like those outlined in our report?  

The aforementioned are only a handful of the dozens of projects 
included in the “2008 New Mexico Piglet Book” which is available 
for free on our website at www.riograndefoundation.org. I urge you 
to take a look at it and make sure that your legislators know that 
they should cut wasteful spending rather than raising taxes in order 
to close the budget deficit.  

Paul Gessing is president of the Rio Grande Foundation, a non-
partisan,  tax-exempt  research  and  educational  organization  
dedicated  to  promoting  prosperity  for  New  Mexico  based  on  
principles of limited government, economic freedom and individual 
responsibility.

THE LIBERTARIAN ENTERPRISE
Number 500, 4 January 2009

Think We're Free?
(For those that still think we might be)

by A. R. Salyer [ reid1496@yahoo.com ]
ncc-1776.org/tle2009/tle500-20090104-06.html

Attribute to The Libertarian Enterprise

Think we're free? Try sending your child to your local government 
indoctrination camp (public schools) without paperwork confirming 
their latest round of vaccines.

Think we're  free? Try to open a bank account without  having to 
show your government issued "papers".

Think  we're  free?  Try  making  "too  many"  withdrawls  from  you 
savings account during a month and see what happens.

Think we're free? Try telling the policeman at the next road block 
you stop at you refuse to show your government issued "papers" 
based on your 4th Amendment rights.

Think  we're  free?  Check  your  paystub  and  see  how much  you 
"contribute" to the government.

Think we're free? Walk into a courtroom carrying a modern military 
pattern battle rifle and a sidearm and try telling them it is well within 
your 2nd Amendment rights to do so.

After-Christmas Sale
by John Trever of the Albuquerque Journal

24 December 2008
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Plenty of Wasteful Spending in NM Budget
Paul Gessing [ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

13 December 2008
tinyurl.com/8s4zg6 

According to the latest numbers, New Mexico faces a $454 million 
budget  shortfall.  For  just  the  third  time in  20  years,  revenue  is 
expected to decline during the current budget year. Certainly, the 
ongoing financial crisis and subsequent rapid drop in oil and gas 
prices  are  at  the  heart  of  the  issue,  but  the  good  times  were 
destined to come to an end for New Mexico which had been living 
beyond its means for several years.

Under Governor Richardson alone, who took over as Governor in 
2003, general fund spending has jumped from $3.9 billion to $6.0 
billion  where  it  stands  today.  That  is  an  astounding  increase  of 
more than 50 percent in six short years. Given such rapid growth, 
New Mexico should be able to rely on spending cuts rather than tax 
increases to fill the current spending gap.

The thesis that spending must be the focus of efforts to close the 
budget deficit is central to our recently-released “2008 Piglet Book” 
which outlines wasteful and unnecessary spending here in the Land 
of Enchantment. The piglet book which is a joint project of the Rio 
Grande  Foundation  and  the  Washington,  DC-based  Citizens 
Against  Government  Waste,  both  illustrates  some  of  the  most 
egregious government programs and projects of recent years and 
provides dozens of ideas for elected officials who might be looking 
to save money and maintain their state’s financial solvency.

No  list  of  wasteful  spending  would  be  complete  without  first 
mentioning the $400 million Rail  Runner ($20 million annually to 
operate) and the $225 million Spaceport America, both of which are 
extremely costly and benefit relatively small groups of people given 
their  overall  cost. But did you know that  taxpayers are spending 
$200,000  to  equip  the  men’s  and  women’s  golf  teams  at  the 
University  of  New Mexico?  I  love  golf,  but  with  only  23 players 
combined on the two teams, this comes to $8,700 per golfer. That 
seems a bit high for even the finest golf clubs and bags.

There is plenty of money for athletic programs spread throughout 
recent capital outlay bills including more than $2 million for a single 
golf course in San Juan County. Human athletes don’t receive all 
the subsidies, however. Governor Richardson recently affirmed that 
the state  plans to  move forward  with  a  $22.3 million  equestrian 
facility, but plans to move it to the state fairgrounds in Albuquerque.

There are plenty of other troubling projects sprinkled throughout the 
budget and around the state that the average taxpayer would likely 
consider wasteful:

• $500,000 was appropriated to acquire property and equipment 
to subsidize logging in San Miguel County;

• $200,000  to  purchase  a  dump truck  and  other  construction 
equipment,  including  a  grader,  bulldozer,  and  front-end 
loaders, for the Pueblo of Picuris in Taos County. According to 
the 2000 Census, the Pueblo had a population of 86;

• $800,000 to develop the site for and plan, design and construct 
a garden and outdoor learning center at San Juan College in 
Farmington.

There is no doubt that each of these projects has their supporters. 
After  all,  without  support  from a  legislator  or  the governor,  they 
would never have been passed into law. That minimum of support 
doesn’t mean that these projects are not “pork” or that they are not 
inherently wasteful.

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity

http://ncc-1776.org/tle2009/tle500-20090104-06.html
mailto:reid1496@yahoo.com
mailto:pgessing@riograndefoundation.org
http://tinyurl.com/8s4zg6


County Contacts

Bernalillo – lpnm.us/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / mikewb1971@gmail.com

Colfax
Richard Moore – 575-377-6849 / myliberty@mail.com

Dona Ana – lpnm.us/dona-ana
Siebert Ickler – 575-541-9079 / lpdacnm@lpnm.us

Lea
Christina Groth – 575-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 575-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 575-531-2556 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com

Otero – lpnm.us/otero  
Gilberto Heredia – 575-439-8234 / thrill@zianet.com

Roosevelt
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

San Juan – sjclp.org
Gary Wood – zang5775@msn.com

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Santa Fe
Ed Nagel – 505-471-6928 / ed123nagel@aol.com

Valencia
Abran Gabaldon – 505-864-6870 / abran_d@yahoo.com

LPNM Vacancies

Central Committee (2)

District 3 Representative, Seat A

County Contacts (20)

Catron / Chaves / Cibola / Curry / De Baca / Eddy / Grant
Guadalupe / Harding / Hidalgo / McKinley / Mora / Quay

Rio Arriba / San Miguel / Sierra / Socorro / Taos / Torrance / Union

College Contacts (3)

Eastern New Mexico University (Portales)
New Mexico State University (Las Cruces)

New Mexico Tech (Socorro)
University of New Mexico (Various Campuses)
Western New Mexico University (Silver City)

Contact the state chair if you're interested in filling a slot.
If you don't, who will?
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LPNM Central Committee
Chair
Jay Vandersloot
505-362-1733 / yprocrastinate-emailme@yahoo.com

Vice Chair
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Secretary
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / mikewb1971@gmail.com

Treasurer
Richard Obergfell – 505-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Bob Finch – 765-412-2374 / nmlibertarian@gmail.com

At-Large Representative, Seat B
Allen Cogbill – 505-662-7833 / acogbill@geopotential.com

District 1 Representative, Seat A
John Pfersich – 505-301-2601 / jpfersich@gmail.com

District 1 Representative, Seat B
Mark Curtis – 505-256-1993 / macurtis@webtv.net

District 2 Representative, Seat A
Siebert Ickler – 575-541-9079 / lpdacnm@lpnm.us

District 2 Representative, Seat B
Gilberto Heredia – 575-439-8234 / thrill@zianet.com

District 3 Representative, Seat A
VACANT

District 3 Representative, Seat B
Mike Moss – 505-564-4905 / mmoss@plumbersoft.com

Membership Coordinator
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

Media Director
Bob Finch – 765-712-2374 / nmlibertarian@gmail.com

Campus Contacts
Central New Mexico Community College [CNM]
groups.myspace.com/cnmlibertarians
Mike Blessing – 505-918-6567 / mikewb1971@gmail.com

College of Santa Fe
Morgan Wells – mwells109@gmail.com

Internet Resources
Official Website – lpnm.us

LPNM Forum – groups.yahoo.com/group/lpnm-forum
Caucus membership required, per the Central Committee

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss
Open forum (unmoderated for the most part)

Blog – lpofnm.blogspot.com

Facebook group
new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=20233114967

Ning.com social utility – lpofnm.ning.com

Myspace group – groups.myspace.com/lpnm

http://lpofnm.ning.com/
http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=20233114967
http://lpofnm.blogspot.com/
mailto:mwells109@gmail.com
mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com
mailto:nmlibertarian@gmail.com
mailto:nmlibertarian@gmail.com
mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com
http://lpnm.us/otero
mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com


Subscriptions and Correspondence

For  a  print  subscription,  contact  Ron Bjornstad  for  details.  New 
Mexico Liberty will be posted to the web, in PDF format, to the Files 
section of the Google group I’ve set up for it –

groups.google.com/group/nmliberty

If you are moving or change your mailing address, please use keep 
us in the loop so we can keep your New Mexico Liberty coming to 
you – contact Ron Bjornstad [ rbjornstad@earthlink.net ] if you're a 
print version subscriber. Otherwise, contact the editor.

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty

Current rates for year-long spots

   Full page   Ø60.00
   Half page   Ø30.00
   Quarter page   Ø15.00

Business card Ø 8.00

Rates are subject  to change at  the discretion of  the editor.  The 
editor  will  do  his  best  to  make  any  such  changes  only  when 
absolutely necessary.

Inserts – For an insert into the PDF version that goes out over the 
internet, contact the editor at email address . For an insert into the 
print  edition,  contact  Ron  Bjornstad  at  email  address 
rbjornstad@earthlink.net or phone number 505-288-4228.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by Boston T. 
Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic (such as email), the 
acronym “FRN” will be used by the editor. See javelinpress.com for 
more  information.  Also  see  the  Wikipedia  page  for  “Federal 
Reserve Note” – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE – lpnm.us

LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS
AND PHONE NUMBER

918 Ivory Road SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124

505-288-4228

If the date on your mailing label reads before 10/01/08, it's time 
to renew your LPNM membership.

THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To  the  first  person  to  write  a  logical  and  documented  essay 
showing one of the following to be compatible with the Declaration 
of Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992

Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992
USA PATRIOT Act of 2001

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

This challenge is also on the web at tinyurl.com/hn982

To claim your prize, contact
Mike Blessing at 505-918-6567 or

send an email to  mikewb1971@gmail.com 
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Administrivia
by Mike Blessing, Editor

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter to the 
editor, or timely information that you think belongs in the newsletter,
please send it along. I can be contacted at 505-918-6567, or just 
send it to email address mikewb1971@gmail.com.

When sending your submission as an MS Word (or Open Office 
Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like this is. Margins 
should be quarter-inch (0.25”) around, with no headers or footers. If 
you send it in a text-only format, make it clear to me if you want 
anything  in  bold  type,  underlined,  in  italics,  struck-through, 
different  colors, etc. I’m not telepathic here, so help me out. And 
NO Wordperfect files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest  quality 
graphics you can – email them to me at the address above, and I’ll 
do what I can to get them in the next issue. In particular, what I 
want  are pictures of  YOU the LPNM members,  either  at  LPNM-
sponsored events or at other peoples' events. Submission deadline 
for each issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the month.

Articles

As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer than a full
page) and topical. A bit of humor helps, especially for op-ed pieces.
What I'm really looking for in the way of articles is what's going on 
in the LPNM – what YOU the membership are up to in spreading 
the message. For example, an article about the stupidity, insanity 
and evil of the UN might get put in, depending on available space 
and the quality of the article. A group of LPNM members counter-
protesting the raising of a UN flag by the city council WILL get put 
in, and probably will get first priority.

Editorial Viewpoint

The basis for libertarian thought is the Zero Aggression Principle 
[ZAP] –

A libertarian is someone who believes that no human being 
has the right – under any circumstances – to initiate force 
against  another  human  being,  nor  to  threaten,  incite  or 
delegate its initiation.

New Mexico Liberty holds that Libertarian candidates, officeholders 
or appointed spokespersons at all levels of government or the Party
should refrain from advocating new or more restrictive laws, new or
more expensive spending programs, or new or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase from the medical profession, “First, do no harm.”

Submissions Policy

The editor reserves the right to refuse service to anyone for any
reason. The editor will most often be willing to explain any such
reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal to post an advertisement,
article, letter to editor, or anything else can be made to the LPNM's
State Chair, Central Committee and/or Judicial Council.

Copyright

Copyright © 2003–2008 Libertarian Party of New Mexico. All rights
reserved. Permission is explicitly granted for subscribers to recopy 
New Mexico Liberty  for non-commercial purposes, specifically as 
use as an outreach tool, provided that New Mexico Liberty is copied 
in its entirety. Use your imagination here.

mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com
mailto:mikewb1971@gmail.com


Libertarian Party of New Mexico
Enrollment / Renewal / Donation Coupon

(Please print in all areas)

Name ___________________________________ Address ____________________________________

City ___________________________ State ________ Zip ______________ Phone _______________

Email _______________________ Employer ____________________ Occupation _________________

[ ] I am registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico and wish to [ ] join or [ ] renew as a caucus 
member. I  am paying $25 annual dues. I  will  receive a one year (12 issues) subscription to the LPNM state 
newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” (the national “LP NEWS” IS NOT included) and I will have delegate status at state
conventions. I oppose the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals:

Signed _____________________________________________

[ ]  I am not registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico  and/or [ ]  I do not wish to sign the 
statement opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. I am paying $25.00 for a one year (12 
issues)  subscription  to  the  LPNM  state  newsletter  “New Mexico  Liberty”  (the  national  “LP  NEWS”  IS  NOT 
included). I understand that I will receive no other benefits.

[ ] I am making a DONATION to the LPNM in the amount of $ ________ to be applied as follows:

$_____ General Fund $_____ Chairman's Fund $_____ Major Player Fund $_____ Win One Fund

TOTAL of DUES or SUBSCRIPTION plus DONATION $_________ to be paid as follows:

[ ] by enclosed CHECK payable to “LPNM” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks)

[ ] by CREDIT CARD (circle one): VISA / MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Expires: ____/____

Signature: _____________________________________________

Government mandated notices:

● The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription cost is 
included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

● The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on all 
fundraising appeals.

● The Federal Election Commission requires us to ask for the employer and occupation of each individual 
whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party, the only political party working 
to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Offering concealed carry and three levels of defensive close quarter handgun 
training in the sunny Four Corners.

Located halfway between historic Durango, Colorado and Farmington, New 
Mexico,  we offer  small  classes  with  plenty  of  personalized  instruction,  25 
minutes from either destination.

Train  at  our new facilities including classroom, moving targets,  mechanial 
targets  and  a  shoot  house  at  a  private  range,  free  from  the  normal 
distractions.

Individual and small group sessions available upon request.

Call 505-634-1171 or visit our website at tacticalsolutionsinstitute.com.     

We believe in all of the Amendments to the Bill of Rights!
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http://tacticalsolutionsinstitute.com/

	SUNDAY MORNING

