
SPECIAL EVENTS

(For regular, ongoing events such as 
Liberty Forums, see the back page.)

LPNM Central Committee Meeting in ABQ
Sunday Sept.14 – Contact Mike Blessing 
for details – 505-459-7134 / 
mikewb@zianet.com

LPNM 2004 State Convention
Location, date and speakers TBA

LPNM LACKS TREASURER

You may  have noticed  in  the  above  list
that  the  office  of  LPNM  Treasurer  is
currently  vacant.   We  desperately  need
someone to step forward and agree to be
appointed  by  the  Chairman  to  this
important position.  You don’t need to be
a CPA in order to do this job.  Just a basic
understanding  of  business  bookkeeping
will  do,  along  with  the  ability  to  run
accounting  software  and  produce  cash
flow  and  balance  sheet  reports.
Residence in the Albuquerque area would
be a plus.  Contact the Chairman.

SAN JUAN LIBERTARIANS
OPPOSE PATRIOT ACT

Several  San  Juan  County  Libertarians
were among over  70 people who turned
out to oppose the Patriot  Act at a public
forum  in  Farmington  on  August  5.  The
speakers included a Young Democrat,  a
militia  member,  and  the  Executive
Director  of  the  ACLU.  Joseph  Knight
spoke for the Libertarians.

Knight reminded everybody that  the War
Against  the  Constitution  started  long
before 9/11 – and that the PATRIOT Act
was  passed when the  drug  war  was  no
longer  working  to  ramrod  things  like
Sneak & Peek, Know Your Customer, and
Carnivore  through  Congress.  He  also
pointed  out  that  any  civil  disobedience
can  now  be  construed  as  domestic
terrorism.

NEW MEXICO LIBERTY
“Let Freedom Ring”

LPNM LABORS UNDER BIPARTISAN CAMPAIGN REFORM ACT
By Ron Bjornstad

The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) is causing no end of problems to smaller
parties and political advocacy groups.   Larger parties and organizations,  with lots of
lawyers and accountants on staff are more easily able to comply.  The directions are
labyrinthine  and  the  requirements  onerous.   The  act  itself  is  dozens  of  pages  of
convoluted,  bureaucratic language,  much of  which can be interpreted many different
ways. 

A federal court has ruled parts of the act unconstitutional, and the wording in the court¹s
ruling is as confusing as the law itself.  To further perplex matters, the ruling has been 
stayed until the Supreme Court  can hear the case.  That should happen in the next
month or so. 

Meanwhile  we  must  try  to  comply  with  BCRA¹s  conditions.   BCRA¹s  requirements
include filling out and submitting a twenty page report each month, detailing who gave
us money, how much they gave, their employer and occupation, and how the money 
was spent.  The good news is that  by arranging our finances properly,  we can avoid
some  of  the  more  onerous  requirements.   One  of  the  things  that  triggers  these
requirements for LPNM is our sending money to the national party. This happens 
when our members renew their membership by writing a check to LPNM. LPNM cashes
the member¹s check and then sends a check to the national party for the member¹s
annual dues. If LPNM sends more than $1000 to the national LP in any year, we must 
begin submitting the monthly reports.  Thus far we are still a couple of hundred dollars
below that $1000 threshold. 

Now this is the part where you can help.  If you are renewing your membership, please
make the check payable to “Libertarian Party,” then you can send the check to us or to
national LP. Either way it doesn¹t trigger the BCRA requirements.  If you are making a
contribution to LPNM, which we desperately need and greatly appreciate, you can 
continue to make your checks payable to “LPNM,” and send them to us. Our renewal /
contribution cards will reflect this change. We greatly appreciate your help in making it
easier for LPNM to comply with this convoluted law.
                          
We hope that the Supreme Court will throw this whole, ill-conceived mess out, but we
must be prepared to comply with whatever atrocity the Supreme Court might leave us.
With your help, it will be somewhat easier. 

"Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage 
boys."
– P. J. O'Rourke

COMING NEXT MONTH

Reports from the county affiliates (?)
An article by myself concerning the anti-ATV idiocy

Update(s) on the presidential campaigns
Contributions from the membership(?)

Report from the 14 Sept 2003 CentCom meeting
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LOCAL RACES THIS YEAR
By Mike Blessing <mikewb@zianet.com>

We don’t  have  any  statewide  races  this
year here in New Mexico. That means we
can have some fun with the local races.
Here  in  Albuquerque,  that  means  non-
partisan races.  Maybe push a candidate
or two a little towards the libertarian path
… heh heh.

Now I’m going to go out on a limb here,
and  throw  my  personal support  behind
and  Pat  Milligan and  Shane  Canfield.
This by no means obligates the rest of the
LPNM. I just think that I’ve found the most
libertarian-leaning of  this  particular  pack.
Feel  free  to  disagree  with  me  – just  be
ready  to  back  it  up  on the  LPNM email
lists.  (And there is NO way that I  will be
endorsing Bob Anderson for City Council,
just  as  I  will  NOT  be  endorsing  Dennis
Kucinich for president. Live with it.)

Pat is a Republican running against Brad
Winter  in  District  4.  Winter  waffled  his
position  on  the  gun  issue  in  May  2001,
then  again  with  the  smoking  ban  in
February  2003.  Pat,  on  the  other  hand,
seemed  squarely  behind  gun  rights  and
against  the smoking ban, with an eye to
repealing  it.  He  also  sounded  like  he
supported  the idea of  the Police Control
Ordinance, as proposed by L. Neil Smith
at our last convention. (Send a blank tape
and postage to me at my P.O. Box listed
on page 1 and I’ll make you a copy.)

POC for Pat: 505-296-1273
electmilligan@earthlink.net
11132 Jordan Ave NE ABQ NM 87111

Shane  is  running  against  three
Democrats,  a Republican (Joanne Tighe)
and Bob Anderson of the Green Party. He
was  involved  with  the  Russell  Means
campaign  and  is  also  not  thrilled  with
Means’ methods. I’ve talked with him, and
while he’s not a dogmatic libertarian, he’s
with  us  for  the  most  part  on  the  issues
and  mindset.  (He’s  also  had  the
“pleasure”  of  dealing  with  Mike  Castro,
currently  trying  to  convince  him  to  drop
out and back Bob Anderson.)

POC for Shane: 505-304-3148
canfieldforcouncil@yahoo.com
3437 Crest SE Apt. B ABQ NM 87106
groups.yahoo.com/group/
canfieldforcouncil

Now for those of you living in the ABQ /
Rio Rancho / Los Lunas area, I’ve invited
both of these gentlemen to appear on The
Weekly  Sedition,  as well  as at  our  local
Liberty Forums. So drop on by or tune in, 
and decide for yourselves if I’m on target.

THE CITY / COUNTY UNIFICATION “DEBATE”
Fascism and Socialism on the March Again!

By Mike Blessing <mikewb@zianet.com>

We’ve  got  a  proposal  to  “unifiy”  the  governments  of  the  City  of  Albuquerque  and
Bernalillo County on the ballot for the upcoming election here on November 4th. The
link for this cheesy attempt at a con-job is here:

www.abcucc.net  (It re-directs you over to a page on the City site, but the direct URL
was too long to include here.)

Let’s not fool ourselves – those who see themselves as our rulers and masters have no
intention  of  cutting the  size and intrusiveness  of  city  and  county  government  in the
slightest. If anything, this will be a consolidation of the power they’ve already conned us
into handing over to them.

Here’s a list of the current Unification Charter Commission’s members:

Ray Padilla, J.D. – Chair (Vice Chair, New Mexico Board of Chiropractic Examiners)
Vickie Perea – Vice-Chair (ABQ City Councilor for 25 years)
Ervin R. Baumgart (the Democratic Party’s representative on the Commission)
Fabrizio Bertoletti (staffer for former mayor Jim Baca)
Teresa Córdova, Ph.D. (local promoter of corporate welfare)
Marion M. Cottrell (a lawyer who works on behalf of the city and county)
Diana Dorn-Jones (a pro-State reporter for the Journal)
Tommy D. Hughes, J.D. 
Arturo Sandoval (former president of 1000 Friends of New Mexico)
Chuck Wellborn (Owner of Wellborn Strategies, Board of Directors, NM First)
Ken Zangara (Chair, Republican Party of Bernalillo County)

The common thread that all or most of these individuals have a shared desire for the
continued growth of local-level (and quite possibly concurring state- and federal-level)
government.  None of  them are really interested in shrinking it,  only making it  “more
efficient.” 

For example, in the minutes of the meeting on June 28th, they say that “approximately
72 higher level positions are duplicative and could save $4-5 million if eliminated.”

The minutes go to say:

“- Not planning to eliminate positions.”
“- Natural attrition through retirement, etc.”

Why would they bother mentioning that 72 positions can be done away with, if they say
they’re not going to eliminate the positions?

That’s just the tip of the iceberg here. I’m planning on voting “NO” on this con job.

LIBERTARIAN RIFLE RAFFLE
from Joseph Knight <nm_libertarian@yahoo.com>

The LP of San Juan County is raffling 2 rifles. The drawing will be held November 1.

1. Saiga sporter in .223; Black synthetic stock, Russian built.
2. Romak SAR-1 in 7.62 x 39 mm (AK look-alike): Romanian made, with 30 round clip.

The first prize will be your choice of rifles. The second prize will be the remaining rifle.
You get 5 chances for $20, (2 for $10, 1 for $6)

If you live outside of San Juan County, you must make arrangements for pick-up. You 
must be 18, and pass government checks.

For chances or more info, contact Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681 or inquire on the LPNM 
Forum [ http://www.lpnm.org/forum ].



THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
by Richard Obergfell <lplcnm@zianet.com>

I’m going to spend this month’s column ranting on a diverse set of topics that need attention.

First, the bad news! The LPNM still does not have a Treasurer! I have assumed the role of acting Treasurer because our
finances must be attended to: money is coming in and money needs to go out to pay our bills. If this situation continues,
I’m going to end up being a very ineffective state chair. Please contact me if you would be willing to take on this job.

Now, some good news. Richard Winger, the man behind “Ballot Access News” and the keynote speaker at our recent
state convention, called to inform me that the Maryland Supreme Court recently overturned that state’s restrictive ballot
access law, which, in a fashion similar to New Mexico’s law, required minor parties to gain ballot access via petition and
then further required each of the party’s candidates to petition for the ballot as well. The court held that this double hoop
system was invalid and presented an arbitrary obstacle to the political process, since ‘major’ parties and their candidates
had to do neither. Now only the party petition is required in Maryland, at least until the state leg retaliates. This may bode
well as a precedent for NM. Check it out at  http://ballot-access.org. I would heartily encourage all of you to support
“Ballot Access News” and “The Coalition for Free and Fair Elections.”

Number 3. There is an election coming up on September 23rd at which two constitutional amendments, both related to
‘education’, will be on the ballot. The point of these two amendments is as simple as the details are endlessly complex:
the state (i.e., the governor) wants to accomplish a totalitarian takeover of the entire public school system by negating
local  school boards,  negating the elected State  Board of  Education,  and placing all  power in a governor appointed
education ‘czar’. Then the plan is to raid the state’s land grant trust fund and throw ever increasing amnounts of money at
the failed public school system. Their theory is this: even though 30 years of throwing money hasn’t worked, this time it
will, because they are serious now, and they really want to do whatever it takes for the children. Their next move will be
a federal takeover, because if a state takeover from local is good, then a federal takeover from the state will be even
better. We Libertarians need to make some noise about this by countering with our view: if government control, then local
is better, and the best system is parental control, which equals Separation of Education and State. Write letters to the
editor and tell everyone you know to vote against this scheme.

Number 4. As part of our governor’s ‘Small Business Initiative’, the state of New Mexico is now in the venture capital
business! That means that if you own a business that needs money, but you can’t raise money in the capital markets, no
doubt because your business amounts to a hair brained scheme, and if you are ‘well connected’ in Santa Fe, then you
just might be able to get tens of millions from the beleaguered taxpayers of NM, courtesy of our new executive. Don’t
worry about repaying. We Libertarians need to counter with our own inexpensive (it doesn’t cost a penny) Small Business
Initiative: Get off the back of small business!

Number 5. The governor has appointed a ‘blue ribbon’ commission to study our ‘broad based’ tax system, which taxes
you every which way but loose, every time you turn around. The idea is to fix it so that businesses will want to locate in
NM. I just heard that the ‘commission’ is thinking of recommending a ‘broad based’ tax system (you can read that as
‘broader based’, meaning that there will be a multitude of new hidden taxes and fees), some token tax reductions, and
increased taxes on things like buying a car. What a surprise! It’s the old tax shell game.

Next Month. I’m going to use this space to counter the current tax system and whatever the commission comes up with
by proposing a “Just One Tax” that will really stimulate business, small and large, and that will confront every individual
taxpayer with the actual cost of state and local government. Many Libertarians may disagree with what I have to say. So
be it. But we need to debate taxes and the proper form of a tax system. See you next month.

NEW MEXICO LIBERTY

If you have news, interesting stories, op-ed pieces (of your own) or timely information that belongs in the newsletter, please send it 
along. In particular, I’m looking for stuff that concerns New Mexico.

Please send submissions in ‘text’ only format, in the body of the message (not an attachment). I can be contacted at 505-459-7134, 
email <mikewb@zianet.com> and USPS slug-mail address P.O. Box 67513, Albuquerque NM 87193-7513.

Permission is explicitly granted for subscribers to recopy New Mexico Liberty for non-commercial purposes, specifically as use as an 
outreach tool, as in leaving said copies in the waiting rooms of doctors’ and dentists’ offices, car repair shops, etc., as well as for use 
at special events, provided that NM Liberty is copied in its entirety and nothing is added.

“Anything you get for free is worth exactly what you paid for it.”
Place your clothes and weapons where you can find them in the dark.”

– Robert A. Heinlein, The Notebooks of Lazarus Long

http://ballot-access.org/
mailto:mikewb@zianet.com


COUNTY CHAIRS

Bernalillo  
Mike Blessing, 505-459-7134
mikewb@zianet.com

Colfax 
Richard Moore, 505-377-6849
myliberty@mail.com

Grant 
Helena Hammer, 505-388-1270

Lea  
Christina Groth, 505-397-9366

Lincoln  
Tony Seno, 505-258-4776
tonyseno@zianet.com

Los Alamos  
Frank Clinard, 505-662-4951
fclinard@prodigy.net

Luna 
Marilyn Steffen, 505-531-2556
vmsteffen@vtc.net

Roosevelt County
Ken Sanders, 505-562-2344

San Juan  
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
bobziesmer@zianet.com

Sandoval 
Don Wilde, 505-891-4175
don@silver-lynx.com

Santa Fe
Susan Ruch, 505-466-4706
suelib1@hotmail.com

Sierra  
Michael Bankson, 505-894-2225
bankson@zianet.com

Socorro
Shawn L. Price, 505-838-5259
lpnm_socorro@yahoo.com
http://www.lpnm-socorro.org

CAMPUS LP GROUPS

UNM College Libertarians:
President
James Brickey, 505-246-2083 
jbrickey@unm.edu

“Be wary of strong drink. It makes 
you shoot at tax collectors – and 
miss.”
– Robert A. Heinlein,
   The Notebooks of Lazarus Long

CALENDAR

Wed., Sept. 3 – Bernalillo County Liberty 
Forum in Albuquerque,  5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
Black Angus (Wyoming & Menaul NE),
Info – Mike Blessing  459-7134

Sat., Sept.13 – Lincoln County LP meets, 
7:00 p.m. For location call Tony Seno  
258-4776

Sat., Sept. 13 – San Juan County Liberty 
Forum in Farmington, 5:30 p.m. meeting, 
Brass Apple. Info – Bob Ziesmer  327-
6681

Wed., Sept. 17 – Bernalillo County Liberty 
Forum in Albuquerque, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
Black Angus (Wyoming & Menaul NE)
Info – Mike Blessing  459-7134

Wed., Sept. 24 – Sandoval County meets 
at JB’s restaurant on 528 near Intel. Info –
Don Wilde  891-4175

TV Shows – Channel 27 in ABQ
(not necessarily endorsed by LPNM)

New Mexico’s Consumer Advocate
is on hold until October 2003

Gun Collectors of N.M. –
Email lisle@nm.net for information

Weekly Sedition – Thurs. 9 PM

Hemp TV – Fri. 9 PM

The Hemp TV show is now open for  the
public to  attend  in person as part  of  the
studio  audience.  Call  505-459-7134  for
more info and directions.

(Information  concerning  any  libertarian-
themed TV shows on Rio Rancho’s Ch.51,
the  Santa  Fe  cable-access  station,  etc.,
would be appreciated.)

FREEDOM LOVERS WANTED –
WILL YOU SPEAK UP FOR LIBERTY?

The Bernalillo County LP is looking for ten
to  fifteen  people who can speak  publicly
and / or write columns on behalf of liberty.

Do have what it takes? Give it a shot and
find out.

Contact Mike Blessing for more.

505-459-7134 – mikewb@zianet.com

LPNM CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Chair
Richard Obergfell, 505-378-8025
lplcnm@zianet.com
PO Box 7991, Ruidoso, NM 88355

Vice Chair
Bruce Bush, 505-256-0810
gchervin@msn.com

Secretary
Ron Bjornstad, 505-891-4541
rbjornstad@earthlink.net

Treasurer  (vacant)

At-Large Rep, Seat A
Charles “Cinco” Mandeville 
505-969-0289 
john_doe5@hushmail.com

At-Large Rep, Seat B
Don Wilde, 505-891-4175
don@silver-lynx.com

Dist. 1 Rep, Seat A
Mike Blessing, 505-459-7134
mikewb@zianet.com

Dist. 1 Rep., Seat B
John Ennis, 505-271-5102
jennis@unm.edu

Dist. 2 Rep, Seat A
Tony Seno, 505-258-4776
tonyseno@zianet.com

Dist. 2 Rep, Seat B
Elke Mikaelian, 505-627-2246
elkemikaelian@msn.com

Dist. 3 Rep, Seat A
Bob Ziesmer, 505-327-6681
bobziesmer@zianet.com

Dist. 3 Rep, Seat B
W. Keaton Johnson, 505-983-5856

“Government is the disease that 
masquerades as its own cure.”
– Robert LeFevre

“The only good bureaucrat is one with 
a pistol at his head. Put it in his hand 
and it’s good-bye to the Bill of rights.”
– H.L. Mencken



LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO

AUTUMN’s APPEAL
There is no better place to enjoy the splendor of the change of season than in the mountains and
deserts of New Mexico.  The aspens will be turning gold and the first snows will highlight the desert
sands.  The natural world is preparing for a winter sleep and a rejuvenation set to begin as the new
year soon unfolds.

LPNM is also undergoing a change of season, with new leadership in place and big challenges
ahead.  And we are going to come out rejuvenated and loaded for bear when the new year unfolds.
But we can’t afford to go to sleep for the winter like the natural world around us.  That’s because the
political world around us is not going to take a nap, not now, not ever.  The forces of big government,
led by the Demopublicans here in New Mexico and all across our beloved land, are mounting an
enormous effort to take away more of your unalienable rights, to separate you from more of your
hard earned money, and to dream up ever more novel and imaginative ways to put you in prison.

We have to begin now to prepare for major battle in 2004 with the forces of Statism.  At the county
level, we have to begin the process of identifying candidates for the election of November 2nd, 2004.
At the state level, we have to organize affiliates in those counties without affiliates.  And at all levels
we have to begin building our warchests.  We have to show up on November 2nd, 2004 !!

We all know that it has been a tough couple of years.  But if you can spare a dime or spare some
time, would you please consider one or more of the following:

 Respond to the national Libertarian Party’s “WE’RE IN DEEP TROUBLE” campaign.  We ARE in
deep financial trouble nationally and will have trouble mounting any kind of Presidential campaign
if we don’t get our financial house in order.

 Contact your county chair and make a donation to your county campaign kitty, or find out what
you can do to help.  If you have no county chair, contact yours truly.  Maybe I’ll appoint you !!

 Consider running for elective office, in particular for County Commission or State Representative.
See “Contact your county chair” above.

 Sign up one new caucus member each and every month.  You need to ask them point blank !!

 Make your best contribution to LPNM.  We pledge to use your contribution to promote the cause
of Liberty to the best of our ability.  You can use the enclosed reply card to make a one time
contribution, or use the convenient monthly pledge form on the reverse of this page.

Please don’t hide behind the bright autumn foliage.  Please put on your brightest Party attire and
stand out in the crowd.  Please accept Autumn’s Appeal to Action !!  Thanks,

Richard Obergfell, Chair, LPNM



AUTHORIZATION FOR AUTOMATED TRANSFERS
(DEBITS AND CREDITS)

Los Alamos National Bank:
I authorize Los Alamos National Bank (LANB) to initiate an electronic transfer via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) 
as noted below:

Customer Name (on account, please print): ___________________________________________________________

DEBIT (charge) Financial Institution Name: _____________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: _________

Routing Number / ABA: ________/________/________  Account Number: _______________
(Please include a deposit slip or voided check)

CREDIT (deposit) Los Alamos National Bank customer, LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF NEW MEXICO

$______ 0049491720    LPNM General Fund

$______ 0049404620    Chair's Contingency Fund

$______ 0049412720    Operation Major Player Fund

$______ 0056293920    Operation Win One Fund

TOTAL AMOUNT of electronic transfer  $______  MONTHLY on the  _____  day of each month starting  ___/___/___
I understand this authority is to remain in full force and effect until LANB has received notification from me regarding 
termination in such time and in such manner as to afford LANB a reasonable opportunity to act on it.  I also understand 
this transfer is not immediate and could take up to two business days.

Signature: ___________________________  Date: ______________  Social Security Number: __________________

BANK USE ONLY Bank Employee: ______________________________________  Date: __________________

Authorization processed by: ______________________________________  Date: __________________


MONTHLY CREDIT CARD PLEDGE
I authorize the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico to charge my credit card MONTHLY as indicated below:
CARD TYPE (circle one):  VISA  or  MASTERCARD

Number: __ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __-__ __ __ __    Expires: __ __/__ __

$________  on the  _______ day of each month beginning on  __ __/__ __/__ __  to be used as follows:

$______ LPNM General Fund

$______ Chair's Contingency Fund

$______ Operation Major Player Fund

$______ Operation Win One Fund
I understand that this agreement remains in effect until I notify the Treasurer of the Libertarian Party of New Mexico, in 
writing, to cancel or alter this agreement.

NAME (on card, please print):  ______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _____________________________________________  DATE  __ __/__ __/__ __


FEDERAL INFO REQUIREMENTS, DISCLAIMERS, ETC.
Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, occupation and employer for each 
individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year.  Political contributions are not tax 
deductible.  Your contribution may be used to fund federal election activity.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: _________

Phone (h): ______________________  (w): ______________________  E-mail: ________________________________

Employer: ______________________________________  Occupation: _______________________________________


This form is for monthly pledges only.  Please pay dues separately.  Complete either the AUTOMATED TRANSFER 
section or the CREDIT CARD section, and the INFO section.  Mail the entire form to the address below.  Thank You !!

LPNM, Richard Obergfell, Acting Treasurer  /  PO BOX 7991  /  RUIDOSO, NM  88355
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