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Libertarian Media from New Mexico
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

Hemp TV – Tuesdays at 7 PM
myspace.com/hemp_tv

The One Party State – Wednesdays at 11 PM
Contact Lance Klafeta [ lklafeta@yahoo.com ] for details

Reeferhead – Saturdays at 6 PM
myspace.com/reeferheadtv

The Fringe Element
thefringeelement.net / postpubco.com

The LPNM's Internet Resources
Official Website – lpnm.us

LPNM Discussion – groups.yahoo.com/lpnm-discuss

Blog – lpofnm.blogspot.com

Facebook group – facebook.com/groups/lp.of.nm/ 

YouTube channel – youtube.com/lpnmchair 

Events at a Glance
Bernalillo  County  –  The  BCLP  stages  one  no-host  dinner 
meeting per month, on Thursday, 5 April, 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the 
Copper Lounge (1504 Central SE – see here for a Google map: 
tinyurl.com/copperlounge).  Contact  Mike  Blessing  for  details  [ 
lpbcnm@gmail.com / 505-515-7015 ], or see the BCLP website 
– lpnm.us/bernalillo.

County Chair Mike Blessing is seeking the nomination for State 
Representative, District 16.

John Pfersich is  seeking  the  nomination  for  Bernalillo  County 
Commission, District 4.

Catron County – Elisheva Levin is seeking the nomination for 
State Representative, District 22.

If you live in a county with an inactive affiliate and want to 
get involved, contact the county chair. See Page 7 for a list 
of county chairs, campus contacts and Central Committee 
members.

Special Events
2012 Annual State Convention

Location – Quarters BBQ at 3700 Ellison NW in Albuquerque – 
see tinyurl.com/27rhyrn for map and directions.

Dates Friday, 20 April 2012, from 6 PM to 9 PM
(no-host social gathering)
Saturday, 21 April 2012, from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM.

Specific URL for Convention details (agenda, how to participate, 
etc.) – tinyurl.com/lpnm2012.

Central Committee Meeting, 10 June 2012
Location – Quarters BBQ at 3700 Ellison NW in Albuquerque – 
see  tinyurl.com/27rhyrn for  map  and  directions.  Caucus 
members  and  County  Chairs  are  encouraged  to  attend. 
Lunch at 12:00 PM, meeting from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM. Agendas 
will be posted online at  the LPNM's blog – lpofnm.blogspot.com.

Other Groups to Network With
Thursday,  19  April,  5:00  –  7:00  PM: The  Rio  Grande 
Foundation hosts Liberty on the Rocks in Albuquerque at Vivace 
(3118  Central  Ave  SE  –  see  here  for  a  Google  map: 
tinyurl.com/vivace-abqnm).

Wednesday,  25  April  2012,  6:30 – 8:00  PM: The Rio Grande 
Foundation  is  bringing  John  Stossel  back  to  Albuquerque’s 
Marriott Pyramid – tinyurl.com/ABQ-Pyramid-Hotel. See here for 
more – tinyurl.com/RGF-Stossel-2012.

For  details,  contact  Rio  Grande  Foundation  President  Paul 
Gessing – 

505-264-6090 / pgessing@riograndefoundation.org
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Governor Johnson Switches to Libertarian Party
Yes,  you  read  that  correctly.  Former  New  Mexico 
Governor Gary Johnson, twice elected as a Republican in 
a  state  that  where  Democrats  outnumber  Republicans 
two-to-one,  switched  to  the  LP  on  Wednesday,  28 
December 2011.

More  to  the  point,  he  filled  out  both  the  National 
membership  form  and  the  voter  registration  card  right 
there at the Roundhouse, with both myself  and National 
Chair Mark Hinkle watching. He didn’t give us any of the 
song-and-dance  that  previous  State  Chairs  got  from 
Russell Means and Alan Woodruff.

A few days  before the 28 December press conference, 
Slate political  columnist  and  reporter  David  Weigel 
emailed  me  about  it,  asking  me  to  confirm  whether 
Johnson would indeed switch to the LP. Remembering the 
LP’s  previous  experiences,  I  declined  to  make  that 
confirmation, but stated that Johnson would be more than 
justified in switching. My comments are here:

tinyurl.com/7njynbg

Similarly,  Steve  Terrell  of  the  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican 
asked for my thoughts, which are here:

tinyurl.com/7oa7z2w

As a result of this, I’ve received a few notices forwarded 
from National people making inquiries through the lp.org 
site.

We had a Special Convention on Thursday, 1 March 2012, 
where  we  elected  eight  delegates  and  eight  alternates 
from the LPNM to the National Convention. See here for 
details – 

tinyurl.com/lpnm2012sc / tinyurl.com/lpnm2012sc2 

Things may be looking up for the LP (and LPNM, as well), 
after  all.  After  all,  the  LP  has  never  before  attracted 
anyone with Johnson’s resumé in politics. As the GOP’s 
insiders seem bound and determined to shut out explicitly 
small-l  libertarian  candidates  (look  at  how  they  treated 
Johnson  this  year,  and  Adam  Kokesh  in  2010),  they 
simultaneously  take  the  libertarian  vote  for  granted,  as 
though Romney, Gingrich or Santorum somehow deserve 
our votes as a matter of mere existence.

Well,  we  saw  well  that  approach  works  in  the  past  – 
remember how George Bush was re-elected in 1992 after 
James Baker said “Where else are you gonna go?” to gun 
owners? How about when Bob Dole was elected in 1996?
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Voice of the Chair
by Mike Blessing

[ lpnm.chair@gmail.com ] 

“One must learn by doing the thing; though you think 
you know it, you have no certainty until you try.”
– Sophocles

First, the Bad News
It  looks  like  CV-2009-12562,  the  case  filed  against  the 
LPNM by Alan Woodruff in October, 2009, may at long last 
be  over.  Steve  Curtis,  the  LPNM’s  attorney,  told  us 
(myself, Jay Vandersloot, Ron Bjornstad and Bob Finch) 
that  Woodruff  had  exhausted  all  of  the  claims  that  he 
could make against us, and that Judge Valerie Huling just 
wants to end the case and not hear from either the LPNM 
or Woodruff again.

Still,  Judge  Huling  didn’t  award  the  LPNM  a  penny  in 
liquidated damages or attorney’s fees, as was specified in 
the 11 January Stipulated Final Order (signed by Judge 
Huling on 9 February 2011). Nor did she take any other 
sort  of  action  against  Woodruff,  such  as  finding him in 
contempt  of  court  for  repeatedly  interrupting  her  during 
proceedings,  dragging  his  feet  on  complying  with  the 
Stipulated Final Order, and playing word games with the 
court.

That  leaves  the  LPNM  in  the  position  of  paying  the 
remaining legal fees incurred by Steve Curtis in fighting off 
Woodruff  on our behalf.  This is to the tune of  Ø15,000. 
That’s on top of what the LPNM has already spent from its 
treasury and borrowed from Ron Bjornstad, Allen Cogbill, 
Bob  Finch,  Siebert  Ickler,  Richard  Obergfell  and  Jay 
Vandersloot – which comes out to about Ø25,000.

In  short,  the  LPNM needs  a  sizable  chunk  of  change. 
Donations are hereby solicited.

See the other side of this page for some good news.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

The Law by Frederic Bastiat
See these pages – 

bastiat.org/en/the_law.html

jpfo.org/articles-assd/bastiat-the-law.htm

Also in PDF form –
jpfo.org/pdf02/bastiat-thelaw-2008.pdf  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

"Go ahead and do it, you can apologize later."
– RADM Grace Hopper, USN (Ret.)

“If we go forward, we die. If we retreat, we die. It is better 
to go forward.”
– Zulu proverb
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The recent announcement of  job cuts at the Los Alamos labs 
generated some interesting reactions from New Mexico’s political 
leaders. By and large, Democrats – even those representing the 
Los Alamos area – were supportive or understanding, while Gov. 
Martinez ripped the Obama Administration, calling the cuts a “by-
product of the dysfunction in Washington, D.C., and the inability 
to appropriately prioritize national defense and national security 
in federal spending decisions.”

I chalk up these reactions to politics. Democrats don’t want to be 
seen as bashing the Obama Administration while Gov. Martinez 
will take any chance she can to do so. But, neither side is really 
telling the full story.

The year-over-year cut to the Los Alamos Labs’ budget is $300 
million out of  a $2.2 billion budget.  That is a cut  of  nearly 14 
percent  and is  significant  to  the Labs.  However,  in  the grand 
scheme of the federal budget which was $1.3 trillion in the red in 
FY 2012, it is a drop in the bucket.

The  major  components  of  the  federal  budget  include  military 
spending  (20%),  Social  Security  (20%),  health  care  spending 
(Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP) 21%, and interest on the debt (6%). 
Any  federal  budget  plan  that  fails  to  dramatically-reform  and 
reduce the size of these so-called “big three” programs is not a 
serious plan. Falling into national defense as these cuts do, they 
could represent a move toward more substantive cuts.

Democrats,  if  they  are  really  serious  about  cutting  spending, 
need to push the Obama Administration to do a whole lot more 
cutting  than  he  seems willing  to  do.  It  also  means that  Gov. 
Martinez and state and local politicians throughout New Mexico 
can and should get ready for more cuts in federal funds flowing 
to the state. After all, New Mexico receives approximately $3.35 
from  the  feds  for  every  $1  we  pay  in  federal  taxes.  Some 
reduction in that ratio is inevitable.

With that austere outlook, why would I dare say that the prospect 
of a massive reduction in federal spending is an opportunity for 
New Mexico?  Simply put,  it  is  time for  political  leaders  of  all 
parties  here  in  New  Mexico  to  understand  that  economic 
development must be driven by the private sector. Government 
(and oil and gas) have been driving the New Mexico economy 
for the better part of our 100 years of statehood.

If  the federal government could pump enough money into our 
state to make us wealthy, we would have been wealthy decades 
ago. Instead, we are among the poorest states in the nation. In 
part, this is because our political leadership has not had to make 
the tough decisions to make our state more competitive. It is also 
true  that  while  the Labs  (both  Sandia  and Los  Alamos)  have 
“spun-off” various technologies to the private sector, the smartest 
people in our state have been working behind a wall of secrecy 
for the federal government, not in their garages (a la Bill Gates 
and Steve Jobs) to develop the latest and greatest home-grown 
technologies.

It  is  the  Microsofts,  Googles,  and  Apples  of  this  world  that 
generate prosperity. These companies grow, creating the need 
for new suppliers and inevitably spinoffs that may become major 
businesses on their own. This is not to discount what the Labs 
mean  to  New Mexico,  but  it  is  to  address  the  facts  that  the 
federal budget is broken and that private sector growth can and 
must fill the gap.

So, I’d like to have seen a press release from Gov. Martinez say 
something along these lines: “We in New Mexico have long been 
beneficiaries of federal largess. But, with the federal government 
in dire  fiscal  shape, we encourage Washington to get serious 
about cutting spending. We in New Mexico, at the same time, 
need to enact more free market policies in order to become more 
prosperous.”

The answer  to  funding  cuts  at  the  Labs  and to  other  federal 
installations in  the future is not  to complain  about  the lack of 
seniority of our representatives. Rather, it is to remind ourselves 
that the laws of mathematics and economics cannot be repealed 
or altered for our benefit. 

Paul  Gessing  is  the  President  of  New  Mexico’s  Rio  Grande 
Foundation. The Rio Grande Foundation is an independent, non-
partisan,  tax-exempt  research  and  educational  organization  
dedicated  to  promoting  prosperity  for  New Mexico  based  on  
principles  of  limited  government,  economic  freedom  and 
individual responsibility.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
ACLU Comment on Eric Holder Speech on

Targeted Killing Program
http://tinyurl.com/ACLU-2012-03-05 

5 March 2012

NEW  YORK –  In  a  speech  today at  Northwestern  University 
School of Law, Attorney General Eric Holder spoke on national 
security issues and addressed the government’s targeted killing 
program.

“While the speech is a gesture towards additional transparency, 
it  is  ultimately  a  defense of  the government’s  chillingly broad 
claimed  authority  to  conduct  targeted  killings  of  civilians, 
including  American  citizens,  far  from  any  battlefield  without 
judicial review or public scrutiny,” said Hina Shamsi, director of 
the American  Civil  Liberties  Union’s  National  Security  Project. 
“Few  things  are  as  dangerous  to  American  liberty  as  the 
proposition that the government should be able to kill  citizens 
anywhere  in  the  world  on  the  basis  of  legal  standards  and 
evidence that are never submitted to a court,  either before or 
after the fact. Anyone willing to trust President Obama with the 
power to secretly declare an American citizen an enemy of the 
state and order his extrajudicial killing should ask whether they 
would be willing to trust the next president with that dangerous 
power.”

The  ACLU  has  filed  a  lawsuit  to  enforce  its  Freedom  of 
Information Act lawsuit  seeking information about the targeted 
killing program, but the Justice Department and the CIA have 
responded to the request by saying they can neither confirm nor 
deny the existence of any records.

“The  government  has  told  the  courts  that  its  targeted  killing 
program  is  so  secret  that  even  its  existence  can’t  be 
acknowledged,  but  that  proposition  can  no  longer  be  taken 
seriously. If the attorney general can discuss the targeted killing 
program  at  a  law  school,  then  the  administration  can  surely 
release  the  legal  memos  it  uses  to  justify  its  claimed  killing 
authority, and also defend its legal justifications in court,” Shamsi 
said.  “The  targeted  killing  program  raises  profound  legal  and 
moral  questions that should be subjected to public debate, and 
constitutional  questions  that  should  be  considered  by  the 
judiciary.”

More information about the ACLU’s FOIA lawsuit is available at:

aclu.org/national-security/anwar-al-awlaki-foia-request 
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N.M. Needs Private Sector
To Fill Federal Budget Gap

by Paul Gessing
[ pgessing@riograndefoundation.org ]

Sunday, 4 March 2012
tinyurl.com/RGF-2012-03-04

Liberty, Opportunity, Prosperity
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From L. Neil Smith's The Libertarian Enterprise

I've been too busy for a while to pay much attention to the news. 
When I do, it's just the same old garbage, cycled and recycled, 
and rerecycled.

For that reason, I didn't hear or see much about the shooting of 
some high  school  "children"  near  Cleveland,  Ohio  last  week. 
Allegedly, some other kid named T.J. Lane, disgruntled by bullies 
– the usual excuse these days for casting off the last remnants of 
civilization – or by his girlfriend being lured away from him (it 
depends on who you listen to), took an autopistol he had stolen 
to school (an institution itself totally funded by theft at gunpoint) 
and opened up inside the cafeteria.

So far, I've also successfully avoided hearing or seeing any of 
the round-heeled* media,  wringing their hands or asking each 
other – purely rhetorically; these vermin have no answers to this 
or  any other question – who or  what  really killed all  of  those 
helpless,  lovely "children".  Believe me,  I've heard it  all  before 
and I'm no longer interested.

But despite the phony answers, some real questions remain. Is 
the shooter, himself, to blame? Certainly. Nobody forced him to 
do it.  He stole somebody's  weapon,  took aim, and pulled the 
trigger all by himself.

How  about  his  parents?  Should  they  have  brought  him  up 
better? It's possible they're partly responsible. I'd have to know 
more. But  in general,  there comes a time, regardless of  what 
your  parents  were  like,  when  you  must  take  charge  –  and 
responsibility – for your own actions.

What about the public school system, that vicious authoritarian 
regime under which he, like many of the rest of us, was forced to 
suffer?

Absolutely.

Permit  me to  illustrate  with  yet  another  recent  event.  It  is  in 
Canada  that  we  find  an  answer  we  can  begin  work  with, 
although the problem, as you'll  soon recognize, is much more 
widely-spread than that.

There, in Kitchener, Ontario, a four-year-old girl (I remember my 
own daughter at four, and that makes this entire episode even 
more surrealistic that it seemed to begin with) drew a picture of a 
gun at school – whereupon her teachers, the administrators, and 
the local  blue-clad thugs went what can only be described as 
"batshit crazy", and wound up strip-searching and arresting the 
girl's father. Later on – being a Canadian and also too dumb to 
live  –  he  voluntarily  and  idiotically  allowed  these  agents  of 
cultural genocide to search his home.

Now in any school I'd voluntarily associate with (my daughter 
never set foot in any public school and shot her first gun at age 2 
1/2), this punk would have raised his weapon in the cafeteria and 
been  gunned  down  immediately  by  47  schoolmates  and  a 
handful of teachers. It's exactly the same safety "system" that 
would have saved the 9/11 airliners.

Instead, thanks to exercises in insanity like the one in Canada, 
kids  are  not  only  denied  the  means  of  self-defense,  they're 
punished harshly – along with their parents, it appears – for even 
thinking about them. I've said it before: to eliminate guns, you 
must first eliminate knowledge of guns; to eliminate knowledge 
of guns, you have to eliminate all knowledge. Which pretty much 
explains the public schools.

Even if this stupidity worked the way the establishment's victim 
disarmers want it to (it actually seems to have had the reverse 
effect – when I was grade school, little girls all drew pictures of 
horses,  which  means  the  policy  has  only  turned  guns  into 
objects  of  fascination  for  both  sexes  –  in  what  possible  way 
could  the  resulting  culture of  harmlessness  have made those 
kids in the cafeteria any safer?

Now  compare  this  pacifism  being  violently  imposed  on  our 
children and grandchildren at the "peasant" level, with the culture 
of  amoral,  bloody-handed  butchery  that  suffuses  the  upper 
political echelon of society.

State it  bluntly:  did  Internet  newsman Andrew Breitbart  die  of 
natural causes at age 43 (I was 47 when I had my first heart 
attack)  or  was  he  murdered  by  the  Obama  Administration 
because he  was  about  to  embarrass  it?  Someone suggested 
that  if  the  embarrassing  material  is  released,  that  means his 
death  was  inadvertent,  whereas  if  it  doesn't,  we  must  draw 
another conclusion. But we'll almost certainly never know.

However what's even more important – to everyone but the guy's 
poor family – is that we are all living now in a society which has 
been  sufficiently  decivilized  by  those  who  originally  swore  to 
protect and defend it, against all enemies, foreign and domestic, 
that asking such questions about Breitbart's (or anybody's) death 
is no longer unreasonable.

Regard the scene in its full ugliness: the American government 
routinely murders people  in  foreign lands whenever  the  whim 
catches  it.  Its  illegal  blockade  of  Iraq  caused  the  death  of 
500,000  childen  due  to  lack  of  food  and  medicine,  and  the 
repulsive Madeline Albright, the Secretary of State at the time, 
cheerfully declared "It was worth it".

At  the  same time,  the  government  has  spent  the  last  twenty 
years setting everything in place – most lately with the National 
Defense Authorization Act and what amounts to an outright ban 
on  public  protest  –  so  it  can  denounce  any  member  of  the 
Productive  Class  as  a  "terrorist"  and  act  acordingly.  Federal 
concentration  camps  are  up  and  running.  Did  we  think  they 
wouldn't use that power once they claimed it?

But getting back to he death of Andrew Breitbart, exactly what 
else  are  we  to  conclude  once  the  nation's  leader  –  almost 
certainly an illegal  immigrant  himself,  and a criminal  on many 
other counts, as well – asserts a right that he and his lawyers 
imagine he possesses to have any American secretly kidnapped, 
incarcerated, tortured, and murdered?

All without benefit of due process of law.

What  was  that  about,  if  not  individuals  like Andrew Breitbart? 
What else have the past twenty years been about, if not looking 
for  excuses  to  incite  violence  against  ordinary,  decent, 
productive Americans?

There has to be a price to pay for having deliberately established 
such a climate of fear in this once-great, once-free civilization, a 
stringent, Draconian penalty, under due process, for generating 
the miasma of state terrorism we're all forced to breathe in today. 
And, indeed, there is. Such a law is already in place and only 
wants enforcement by someone with the guts, balls, spine, and 
brains to do it.

That law, Title 18 of the United States Code, Sections 241 and 
242, decrees punishments for those within  the government  or 
outside  of  it,  convicted  of  depriving  individuals  of  their  rights 
"under color of law" –  which in this case means pretending to 
have the Constitutional  authority to  override the  Bill  of  Rights 
when such an authority doesn't exist.
 

[ Continued on Page 5 ]
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Thoughts On Some Current Events
by L. Neil Smith [ lneil@netzero.com ]

4 March 2012
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[ Continued from Page 4 ]

The law even provides for a death penalty.

Imagine a great court assembling in a little town in Pennsylvania, 
chosen for  its name:  Nuremberg.  Now imagine a new prison, 
windowless, featureless, two hundred stories tall, on the island of 
Alcatraz, all of it dedicated to solitary confinement reserved for 
politicians,  bureaucrats,  and  cops  guilty  of  violating  Title  18, 
Sections 241 and 242.

Nuremberg II.

Alcatraz II.

Good bumper stickers.

Then let thugs everywhere across the land know that this is what 
their future consists of, if they don't let us all get on with our own.

*  Somebody  asked  me  the  other  day  what  the  expression 
"round-heeled"  means.  In  my  parents'  time  it  meant  loose, 
promiscuous – the idea being that,  with round heels,  they fall 
over on their backs readily and spread their legs. I often refer to 
male news people as "gentlemen of the evening", "ladies of the 
evening" having been an expression for females of easy virtue. 
Does that mean I'm calling media personalities whores? Sure it 
does, and it's the nicest thing I've ever said about them.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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Owe The IRS?
Bill Would Suspend Passport Rights

For Delinquent Taxpayers
4 April 2012 11:57 AM – http://tinyurl.com/clc5nx

LOS  ANGELES  (CBS)  —  A  bill  authored  by  a  Southland 
lawmaker that could potentially allow the federal government to 
prevent  any  Americans  who  owe  back  taxes  from  traveling 
outside the U.S. is one step closer to becoming law.

Senate Bill 1813 was introduced back in November by Senator 
Barbara  Boxer  (D-Los  Angeles)  to  “reauthorize  Federal-aid 
highway  and  highway  safety  construction  programs,  and  for 
other purposes” .

After clearing the Senate on a 74 – 22 vote on March 14, SB 
1813 is now headed for a vote in the House of Representatives, 
where  it’s  expected  to  encounter  stiffer  opposition  among the 
GOP majority.

In addition to authorizing appropriations for federal transportation 
and infrastructure programs, the “Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the  21st  Century  Act”  or  “MAP-21”  includes  a  provision  that 
would  allow  for  the  “revocation  or  denial”  of  a  passport  for 
anyone with “certain unpaid taxes” or “tax delinquencies”.

Section 40304 of the Section 40304 of the legislation states that 
any  individual  who  owes  more  than  $50,000  to  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  may  be  subject  to  “action  with  respect  to 
denial, revocation, or limitation of a passport”.

The bill does allow for exceptions in the event of emergency or 
humanitarian situations or limited return travel to the U.S., or in 
cases when any tax debt is currently being repaid in a “timely 
manner” or when collection efforts have been suspended.

However,  there  does  not  appear  to  be any specific  language 
requiring a taxpayer to be charged with tax evasion or any other 
crime in order to have their passport revoked or limited — only 
that a notice of lien or levy has been filed by the IRS.

Boxer vowed last week to push House Republicans to pass the 
bipartisan transportation bill that would keep the Highway Trust 
Fund from going bankrupt.

“Thousands of businesses are at stake, and eventually we are 
talking about nearly three million jobs at stake,” she said in a 
statement. “There are many people on both sides of the aisle in 
the Senate who want to get our bill, MAP-21, passed into law, 
and I am going to do everything I can to keep the pressure on 
the Republican House to do just that.”

http://tinyurl.com/clc5nx


Administrivia
by Mike Blessing, Editor and Publisher

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces, a letter 
to the editor, or timely information that you think belongs in 
the newsletter, please send it along. I can be contacted at 
505-515-7015,  or  just  send  it  to  email  address 
mikewb1971@gmail.com.

When sending your submission as an MS Word (or Open 
Office Text) file, send it single-spaced in 9-pt Arial – like 
this is. Margins should be half-inch (0.5”) around, with no 
headers  or  footers.  If  you send it  in  a  text-only  format, 
make it  clear  to  me if  you want  anything in  bold type, 
underlined,  in italics, struck-through,  different  colors, etc. 
I’m  not  telepathic  here,  so  help  me  out.  And  NO 
Wordperfect files, NO .docx files – I can't open those.

Graphics  (pictures,  cartoons,  etc.)  –  send  the  highest 
quality  graphics  you  can  –  email  them  to  me  at  the 
address above, and I’ll do what I can to get them in the 
next issue. In particular, what I want are pictures of YOU 
the LPNM members, either at LPNM-sponsored events or 
at  other  peoples'  events.  Submission deadline  for  each 
issue – midnight, third Tuesday of the month.

Articles
As for writing your article, It should be concise (no longer 
than  a  full  page)  and  topical.  A  bit  of  humor  helps, 
especially for op-ed pieces. What I'm really looking for in 
the way of articles is what's going on in the LPNM – what 
YOU the membership are up to in spreading the message. 
For example, an article about the stupidity,  insanity and 
evil  of the UN might get put in, depending on available 
space  and  the  quality  of  the  article.  A group  of  LPNM 
members counter-protesting the raising of  a UN flag by 
the city council WILL get put in, and probably will get first 
priority.

Editorial Viewpoint
The basis  for  libertarian thought  is  the Non–Aggression 
Principle [ZAP] –

A  libertarian  is  someone  who  believes  that  no 
human  being  has  the  right  –  under  any 
circumstances  –  to  initiate  force  against  another 
human  being,  nor  to  threaten  or  delegate  its 
initiation.

New  Mexico  Liberty  holds  that  Libertarian  candidates, 
officeholders or appointed spokespersons at all levels of 
government  or the Party should refrain  from advocating 
new  or  more  restrictive  laws,  new  or  more  expensive 
spending  programs,  or  new  or  higher  taxes.  To 
paraphrase  from  the  medical  profession,  “First,  do  no 
harm.”

Submissions Policy
The editor reserves the right to refuse service to anyone 
for  any reason.  The editor  will  most  often be  willing to 
explain any such reasons. Appeals of the editor's refusal 
to  post  an  advertisement,  article,  letter  to  editor,  or 
anything else can be made to the LPNM's State Chair, 
Central Committee and/or Judicial Council. 

Copyright
Copyright  ©  2011,  Libertarian Party  of  New Mexico.  All 
rights  reserved.  Permission  is  explicitly  granted  for 
subscribers  to  recopy  New  Mexico  Liberty  for  non-
commercial purposes, specifically as use as an outreach 
tool. Use your imagination here.

Subscriptions and Correspondence
New Mexico Liberty  will  be posted  to  the web,  in  PDF 
format, to various locations – 

groups.yahoo.com/group/nmliberty/files/

tinyurl.com/4zfy482

Advertising in New Mexico Liberty
Current rates for year-long spots

Business card Ø10.00

Rates are subject to change at the discretion of the editor. 
The editor will do his best to make any such changes only 
when absolutely necessary.

Ø – The symbol for Federal Reserve Note(s), as used by 
Boston T. Party in his books. In plain-text message traffic 
(such as email), the acronym “FRN” will be used by the 
editor.  See  javelinpress.com for  more  information.  Also 
see  the  Wikipedia  page  for  “Federal  Reserve  Note”  – 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_Note.

THE LPNM OFFICIAL WEBSITE – lpnm.us 
LPNM OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS

AND PHONE NUMBER
918 Ivory Road SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124
505-288-4228

THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT CHALLENGE
CASH Ø10,000 PRIZE

To  the  first  person  to  write  a  logical  and  documented 
essay showing one of the following to be compatible with 
the Declaration of Independence:

Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906

Federal Communications Act of 1934
National Firearms Act of 1934

Banking Act of 1935
The Internal Revenue Code

Controlled Substances Act of 1970
RICO Act of 1970

Federal Elections Act of 1970
Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974

Plumbing Products Efficiency Act of 1992
Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1992

USA PATRIOT Act of 2001
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002

This challenge is also on the web at tinyurl.com/hn982 

To claim your prize, contact
Mike Blessing at 505-515-7015 or

send an email to mikewb1971@gmail.com
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LPNM Central Committee
Chair
Mike Blessing – 505-515-7015 / lpnm.chair@gmail.com

Vice Chair
Elisheva Levin – 575-773-4209 / elisheva@wildblue.net 

Secretary
Ron Bjornstad – 505-891-4541 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Treasurer 
John Pfersich – 505-850-9732 / jpfersich@gmail.com

District 1 Representative – VACANT

District 2 Representative
Bruce Levin – 575-773-4209

District 3 Representative
Allen Cogbill – 505-216-1611 / acogbill@geopotential.com

At-Large Representative, Seat A
Elke Mikaelian

At-Large Representative, Seat B – VACANT

At-Large Representative, Seat C – VACANT

At-Large Representative, Seat D – VACANT

At-Large Representative, Seat E – VACANT

Membership Coordinator
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Press Secretary
Bill Koehler – 505-264-0835 / bkoehler8@comcast.net

Media Director – VACANT

Campus Contacts
Central New Mexico Community College [CNM]
tinyurl.com/cnm-lpnm
Mike Blessing – 505-515-7015 / cnmliberty@gmail.com

Eastern New Mexico University (Portales) – VACANT

New Mexico Highlands University (Las Vegas) – VACANT

New Mexico State University (Las Cruces) – VACANT

New Mexico Tech (Socorro) – VACANT

University of New Mexico (Various Campuses) – VACANT

Western New Mexico University (Silver City) – VACANT

Libertarian National Committee
For the full list, see this page – lp.org/leadership 

Region 4 Representative
Norman Olsen – 303-277-9967 / Norman.Olsen@lp.org 

Region 4 Alternate
Don Wills – Don.Wills@lp.org 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

"But  I  will  accept  and  rules  that  you  feel  necessary  to  your 
freedom. I am free, no matter what rules surround me. If I find 
them tolerable,  I  tolerate them; if  I  find them too obnoxious, I 
break them. I am free because I know that I alone and morally 
responsible for everything I do."
– Robert A. Heinlein

County Contacts
Bernalillo – lpnm.us/bernalillo
Mike Blessing – 505-515-7015 / lpbcnm@gmail.com 

Catron
Bruce & Elisheva Levin (Organizing Committee)

Chaves – VACANT

Cibola – VACANT

Colfax – VACANT

Curry – VACANT

De Baca – VACANT

Doña Ana – lpnm.us/dona-ana 
John Ennis – 575-571-6881 / johnennis2@gmail.com 

Eddy – VACANT

Grant – VACANT

Guadalupe – VACANT

Harding – VACANT

Hidalgo – VACANT

Lea
Christina Groth – 575-397-9366

Lincoln
Richard Obergfell – 575-378-8025 / lplcnm@valornet.com

Los Alamos
Allen Cogbill – 505-216-1611 / acogbill@geopotential.com

Luna
Marilyn Steffen – 575-936-6843 / b_lamont5@hotmail.com 

McKinley – VACANT

Mora – VACANT

Otero – lpnm.us/otero – VACANT

Quay – VACANT

Rio Arriba – VACANT

Roosevelt
Ken Sanders – 505-749-2085

San Juan
Gary Wood – zang5775@msn.com

San Miguel – VACANT

Sandoval
Ron Bjornstad – 505-288-4228 / rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Santa Fe – VACANT

Sierra – VACANT

Socorro – VACANT

Taos – VACANT

Torrance – VACANT

Union – VACANT

Valencia – VACANT

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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Libertarian Party of New Mexico
Enrollment / Renewal / Donation Coupon

(Please print in all areas)

Name ___________________________________ Address ____________________________________

City ___________________________ State ________ Zip ______________ Phone _______________

Email _______________________ Employer ____________________ Occupation _________________

[  ]  I am registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico and wish to [ ] join or [ ]  renew as a 
caucus member. I am paying $25 annual dues. I will receive a one year (12 issues) subscription to the LPNM 
state newsletter “New Mexico Liberty” (the national “LP NEWS” IS NOT included) and I will have delegate 
status at state conventions.  I certify that I do not advocate the initiation of force to achieve political or 
social goals.

Signed _____________________________________________

[  ] I am not registered to vote as “Libertarian” in the State of New Mexico and/or [ ] I do not wish to sign the 
statement opposing the initiation of force to achieve social or political goals. I am paying $25.00 for a one year  
(12 issues) subscription to the LPNM state newsletter  New Mexico Liberty (the national  LP News is  NOT 
included). I understand that I will receive no other benefits.

[  ] I am making a DONATION to the LPNM in the amount of $ ________ to be applied as follows:

$_____ General Fund $_____ Chairman's Fund $_____ Major Player Fund $_____ Win One Fund

TOTAL of DUES or SUBSCRIPTION plus DONATION $_________ to be paid as follows:

[  ] by enclosed CHECK payable to “LPNM” (Sorry, we cannot accept corporate checks)

[  ] by CREDIT CARD (circle one): VISA / MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __ Expires: ____/____

Signature: _____________________________________________

Government mandated notices:

● The US Postal Service requires us to notify you that the annual New Mexico Liberty subscription 
cost is included in your LPNM membership dues of $25.00.

● The Internal Revenue Service requires us to print “political contributions are not tax deductible” on 
all fundraising appeals.

● The Federal  Election Commission requires us to ask for  the employer and occupation of  each 
individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.

The preceding notices alone should be enough reason to join the Libertarian Party,  the only political party 
working to increase your freedom.

COPY OR PRINT, FILL OUT, AND SEND TO:

LPNM c/o Ron Bjornstad
918 IVORY RD SE

RIO RANCHO NM 87124
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